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CHIRoPRACTIC PoRTABLE FOLDING TABLE 
Charles F. Atwell, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Application February 7, 1940, serial No. 317,639 
1 Claim. (CI. 128-72) 

This invention relates to a portable, adjustable 
table that may have a wide range of uses, but is 
particularly adapted for use in chiropractic ad 
justments. An important advantage of the in 
vention is that the table has a varying degree of 
resiliency over its supporting areas and is made 
in a peculiar manner to permit Such adjustments 
to be made upon the human body in the most 
effective manner. A further important advan 
tage of the invention is that the table, while 
forming a very rigid structure when in an ex 
tended condition, may be folded and transported 
with ease, a major advantage when calls have to 
be made at the individual homes of patients. 
These and other objects and advantages of 

the invention will become apparent to those 
versed in the art in the following description of 
one particular form of the invention as illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a structure em 
bodying the invention; 

Fig. 2, a top plan view; 
Fig. 3, a bottom plan view; and 
Fig. 4, a side elevation of the table in folded 

condition ready for transportation. 
Like characters of reference indicate like parts 

throughout the several views in the drawings. 
The table consists primarily of a major cen 

tral section ( ), a foot section and a pair of 
head sections 2 and 3. The central Section 
to has its forward end tapered to a front edge 
less in width than that of the rear end and each 
of the head sections 2 and 3 have their outer 
edges flaring outwardly and forwardly from this 
front edge of the section 0. In other words the 
sides of the head sections 2 and 3 and the Sec 
tion i O slope inwardly toward the longitudinal 
center line of the table to give V-like indenta 
tions with the apex of the V being at the junc 
tion of the head sections 2 and 3 with the cent 
tral section 0. 
These two head sections 2 and 3 are prefer 

ably tied together on a base frame 4 which is 
hinged by its rear end through the hinges 5 
and 6 to the front end of the section 0. A Suf 
ficient space is left between the Sections 2 and 
3 so that the patient may rest his head on these 
two sections with his nose and mouth positioned 
within the space between those two sections, the 
patient lying in a face-down position on the 
table. The reduced width of the table between 
the head sections and the central part of the 
center section 0 permits the patient to drop his 
arms downwardly on each side of the table. 
The central section f G is provided with a pair 
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of U-shaped. members 7 and 8 hinged to the 
respective forward and rear ends of the section 

on its under-side. Each of these members 
. . and 8 is so formed that it may be swung 
from the normal. Supporting position, as indi 
cated by solid lines in the several views, to the 
dash line positions as indicated in Fig. 3. Each 
member Serves by its extending legs to Support 
the top Section C at the required distance above 
the floor. To fix the members 7 and 8 in their 
Supporting positions, a pair of U-shaped braces 
9 and 20 respectively have their leg ends piv 

Otally engaged With the downturned legs of the 
members. T and 8 and their cross bar parts de 
tachably engaged under a short bar 2, Fig. 3, 
which is secured in position by any suitable 
means, such as a thumb nut 22. Freferably the 
thumb nut 22 is screw-threadedly engaged on a 
bolt which extends downwardly from a cross 
member 23 built into the top section 0 and 
against which the members 9 and 20 are 
clamped. It is to be noted that the connecting 
parts between the legs of the braces f9 and 20 
have an appreciable length. So that when they are 
clamped against the cross member 23, there will 
be a tendency to stiffen those brace members and 
prevent torsional distortion. The braces 9 and 
20 are so proportioned in length that they may 
assume the dash line positions, Fig. 3, when the 
leg members 7 and 8 are folded up against the 
under-side of the top section (). Preferably the 
top section 0 has a downturned flange 24 ex 
tending entirely therearound of sufficient depth 
as Will permit the leg members 7 and 8 and 
their brace members 9 and 20 to be received 
entirely within that projecting flange. 
The head sections 2 and 3 are adjustably sup 

ported at varying angles in respect to the general 
horizontal position of the mid-section 0 of the 
table. The means for securing this adjustment 
may aSSume a number of forms and is herein 
ShOWn aS consisting of a generally U-shaped 
support 25 having a central cross member en 
gaging in the notches of rack members 26 and 
27 secured to the under-sides of the head sec 
tions and then having a leg extending from each 
end of that transverse part downwardly and rear 
Wardly to engage the respective legs of the for 
ward leg member 7. By hinging this support 
member 25 to the legs of the member 7, it may 
likewise be swung over into the dash line posi 
tion indicated in Fig. 3 when the member f is 
folded under the mid-section 0. 
The foot section f is hinged by a plurality of 

hinges 28 to the rear end of the mid-section o 

  



2 
and carries some suitable support, herein shown 
as consisting of a third leg member 29 similar to 
the members 7 and 8 and having a central 
cross member hingedly engaging the under-side 
of the section f with a leg downturned from each 
end thereof. This member 29 is so proportioned 
in relation to the dimensions of the section 
that it may be folded around to assume the dash 
line position to lie entirely within the Surround 
ing flange 30 extending downwardly from the 
under-side of the foot section . 
When the legs and the respective braces are 

folded as above indicated against their respec 
tive table parts, the head sections 2 and 3 and 
the foot section may be folded around to. as 
Sume those positions indicated in Fig. 4 and by 
Suitable latches 3 and 32 be engaged with the 
mid-section () to form a compact unit of re 
duced length that may be carried about by a 
handle 33 secured to the Side of the downturned 
flange 24 of the mid-section 0. Of course, the 
table may be set up by reversing the operations 
as above indicated. 

Particular attention is directed to the con 
struction of the various Sections of the table, 
particularly the head Sections 2 and 3 and the 
mid-section ). The head sections 2 and 3 
are upholstered to have a degree of resiliency, 
Sponge rubber 34 being herein indicated as com 
prising the resilient element and covered over 
by any suitable surface material 35, such as 
leather. An important feature of the inven 
tion in addition to the tapering of the head sec 
tions 2 and 3 and the mid-section fo toward 
their hinged junction is providing a varying 
degree of resiliency in the upholstery employed 
on the mid-section 9. In order to prevent 
bruising of the patient in making spinal adjust 
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ments, I provide a limited area at the front end 

2,236,770 
of the mid-section 0 that has considerably less 
resilience than that of the remainder of the 
table but which will adequately support the pa 
tient at the junction of the sternum and 
clavicles and at the same time permit a desired 
degree of increased resilience therebehind. I 
accomplish this result by providing in the usual 
manner a plurality of coiled Springs 35 pre 
formed in a spring frame or individually an 
chored as may be desired over the floor of the 
mid-section 0 and then mounting a . Section of 
sponge rubber 37 centrally of the mid-section 
0 at the forward end, preferably with at least 
one spring 36 on either side thereof as indicated 
in Fig. 2. By thus. varying the degree of resil 
iency over the mid-section 10, I provide the re 
quired varying degree of support of the patient 
where most desirable. 
While. I have herein shown and described my 

invention in the one best form as now known to 
me, it is obvious that structural changes may be 
employed without departing from the spirit of 
the invention and I, therefore, do not desire to 
be limited to that precise form beyond the limita 
tions as may be imposed by the following claim. 

. I claim: 
In a chiropractic adjusting table, a central 

table section, a head, table section connecting 
with the central section, said two sections each 
having a materially reduced. Width: at their junct 
tion, said head section, being bifurcated, resil 
ient, cushioning means on each.side of the open 
ing through the head section, resilient Cushion 
ing coiled Spring means Over Said Central Sec 
tion, and less, resilient. Sponge rubber cushioning 
means on the central section immediately adja 
cent its junction. With said head. Section. 

CHARES FATWEL. 


