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My invention relates to burial caskets, an object there 
of being to provide a device of the character herewithin 
described so conformed as to take novel advantage of 
the properties of non-interconnecting cellular polystyrene 
sheet plastic, which material is inexpensive, light in 
Weight, highly resistant to the action of the elements, 
relatively strong, and easily worked. 
A further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide particular and novel structural arrangements for 
strengthening a burial casket predominately manufac 
tured of the above plastic material in the areas and di 
rections of its weakness under load. 
With the foregoing objects in view, and such other 

objects as may appear as this specification proceeds, my 
invention consists in the following arrangement and con 
struction of parts, reference being had to the accom 
panying figures in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of my burial casket. 
Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is an open-ended perspective representation 

of my burial casket, 
In the drawings like characters of reference designate 

similar parts in the several figures. 
It is well recognized that the cost of burial caskets is 

considerable, and beyond the economic means of many 
who are called upon to defray the same. Furthermore, 
most caskets are highly susceptible to the action of the 
surrounding elements and to insect attack. As a result 
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they disintegrate in a considerably shorter time than a 
casket may be expected to do when formed of the ma 
terial herein specified and fabricated in the manner here 
in set forth. 

Accordingly the present invention comprises a burial 
casket collectively designated embodying lateral walls 
2 and 3, end walls 4, a floor 5 and a lid 6 formed of the 
two parts 7 and 8. 
The material of which my casket is predominately 

formed is non-interconnecting cellular polystyrene sheet 
plastic. In forming the lid 6thereof it will be observed 
that the same is strengthened by transverse ribs 9 of the 
said material and of the configuration clearly depicted. 

Secured to the free edges of walls 2, 3 and 4, are: 
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longitudinall-shaped strengthening members collectively 
designated 10 which may be of any material such as 
wood (preferably impregnated as with creosote for pres 
ervation). At the junctions of the side walls and floor 
5 are further longitudinally extending strengthening mem 
bers ii. It will be observed that the last mentioned 
members also serve to elevate the floor in the manner 
best depicted in the accompanying Figures 2 and 3. 

It will be observed that lifting handle assemblies co 
lectively designated 12 extend at their ends through walls 
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2 and 3, the said assemblies, at these locations being a 
right-angled and including external shoulder portions 13, 
and nuts 14 designed to engage the right-angularly re 
lated threaded end portions of the lifting bars, all as 

: clearly illustrated. - 
Because of these arrangements it is desirable to 

strengthen the side walls in the locations where the han 
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dle assemblies extend therethrough. Hence, it will be 
observed that I provide inner panels 5 of relatively thin, 
high impact polystyrene sheet plastic. These extend 
downwardly to the junction of side wails and floor where 
it will be observed best from the accompanying Figure 
2 that bolts 6 extend through the panels 15, the side 
walls, and the upper edges of members 12. Against the 
outer surfaces of the side walls in the aforesaid ioca 
tions position plates 7 also of high impact polystyrene 
sheet plastic which the portions 3 aforesaid may abut 
when screwed tight. 

From the foregoing it will be apparent that despite the 
relative structural weakness of the plastic material of 
which the side walls are made, ample strength has been 
provided whereby a loaded casket may be safely lifted. 
The lid of my casket is also provided with strengthen 

ing non-plastic edge members 18 abuttable against 
L-shaped members 8. Finally it should be explained 
that the outer surfaces and the inner surfaces of the walls, 
lid and floor of my casket may, if desired, be covered 
with suitable veneer. 

Since various modifications can be made in the inven 
tion hereinbefore described, and as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, and numerous variations made 
thereto all within the spirit and scope of the invention 
without departing from such spirit and scope, it is in 
tended that the said description and drawings are to be 
interpreted as illustrative only, and not in a limiting 
sense, and that only such limitations should be placed 
upon my invention as are specifically contained in the 
definition thereof as expressed in the accompanying 
claims. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A burial casket embodying essentially walls, lid 

and floor wherein at least said walls and lid are formed 
of non-interconnecting cellular polystyrene sheet plastic, 
internal transverse ribs of the same material spanning 
said lid, longitudinal L-shaped strengthening members 
secured to the free edges of said walls, and longitudinally 
extending strengthening members secured to said walls 
at the junctions thereof with said floor, said last men 
tioned strengthening members also serving to elevate said 
floor. 

2. The casket according to claim 1 in which said floor 
is also formed of the said plastic. 

3. The casket according to claim 1 which includes lift 
ing handle assemblies extending through the lateral walls 
thereof, said walls being strengthened in the location of 
such extension by inner panels of high impact poly 
styrene sheet plastic, which panels extend downwardly 
from said location to the junction of said walls and floor. 

4. The casket according to claim 1 which includes lift 
ing handle assemblies said assemblies having lifting bars 
and right angulated threaded end portions extending 
through the lateral walls thereof, said walls being 
strengthened in the location of said end portions by inner 
panels of high impact polystyrene sheet plastic, and by 
outer plates of the same material, said panels extending 
downwardly to the junction of said walls and floor, said 
lifting handle assemblies also including shoulders near 
said end portions bearable against said plates, and nuts 
for said end portions engageable against said panels. 

5. The casket according to claim 1 which includes 
strengthening, non-plastic edge members upon said lid, 
abuttable against said L-shaped members. 
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