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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known...that I, JoHN DANNER, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Canton, 
in the county of Stark and State of Ohio, have 

5 invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Folding Tables, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 
The object of my invention is to construct 

Io a folding table which shall combine firmness 
and rigidity with simplicity of construction, 
which can be easily and quickly set up and 
folded, and which when folded shall occupy 
as little space as possible; and it consists in 

I5 the manner in which the legs are attached to 
the table-top and held in position when in use, 
or when closed and ready for transportation 
or storage. 
The invention will be hereinafter described, 

2O and specifically set forth in the claims. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 

under side of my improved table with one of 
the side rails extended out. Fig. 2 is a bottom 
view of the same, with its legs folded one above 

25 the other and fastened ready for shipping. 
Fig. 3 is a modification of Fig. 2, showing the 
legs in an upright position, and also folded 
one pair alongside the other in dotted lines. 

In the drawings, A represents the table-top, 
3o which can be made of two or more boards of 

any desired length, held together and kept 
from warping by means of cleats A, located 
adjacent to the two ends thereof and extend 
ing across the under side of the table, and may 

35 act partly as braces for the legs B when they 
are unfolded or in position for use. The legs 
B are united in pairs by the end rails, B, pass 
ing through mortises in their upper portion, 
and the ends of said rails are made to project 

4o beyond the outer sides of the legs to form ten 
ons b, whereby the legs are retained in their 
normal position by engagement with mortises 
C across the ends of the side rails, C. The 
legs B are retained connected to the under 

45 side of the table-top by hinges band b of dif. 
ferent lengths, to permit them to be folded one 
above the other, as shown in Fig. 2, and these 
hinges are secured to the bottom of the table 
top, and to the inner side of the legs with 

5o screws, as usual. To the under side of the 

table-top are also secured, by hinges c, the side 
rails, C, the ends of which are provided on 
their inner sides with transverse mortises C, 
to receive the tenons b and rigidly retain and 
brace the legs in their normal position. The 55 
inner side of the folding side rails, C, opposite 
the hinges b and b, is provided with grooves 
C and C to receive the tenons b when the legs 
are in a folded position, and hold said legs 
securely against the bottom of the table-top. 6o 
The folding side rails, C, are provided on their 
inner sides with screw eyes or staples d, and 
secured thereto is a light rod, D, provided 
with an eye at one end and a hook at the 
other, by means of which the two sides C are 65 
retained together, and also the legs, either in 
a folded, or in a normal position. 

In Fig. 3 the hinges securing the legs B to 
the table-top are all alike, and two of the legs 
fold inside of the other. When in their nor- 7O 
mal position, they are held rigidly by castings 
E, secured to the inner side of the side rails, 
C, by screws, and said castings have mortises 
C, to receive the tenons projecting from the 
side of the legs. If desired, these castings 75 
may be placed at diagonal corners of the table, 
and the legs will be arranged correspondingly 
one outside the other at each end of the table. 
When long tables are made, two or more 

rods, D, are used, one adjacent each end of 8O 
the table, to brace the sides securely together. 

If desired, this folding-table may also be 
provided with leaves hinged thereto in the 
usual manner, and castings or cleats may be 
used in place of the tenons b, formed integral 85 
with the end rails, B, uniting the legs in pairs. 

I am aware that the side rails of tables have 
been pivoted in the middle of their length to the 
under side of the top of said table, and made 
with mortises at each end to receive one of 9o 
the sides of each leg, and that said legs have 
thus been retained by the resistance of said 
pivoted side rails; and I do not claim any 
springy construction between the legs and the 
top of a table. , 95 

Having now fully described my invention, 
I claim 

1. In a folding table, the legs B, provided 
with tenons b on the outside thereof, in com 
bination with the top A and hinged side rails, ICO 
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C, provided with mortises C, substantially as 
and for the purpose described. 

2. The combination of a table-top A, its 
cleats A on the under side thereof, with the 
legs B, hinged to the under side of the table 
top, and hinges b' and b” of different length, 
Substantially as and for the purpose described. 

3. In combination with a table-top, the side 
rails, C, hinged thereto and provided with 
mortises C and grooves C, the hinged legs, 
Screw-eyed, and hook-rod D, substantially as 
and for the purpose described. 

4. In combination with a table top, the side 
rails, C, hinged thereto, and mortised castings 
Secured to and projecting from the inner side 

thereof, with hinged legs having projections 
b on their outer sides and means for connect 
ing the side rails, substantially as described. 

5. The combination of a table-top, A, legs B, 
with tenons b and hinges b and b, side rails, 2O 
C, provided with mortises C, grooves C and 
C, staples d, and hooked rod D, substantially 
as and for the purpose described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN DANNER. 

Witnesses: 
L. M. JONES, 
LEWIS KOONS. 

  


