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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,559,287 

DSPENSING CONTANER 

Edith B. Due, Pittsburgh, and Anthony Breau, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; said Breau assignor to said 
Due 

Application April 14, 1949, Serial No. 87,444 
(C. 206-42) 8 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in disa 
pensing containers and more particularly to con 
tainers for Successively releasing Small articles 
Of uniform size therefrom while the remaining 
articles are retained therein. 
One of the primary objects of our invention 

is to provide an improved dispensing container 
in which articles such as circular, flat or Semi 
flat tablets or pellets and capsules may be placed 
helter-skelter, i. e., without prearrangement or 
Special positioning and, as will later appear, in 
more than one layer deep, and from which they 
may be readily dispensed without crushing, 
Whether they be in flatwise or edgewise position. 
Another object of the invention has to do 

With its simplicity, ease of manufacture, and 
effectiveness of operation. 
How the foregoing, together with Such ob 

jectS and advantages as will hereinafter appear, 
are realized is illustrated in the accompanying 
dra Wings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a container con 
Structed in accordance with the invention, with 
a portion of the cover broken away and with a 
portion of the container shown in section as 
indicated by the line - of Fig. 6; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the container with 
the cover in open position; 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal section taken on the 
line 3-3 of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a cross section taken on the line 
4-4 of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a cross section taken on the line 
5-5 of Figure 1; 

Figure 6 is a longitudinal section taken on 
the line 6-6 of Figure 1; 

Figure 7 is a plan view of another form of 
Our invention with a portion of the cover broken 
away as in Figure I; 

Figure 8 is a plan view with the cover in open 
position; 

Figure 9 is a longitudinal section taken on the 
line 9-9 of Figure 8; and 

Figure 10 is a cross section taken on the line 
O-O of Figure 7. 
Referring to Figures 1 to 6 inclusive, the de 

Vice comprises a box or container having a 
Sliding cover 2, preferably made of light ma 
terial Such as plastic material. The container 

is provided with longitudinally extending 
flanges 3 at its upper edges with which the re 
bent edges 4 of the cover engage for sliding 
movement. To assemble the device, the cover 
is placed on the container approximately in the 
position shown in Figures 2 and 3, and the sides 
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2 
of the container are pressed inwardly to Snap 
the rebent edges 4 over the flanges 3 of the 
container or the cover is merely pressed to snap 
in place. The front edge of the cover is provided 
with a bead 5 adapted to Snap over the front 
edge of the box when the cover is pushed into 
closed position, thus preventing unintentional 
opening thereof, and the rear edge of the cover is 
bent downwardly as indicated at 6 to engage 
the back of the box when in closed position. 
Corner stiffening members or portions for the 
box are indicated at t; these also provide free 
flow of the contents and prevent backing Or 
jamming. 
The bottom wall of the box or container is pro 

vided with an upwardly extending projection or 
rib 8 adjacent the front Wall and One Side Wall 
thereof, which projection acts as a guide and 
guard member for the articles to be dispensed. 
In this instance we have shown the articles in 
the form of disc-like tablets 9 whose diameter 
is greater than their thickness. While we have 
only shown one layer of pellets partially filling 
the container and in more or less uniform order, 
it is to be understood that the container may be 
entirely filled and that the pellets may be placed 
helter-Skelter therein in indiscriminate relation 
in more than one layer without impairing the ef 
fectiveness of the device. 
The cover 2 of the box is provided with a 

transverse depending flange or rake 20 adjacent 
its front edge. This flange extends substantially 
for the width and the height of the box with 
clearance 2 at the sides and clearance 22 at the 
bottom. The cover is provided with a second de 
pending flange or rib or baffle 23, preferably of 
curved form, which extends rearwardly from the 
flange 20 to a point closely adjacent the side 
Wall 24 of the box. This flange 23 includes a 
transverse portion 25 and a forwardly extending 
portion 26. The flange 23, like the flange 20, has 
its lower edge in close proximity to the bottom 
Of the box. 
The transverse flange or baffle 20 is provided 

With a notch or slot 27 positioned in alignment 
With the projection 8 of the box so that when 
the cover is moved to its open position as shown 
in Figures 2 and 3, the flange will clear the pro 
jection 8. It is also pointed out that the width 
of the notch 27 is slightly greater than the diame 
ter of a pellet to allow free passage of the pellet 
therethrough, and the height of this notch is 
Such that a pellet standing edgewise will pass 
therethrough in either direction. 
The flange 23 is also notched at 28, 29 for the 
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passage of the pellet, the portion 28 being of a 
depth to freely pass a pellet in flatwise position 
and the portion 29 of a depth to freely pass a 
pellet in edgewise position. 
Assuming now that the container is closed and 

