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To all whom it may concern, 
Be it known that I, HENRY E. Bow N, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Columbus, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Commode-Pan 
Structure for Tilting Beds, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to commode pan 

structure for tilting beds and is particularly 
designed as an improvement in apparatus 
for application to beds designed to be uti 
lized in surgical operations and for other 
similar objects. 

It is aimed, in portion, to provide a struc 
ture of commode pan which is applicable to 
Surgical beds and which may be gradually 
adjusted to maintain a substantially hori 
Zontal position during the gradual tilting 
operation of the bed. 

It is designed to be detachable and pref 
erably comprises a seat pivotally secured 
at one end and having its other end capable 
of adjustment in an arcuate direction. In 
the effectuation of such adjustment, I desir 
ably utilize a base having a ratchet and 
yoke structure, the yoke being secured to 
the free end of the seat and being pivotally 
mounted thereon, so as to permit of assum 
ing various bracing relations to the seat and 
the base. In conjunction with the seat and 
base structure, I utilize a pan proper which 
is readily removable and the removability 
of such pan renders it possible to collapse 
the seat structure so that it occupies a mini 
mum space only and greatly facilitates the 
insertion of the same beneath the patient 
upon the bed. In conjunction with this 
commode pan structure, I desirably use an 
adjustable back rest, which may be adjusted 
so as to maintain the patient in a sitting 
posture. 
One of the essential and advantageous 

features of my seat structure, resulting par 
tially from the removability of the pan from 
beneath the seat while in comparatively ele 
vated position, is the fact that the said struc 
ture serves to maintain the body of the pa 
tient in a position for ready cleansing and 
treatment or further operation. The opera 
tions to which this device is peculiarly 
adapted, are any of those operations which 
are necessary in the vicinity of the rectum. 
The preferred embodiment of my inven 

tion is shown in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which similar characters of refer 

ence designate corresponding parts, and in 
which Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tilting 
bed structure with my invention applied 
thereto, Fig. 2 is a detail view in elevation 
of the pan structure in operative position, 
and, Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the struc 
ture shown in Fig. 2. 
In the drawings, the ordinary bedstead 

is shown at 1 and centrally and pivotally 
mounted thereon is what may be termed the 
bed proper 2 having a mattress 3 thereon 
and being elevated by means of a worm and 
rack structure 4 controlled by the crank 
handle 5. The racks are shown at 6 as be 
ing pivotally secured as at 7 to the bed 
proper and extending through casings sup 
ported by hangers 8 carried upon the bed 
stead 1. They are under the control of 
Worms mounted upon shaft 9 which is ro 
tatable as aforesaid, by the crank handle 5. 
The tilting bed proper is desirably fitted 

With a back-rest 10 pivotally mounted at 
One end upon the base 11 having ratchet 
notches 12 therein for the adjustable recep 
tion of a bracing yoke 13. 
The bed pan structure comprises a seat 

14 pivotally secured to a rectangular base 15 
having ratchet notches 16 formed therein 
and the seat is adjustable and maintained 
in adjusted position by the coaction of a 
yoke member 17 with such ratchet notches 
16, the notches within which said yoke rests, 
determining the angle of the seat to its base 
which desirably rests flat upon the mattress 
of the bed proper, if a mattress be used. 
The seat is desirably provided near its 
pivoted end with chains 18 and hooks 19, 
whereby the commode pan structure may be 
readily attached to the bed proper. 
The seat is apertured as at 20 and beneath 

the aperture there are provided slideways 
21 for the reception of flanges 22 upon the 
commode pan 23, which is provided with a 
handle 24. This commode pan may, there 
fore, be removed or inserted at will. 
In operation, assuming that the patient is 

lying at full length upon the bed, the com 
mode pan structure with the pan removed, 
and in collapsed position, is slid beneath the 
patient and as the crank handle 5 is rotated 
to tilt the bed, the seat is gradually swung 
upon its pivot to maintain a substantially 
horizontal position. Thus the patient may 
be caused to assume a sitting posture by de 
grees and such sitting posture may becom 
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plete or partial. When the seat is in proper 
position, the pan is slid into place if it is de 
sired to utilize the pan or the tilting bed 
may be returned to normal position, leaving 
the patient in a position suitable for opera 
tion in a well known manner. If the pan is 
used as it may be, for the collection of poi 
Sonous matter or for the drainage of a 
Wound or any other sinhilar purpose, it may 
then be removed and the bed lowered to 
ormal position, whereupon the limbs of the 

patient are maintained in a position to fa 
cilitate cleansing of the wound. 

it will be seen that I have provided a 
structure of commode pan, which is readily 
attachable to a bed and may be adjusted to 
vary its angle with relation to the surface of 
such bed. It is particularly advantageous 
to utilize a tilting bed structure since the 
movement of the head of the bed proper up 
Wardly, tends to move the patient toward a 
sitting posture, while the adjustment of the 
seat of the cominode pan structure causes it 
to maintain a horizontal position while con 
stantly changing its angle with 'elation to 
the tilted bed. In this manner the patient 
inay be readily caused to assume a sitting 
postule and as hitherto pointed out, the seat 
and base may be inserted beneath the patient 
with small difficulty, because of its capabil 
ity of collapsing to occupy a minimum space. 

1,086,584 

What I claim, is 1. A commode pan support for tilting 
beds comprising a seat capable of arcuate 
adjustment from a normally flat position, 
Ineans for Securing a pan to said seat. 

2. A commode pain support for tilting 
beds comprising a seat capable of adjust 
ment from a normally flat position to com 
pensate for the tilting of the bed, and slide 
ways on said seat for supporting a pan. 

3. A colnmode pan support for tilting 
beds comprising a seat capable of adjust 
ent from a normally flat position to com 

pensate for tilting, and means for attach 
ing said seat to the side of the bed. 

4. A commode pan support for tilting 
beds comprising a seat pivoted at One end, 
means for varying the elevation of the oppo 
site end, chains fastened at one end to said 
seat, and hooks on the other end for engag 
ing the side of the bed at any point. 

5. A commode pan support for tilting 
beds comprising an adjustable seat, and a 
removable pan secured to said seat. 

in testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

HENRY E. BOWN. 

Witnesses: 
WALTER E. S. BOCR, 
A. L. PHELPS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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