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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
JOHN H. PENCE, OF GREENEVILLE, TENNESSEE, 

LANTERN. 

939,542. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Nov. 9, 1909. 
Application filed January 29, 1909. Serial No. 474,918. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. PENCE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Greeneville, in the county of Greene and 
State of Tennessee, have invented new and 
useful improvements in Lanterns, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to lanterns, and is 

primarily directed to that class of collapsi 
ble paper lanterns used for display and or 
naments, and the principal object of the 
invention is to provide the base or bottom 
of a lantern of this character with a re 
movable candle holding portion or member, 
whereby the candle may be readily removed 
or positioned within the lantern without 
necessitating the removal of the lantern 
from its hung position. 
With the above, and other objects in view, 

which will appear as the description pro 
gresses, the invention risides in the novel 
construction and combination of parts here 
inafter fully described and claimed. 
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in the accompanying drawing, there has 
been illustrated a simple and preferred em 
bodiment of the invention, and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a lantern 
provided with my improvement. Fig. 2 is a 
bottom view of the improvement. Fig. 3 is 
a section upon the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

In the drawing the numeral 1 designates 
a paper lantern of any ordinary construc 
tion having its lower edges inturned to pro 
vide offset members 2, adapted to be se 
cured to a disk 3. The disk 3 is preferably 
constructed of card board or other suitable 
heavy paper and is centrally provided with 
a reduced opening 4. Integrally constructed 
pon or suitably connected with the bot 
tom face of the disk 3 and of a circumfer 
ence equal to that of the said disk is what 
I term a ring member 5. The inner edge 
of the ring 5 is positioned a suitable dis 
tance away from the opening 4 of the disk 
3, and the space provided by the inner Sur 
face of the ring 5 is adapted for the recep 
tion of a candie holding member or disk 6. 
The periphery of the disk 3, ring 5, candle 

holding member 6, as well as the Wall pro 
vided by the opening 4 and the inner face 

of the ring 5 are all concentric with each 
other, and the holding member 6 is retained 
in position upon the under face of the disk 
3 through the medium of a plurality of me 
tallic resilient buttons 9. These buttons 9 
are preferably of a diamond shape and 
have one of their ends secured to the ring 
5 through the medium of a suitable pin 8, 
while their opposite ends are adapted to be 
rotated beneath the member 6 to sustain the 
said member upon the bottom of the lantern. 
By reference to the several figures of the 

drawing, it will be noted that the buttons 9 
have their engaging faces slitted to provide 
upwardly extending tongues 7 which effect 
ively engage the said member 6 to sustain 
the same immovably against the under face 
of the disk 3. 
In placing a candle within the lantern l, 

the candle is first positioned centrally upon 
the candle holding member 6, it being un 
derstood that the said holding member has 
been previously moved from the bottom of 
the lantern by rotating the buttons 9 to 
bring the same out of contact of the said 
member 6. The holder 6 is then positioned 
Within the ring 5 and is brought to bear 
upon the under face of the disk 3, the candle 
being inserted through the opening 4. The 
buttons 9 are then rotated so as to engage 
the under face of the member 6 and the said 
member is thereby retained securely upon 
the bottom of the lantern. 

Having thus described the invention what 
1 claim as new is:- 

1. The combination with a lantern of the 
class set forth, of a base for said lantern, 
said base comprising a disk having a central 
reduced opening, a peripheral ring member 
upon its under face, a candle holding mem 
ber adapted to be positioned within the ring 
member, and resilient securing members piv 
otally connected with the ring member 
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adapted to engage the under face of the 
candle holding member to sustain the same 
in position against the under face of the 
disk member. 

2. A base for candle lanterns comprising 
a disk having a central candle opening, a 
peripheral depending ring member, resilient 
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buttons pivotally connected with the ring In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
member adjacent to its inner edge, said in presence of two witnesses. 

YY d - - . buttons being each provided with an up JOHN H. PEN E. turned tongue, and a candle Supporting 
5 disk adapted to be positioned within the Witnesses: 

ring member and to be contacted by the re- W. J. HENDRIX, 
silient buttons. L. D. JoNEs. 