it is desired to dispense a pellet, the container 
is first shaken gently to move a pellet to a posi 
tion in which it will gravity feed through the 
notched flange 23 to the dispensing position A 
as shown in Figure 1, in which position member 
8 holds the pellet against lateral displacement, 
and then the cover is moved to its open posi 
tion in which the baffle portion 25 engages the 
stop or abutment 30 on the projection 8 and 
the pellet assumes the position shown at B in 
Figure 2, where it is ready to be removed, by 
tilting the box. It will be seen that upon now 
ing the cover to its open position all of the pellets 
in the container with the exception of the One 
indicated at A in Figure 1, are brushed or raked 
or moved back by the flange 20 and that the pro 
jection f 8 together with the flange 20 prevent 
other pellets from leaving the container. 
Upon closing the cover, if a. pellet is in posi 

tion against the projection 8 as illustrated at C 
in Figure 2, this pellet will be moved to the dis 
pensing position illustrated at A in Figure 1, SO 
that upon opening the cover this pellet would be 
dispensed. 
With particular reference to the slots 27 and 

29, it is to be noted that they are of a depth such 
that the distance from the bottom of the box to 
the bottom of these slots is Somewhat greater 
than the diameter of a pellet So that pellets will 
freely pass therethrough when standing in edge 
Wise position. Thus our improved dispensing de 
vice will effectively dispense pellets one at a time, 
either in flatwise or edgewise position, thus avoid 
ing the possibility of a pellet being crushed when 
in Standing position in the dispensing Space. 
The pellets raked back will also not be crushed. 
In order to prevent any possibility of pehlets 

being crushed at the dispensing space, we have 
provided a lug 3 at the front wall of the box 
in line with the projection 8. This lug is strad 
ded by the notch 27 in the flange 5 when 
the cover is closed as seen in Figures 1 and 6, 
and its thickness is such that the distance from 
its face to the front edge of the projection. 8 is 
just Sufficient to receive a pellet. Thus, as may 
be clearly seen in Figure 1, the pellet A which 
is in dispensing position is confined by the lug 
3, the flange portion 26 and the front edge of 
the projection 8, and the next pellet D cannot 
even partially enter the dispensing passageway 
but is gently brushed back out of the way when 
the cover is opened to dispense the pellet A. 
The thickness of lug 3 should be such that its 
face does not lie beyond the inner face of the 
rake when the cover is in closed position. It also 
preventS jamming or locking. the pellet succeed 
ing the pellet to be dispensed. 

Referring now to the form of our invention 
illustrated in Figures 7 to 10 inclusive, the box 
: and cover 2 in general are of the same con 
Struction as above described and like reference 
characters are applied to like parts. However, in 
this instance, the projection 8a is formed as a 
Solid lug at the side wall of the box and is pro 
vided With an abutment 3 a for limiting the open 
ing movement of the cover. The depending flange 
2d. is provided with a corner notch 27a; through. 
Which the pellet being dispensed passes, the size: 
of which is as described above in connection with 
the notch 27. 
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Extending rearwardly from the depending 

flange 2 0a is a second depending flange 23d, which 
flange is notched at 29a, the distance from the 
flange 29b of the notch to the bottom of the box 

being slightly greater than the diameter of a 
pellet so that a pellet standing in edgewise posi 
tion can freely pass through to the dispensing 
corner of the box. The flange 23d in this instance 
only, extends down to the top of the projection 
8a. A lug 32b is provided on the flange 23a. 

for engaging the abutment 39a to limit the open 
ing movement of the cover 2. When the cover 
is moved to its open position the depending flange 
2 a. and the projection 8a, cooperate to gently 
push the pellets remaining in the box away from 
the dispensing passage, irrespective Of Whether 
the pellet to be dispensed is in flat or edgeWise 
position. 

It is to be observed that if after a pellet has 
been moved to its dispensing position (whether 
edgewise or flat) it should be decided not to re 
move the pellet, it can be readily returned into 
the box by merely closing the cover. It will be 
oioserved that in both forms, the stop is located 
in a shielded area, and thus does not interfere 
ith free flow of the pellets. 
If the container be made of a material such as 

a plastic, the box can be molded as an integral 
unit and similarly with the cover. 
While the pellets in the drawing are in the form. 

of discs, the invention is not limited thereto, and 
many other forms of article which will not of 
itself jam with others, may be dispensed. 
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As to the depth of the box, it should be just 
enough greater than tine combined thickness of 
any possible disposition of the pellets So as to 
prevent locking and to prevent crushing and to 
permit free flow of the pellets, 
We claim: 
1. A dispensing container for Small disc-like 

articles and similar articles having a diameter 
greater than their thickness, of the type employ 
ing a sliding cover with a projecting flange near 
one edge of said cover cooperating with a pro 
jection in the box spaced from one end to push 
all but one of the articles into a closed portioll 
and leaving only said one article in the Said 
space between said projection and the end of 
the container, including a guide member carried 
by said cover cooperating with the projection 
in the box to guide said one article to Said Space, 
said guide member having a stepped notch, One 
step of which enables an article to pass to said 
space in flatwise position and the other Step Of 
which enables an article to paSS to Said Space in 
edgewise position, and said fiange having a notch 
the dimension of which in width and depth is 
slightly greater than the diameter of an article 
to enable said article to pass to Said Space When 
in either of said positions. 

