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5201 Compute the defocus amount based on a specific shift amount (X0)
which imparts the minimum value (C_min) of the corelation amount (C)
of a pair of focal point detection signal sequences (afi] and bl

5202 Is the minimurn value {C_min) of the correlation amount {C) of the pair
of focal point detection signal sequences smaller than a predetermined
threshold value (C_thy?

$203 1s the brightness of a photographic subject darker than a predetermined brightness?

5204 Calculate the difference (ja-b) between the coresponding focal point
detection signals in the pair of focal point detection signal sequences that
were relatively shifted by the specific shift amount (X0)

5205 Divide the pair of focal paint detection signal sequences into two pairs of
partial signal sequences

5206 Compute two dafocus amounts based on the phase differance amounts (X1
and X2) of each pair of the two pairs of partial signal sequences

5207 Of the two defocus amounts (D1 and D2), determine the closest defocus
amount as the focal point adjusting defocus amount

$208 Determine the defocus amount (DOJ, which was computed on the basis of
the specific shift amount (X) of the pair of focal point detection signal
sequences. as the focal point adjusting defocus amount
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(57) Abstract: A tfocal point detection device is provided with: a focal point detection
sensor for outputting a pair of focal point detection signal sequences; a difterence cal-
culation unit for obtaining multiple differences by sequentially calculating the differ-
ences between the corresponding focal point detection signals in the pair of focal point
detection signal sequences; a division unit for dividing the pair of focal point detection
signal sequences into at least two pairs of partial signal sequences on the basis of the
multiple differences; a focal point detecting parameter computation unit for computing
a first focal point detecting parameter in accordance with the phase difference amount
of a first pair of the partial signal sequences and a second focal point detecting paramet -
er in accordance with the phase difference amount of a second pair of the partial signal
sequences; and a focal point adjusting parameter determination unit for determining the
first focal point detecting parameter or the second focal point detecting parameter as the
focal point adjusting parameter.
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