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This invention relates to a device for holding 
fish, and one of its objects is to provide a device 
for holding a fish by its head or tail while it is 
being scaled and cleaned, or for holding its head 
back of the gills to enable a fishhook to be re 
moved from the mouth or the throat of the fish, 
drfor use in place of a gaff hook to grip a hooked 
fish to lift him out of water after being brought 
in reach, and for many other analogous purposes. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device of this character which is simple and in 
expensive in construction, reliable and efficient in 
use in enabling a fish to be gripped at the head, 
tail or about the body for convenience in per 
forming different operations, and which may be 
readily and conveniently manipulated in use. 
The invention consists in the novel features of 

construction, combination and arrangement of 
parts, hereinafter fully described and claimed, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a view in side elevation of a fish holding 
device embodying our invention, showing in full 
and dotted lines the jaws in closed and fully 
Opened positions. 

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 
looking toward the inner face of one of the jaws. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of One of the toothed 
gripping plates removed from its jaw. 
In carrying our invention into practice we pro 

vide a holding device comprising a pair of coun 
terpart clamping jaws and 2 which are formed 
at one end With substantially circular portions 
3 and 4 arranged side by side and which are aper 
tured for passage of a pivot pin, rivet or bolt 5 
whereby the jaws are pivotally connected for 
Opening and closing movements. From these 
portions 3 and 4 the relatively outer surfaces of 
the jaws are longitudinally curved or rounded 

- tOWard their opposite or free ends to give the jaws 
a desired tapered formation and to provide outer 
Surfaces of a form adapting them to be con 
veniently gripped in the hand of the operator to 
enable a firm hold thereon to be obtained and the 
device readily manipulated for gripping and re 
leasing operations. w 

Disposed between the inner faces of the jaws 
adjacent to their pivoted ends is a U-shaped 
spring 6 for normally holding the jaws spread 
apart. This spring may be made of spring metal 
plate or spring Wire, as desired. In the form 
shown the Spring is made of a Spring metal plate 
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ranged adjacent the pivoted ends of the jaws and 
its arms 8 and 9 extending forwardly therefrom 
and bearing against the inner faces of the respec 
tive jaws. One of these arms, as the arm 8, is 
fixed to the jaw 2 by a pin or other suitable fas 
tening member f0, while the other arm 9 is formed 
with a longitudinal slot. for the passage of a 
pin or other suitable fastening member 2, where 
by said arm 9 is slidably connected to the jaw 
to allow relative shifting movements between such 
arm and the spring in the opening and closing 
movements of the jaws. With this construction 
the jaw 2 may be considered as a stationary jaw 
and the jaw as a movable jaw movable under 
pressure toward the jaw 2 against the resistance 
of the spring and movable away from the jaw 2 
by reaction of the spring when the pressure on 
the jaW is relaxed or removed. 
Mounted upon the inner faces of the jaws be 

tween their transverse centers and free ends are 
toothed gripping elements 3 and 4. Each of 
these elements comprises an oblong rectangular 
plate secured to its jaw by suitable fastening 

25 
members 5 and having its longitudinal side edges 
and its front transverse edge disposed in aline 
ment. With the side edges and front edge at the 
free end of the jaw. Each plate has its front 
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edge bent at an angle thereto and formed to pro 
vide a row of triangular gripping teeth 6, the 
teeth of the plates 3 and 4 being arranged to 
project toward each other for cooperative grip 
ping action when the jaws are closed. Each plate 
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is also provided in rear of its teeth 6 with two 
sets or groups of integral triangular teeth T bent 
therefrom and arranged in staggered order, each 
group Comprising a front Single centrally disposed 
tooth and two teeth disposed in rear thereof in 
transverse alinements and on opposite sides of 
the longitudinal center of the plate, said groups 
being placed one in rear of the other and at dif 
ferent distances from the tooth row f6. The ar 
rangement is thus such that the teeth 6 may be 
used alone for a gripping action or in connection 
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With the first set of teeth 7 or with both sets 
of teeth on the jaws, according to the portion 
of the fish to be grasped for a firm holding ac 
tion. Teeth may be arranged in different order, 
if desired. - - 

In the use of the device, the device is grasped 
in the hand and operated like a pair of tweezers 
to grip a desired portion of the fish. In gripping 
a fish by the tail in scaling the front gripping 
teeth 6 are used. In gripping a fish by the head 
while scaling and cleaning it, holding its head 

bent into U-shape with its return portion 7 ar- 55 back of the gills while removing a fishhook from 

  



2 
the mouth or throat of the fish, the front teeth 
6 and front group of teeth 7 are used. In 

gripping a fish about the head or middle or other 
portion of the body all of the teeth may be used 
to secure a firm hold. All teeth are also used 
in employing the device in place of a gaff hook 
to grip a hooked fish after bringing him to the 
surface of the water and alongside a boat in 
landing a large fish. The device may also be used 
for other purposes in handlingfish and other ob 
jects which are to be held firmly while being 
manipulated or operated upon. 
The construction described adapts the device - 

to be economically made and readily and con 
veniently operated and also adapts the jaws, if 
desired, to be made of wood, metal or plastic 
materials, to which the gripping plates may be 
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independent clamping jaws pivotally connected 
at one end for opening and closing movements, 
springs means disposed between the jaws adja 
cent the pivoted ends thereof for normally hold 
ing the jaws open, and a metallic gripping plate 
secured to the inner face of each jaw between 
the free end of the jaw and Spring and Spaced 
from the latter, each plate being provided with 
a transverse row of integral gripping teeth struck 
up therefrom and disposed in alinement with the 
free end of the jaw and groups of gripping teeth 
arranged in staggered order and disposed at dif 
ferent distances from the free end of the jaw. 

5. 
2. A fish holding device comprising a pair of 

clamping jaws having substantially circular, flat 
disk-shaped portions at one end arranged in 
parallel relation and pivotally connected to coul fastened in the manner shown or in any other. 

suitable manner. The gripping plates may be 
formed by stamping then from sheet metal or 
in any other Suitable manner and, while the con 
struction thereof shown is preferred, other forms 
preserving their structural merits may be en 
ployed. It will also be understood that, while the 
general construction of the device as disclosed is 
preferred, changes in the form, construction and 
arrangement of its parts, falling Within the scope 
of the appended claims, may be made without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of the 
advantages of the invention. 

Having thus described our invention, we claim: 
1. A fish holding device comprising a pair of 
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ple the jaws for-opening and closing movements, 
a U-shaped spring disposed between the jaws 
adjacent the pivoted ends thereof with its bight 
portion abutting against said ends and its arms 
projecting therefrom toward the free ends of 
the jaWS, One of said arms being fixed to One of 
the jaws and the other arm being slidably con 
nected with the other jaw, and gripping plates 
secured to the inner faces of the jaws and pro 
vided with gripping teeth bent therefrom and 
arranged at different distances from the free ends 
of the jaws and in advance of and spaced from 
the arms of the spring. 

; FRANK W. BENTON. 
ARTHUR. C. PORTERFIELD. 

  

  

  

  

  

  