2. A dispensing container having a sliding 
cover, a transverse flange depending from Said 
cover, an upwardly extending guide member in 
said container spaced from an end thereof, a 
second flange depending from Said cover and 
extending rearwardly from said first mentioned 
flange, said first mentioned flange having a notch 
to clear said guide member when the cover is 
moved to open position, said notch in width and 
depth being of dimensions slightly greater than 
the diameter of an article to enable an article 
positioned either edgewise or flatWise to pass 
therethrough, and said second flange having 
a stepped notch to provide a passage, when the 
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cover is closed, for an article to be dispensed 
when either in edgewise or flatWise position. 

3. A dispensing container having a sliding 
cover, a transverse flange depending from Said 
cover, a second flange depending from said cover 
and extending rearwardly from Said first men 
tioned flange, an upwardly extending guide men 
ber in said container Spaced from an end there 
of, said first mentioned flange having a notch 
of dimensions to clear Said guide member and 
an article to be dispensed in either edgewise 
or flatwise position when the cover is moved to 
open position, and Said Second mentioned flange 
having a stepped notch of dimensions to enable 
an article which is to be dispensed to pass in 
either edgewise or flatWise position to the afore 
mentioned space in front of Said guide means 
when said cover is in closed position. 

4. A dispensing container having a sliding 
cover, a transverse flange depending from Said 
cover, a second flange depending from Said cover 
and extending rearwardly from Said first men 
tioned flange, an upwardly extending guide mem 
ber in said container spaced from an end thereof, 
said first mentioned flange having a notch of 
dimensions to clear said guide member and an 
article to be dispensed in either edgewise or flat 
wise position when the cover is moved to open 
position, and said second mentioned flange hav 
ing a stepped notch of dimensions to enable an 
article which is to be dispensed to paSS in either 
edgewise or flatwise position to the aforemen 
tioned space in front of said guide means when 
said cover is in closed position, a stop member 
carried by said second mentioned flange, and an 
abutment positioned in Said container in Spaced 
relation to said stop member to be engageable 
thereby when the cover is moved to open position. 

5. A dispenser comprising a box having an 
upwardly extending projection to one side thereof 
and spaced from one end thereof to provide a 
dispensing space, a sliding cover mounted upon 
said box adapted to be moved from a closed po 
sition to an open position to expose Said dis 
pensing space, a depending flange carried by 
said cover notched to clear said projection and 
an article to be dispensed when the cover is 
moved to open position, a depending member 
carried by said cover in spaced relation to said 
depending flange and overlying Said projection 
and cooperating therewith to define Said dis 
pensing space when the cover is in closed position, 
a stop member carried by said depending mem 
ber, and an abutment carried by Said projection 
engageable by said stop member to limit the Open- ; 
ing movement of said cover. 

6. A dispensing container for Small articles and 
similar articles having a diameter greater than 
their thickness, a sliding cover for Said con 
tainer, a transverse flange depending from Said 
cover, an upwardly extending guide member in 
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6 
Said container Spaced from an end thereof to 
provide an article dispensing Space, a Second 
flange depending from Said cover and extending 
rearwardly from Said first mentioned flange, said 
first mentioned flange having a notch dimen 
Sioned to clear Said guide member and an ar 
ticle positioned flatWise or edgeWise in Said dis 
pensing Space when the cover is moved to open 
position, and said second flange having a stepped 
notch dimensioned to enable an article in edge 
wise position to pass into said dispensing space 
through one step of the notch, and in flatwise 
position to pass into said dispensing space 
through the other step of the notch when the 
cover is in closed position. 

7. A dispensing container having a sliding 
cover, a transverse fange depending from said 
cover into close proximity with the bottom of 
the container, an upwardly extending guide mem 
ber in Said container Spaced from an end and 
a Side thereof, a Second flange extending real 
Wardly from said first flange and depending 
from said cover into close proximity with the bot 
tom of the container housing said guide member 
when the cover is closed, said second flange hav 
ing a notch enabling an article to be dispensed 
to pass to the Space in front of Said guide mem 
ber when the cover is closed, and Said first flange 
having a notch for clearing said projection and 
an article positioned in front thereof when the 
cover is moved to open position. 

8. A dispensing container having a Sliding 
cover, a transverse flange depending from said 
cover into close proximity with the bottom of 
the container, an upwardly extending guide mem 
ber in Said container Spaced from an end and a 
side thereof, a second flange extending rear 
wardly from said first flange and depending from 
Said cover into close proximity with the bottom 
of the container housing Said guide member When 
the cover is closed, said second flange having a 
notch enabling an article to be dispensed to 
pass to the space in front of Said guide member 
When the cover is closed, and Said first fiange 
having a notch for clearing Said projection and 
an article positioned in front thereof when the 
cover is moved to open position, together witn 
an abutment carried by said projection and a 
stop member carried by Said cover engageable 
with said abutment to limit opening movement 
of the cover. 

EDITH B. DUELL. 
ANTHONY BREAU. 
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