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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDMOND STUART 

HoTHAM, of New York, in the county and 
State of New York, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Door and Drawer 
Plates; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it pertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

that class of door-plates, labels, or signs in 
which the name or words are composed of 
movable letters set into an opening in the 
plate or frame, and consists in a means of 
securing such letters in any position in which 
they may be placed, whether in a straight or 
curved plate or frame. 

Figure 1 is a front view of a door-plate ac 
cording to my invention, a part of the front 
edge of the opening of the plate being re 
moved to show the corrugated sunken edge 
back of it. Fig. 2 is a back view. Fig. 3 is 
a letter to go in the plate. Fig. 4 is a trans 
verse section of plate through the opening. 
Fig. 5 is a modification of my invention. 
A is a plate, having an opening, a, behind 

which is a recess in the back of the plate, 
somewhat larger than the opening a, and 
designated by af. The upper and lower 
edges of this recess are corrugated or ser 
rated, the corrugations or serrations being 
hid in a front view by the edges of the open 
inga. D is a letter cast, carved, or stamped 
on a block, the edges of which project beyond 
the top and bottom of the letter, and are cor 
rugated or serrated to correspond with the 
corrugations or serrations in the edges of the 
recess in the back of the plate A. The block 
is to be inserted in the recess a?, the letter 
toward the front, and projecting through the 
opening (, the corrugations or serrations on 

the edges of the block fitting into those on 
the edges of the recess a?, and when the plate 
is fastened back against a door or other place 
the letters cannot be moved endwise the 
opening, so the proper space between the let 
ters is always preserved, and there is no 
necessity of space-blocks or screws for tight 
ening. Different sized and shaped plates 
can be kept on hand, and the letters can be 
fitted thereto as desired. The plate is fast 
ened by hook-bolts, which pass through the 
door or other object, and hook into lugs sunk 
into cavities in the back of the plate, or other 
wise, according to shape of article to which 
to be affixed. 

In the modification of my invention shown 
in Fig. 5, the edges of the blocks are left 
plain, and lugs or pins project from the front 
thereof, and these pins fit into holes made in 
the back of the plate around the opening. 
There may or may not be a recess similar to 
a', as desired. The frame may also be made 
of sheet metal, and have teeth or tags around 
the edges of the opening a, said teeth or tags 
to be bent back and pass through holes in the 
letters, and again bent to one side, super 
fluous tags being bent up out of sight. 

Having now described the construction of 
my door-plate, label, or sign, I claim and de 
sire to secure by Letters Patent 
A sign or door-plate consisting of the base 

A, having an opening therein, the inner edges 
of which are serrated, recessed, or pierced to 
receive and hold in position removable letter 
blocks provided with corresponding serrations 
or pins, substantially as and for the purpose 
Set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own invention, I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

EDMOND STUART HOTHAM. 
Witnesses : 

FREDERIC PENTZ SMITH, 
WILLIAM HILLEE CLEVELAND, 

  


