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This invention relates to trousers, shorts and 
the like garments having means for adjusting the 
size of the waist. The most important considera 
tions in devising adjustments of this kind are 
that they should neither cause discomfort to the 
Wearer nor be detrimental to the appearance Or 
hang of the garment. 
Numerous proposals have already been made 

to adjust the Waistbands of trousers by form 
ing therein folds, gussets or slits of adjustable 
width with various means for securing them in 
adjusted position. Other proposals include elas 
tic means whereby a pucker is formed in a part 
or parts of the waistband. Any adjustment, how 
ever, which involves forming an obvious fold or 
pucker in a part of the garment where none is 
normally present will detract from the fit and ap 
pearance of the garment and Will be liable to be 
uncomfortable in Wear. 
An object of the present invention is the provi 

Sion of adjusting means which will be substan 
tially invisible, will retain the Smooth fit and ap 
pearance of the waistband in any adjusted posi 
tion and will occasion no discomfort to the Wearer. 

Trousers, shorts and the like are normally pro 
vided at the waist with front pleats which coin 
cide with the creases in the legs of the garment 
and according to the present invention an ad 
Justment of the waist is effected by varying the 
depth of these front pleats. The waist portion 
or band is provided with folds, the external edges 
of which correspond with the edges of the Ordi 
nary front pleats and means are provided for var 
ying the Width of the folds and Securing them in 
any of several positions. 
The Securing means comprise straps. Or tabs 

inside of the waistband arranged to pass across 
the folds and be fastened to One or other of a 
number of buttons or other attachment means. 
The front of the waistband between the folds is 
finished off in any suitable Way, either by straps 
Sewn to the outer edges of the folds and form 
ing continuations of the waistband secured by a 
central buckle or the like or by continuing the 
inner part of one of the folds across the fly front 
and hooking or buttoning it adjacent the other 
fold. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawings, applied in two WayS. 
Figs, 1 and 2 are respectively a front, and a 

rear view in perspective of a trousers top incor 
porating one form of adjustable Securing means. 

Figs. 3 and 4 are similar Views showing a modi 
fied form of the Securing means. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a pair of trousers A 

(C. 2-237) 
is provided with shaping pleats B and C of which 
the pleats B coincide as usual with the creases 
D in the trouser legs. 
In the waistband E are formed flat folds F, 

the external edges of which form continuations 
of the front pleats B. Inside the front of the 
Waistband are sewn two straps or tabs G which 
pass across the folds and can be buttoned to any 
of three buttons H., H., H3 to secure the adjust 
ment and hold the folds Fflat against the inside 
of the Waistband. The waistband is finished off 
in front with straps J sewn to the edges of the 
folds F and secured by a buckle K. 
In Figs. 3 and 4 the adjustment is made in a 

similar way by varying the width of the folds F. 
but, to Secure the adjustment, straps L. of the 
material of the waistband are led through eyelets 
M to the inside of the waistband, where they 
paSS acroSS the folds and are fastened to any of 
the buttons Hi, H., H3. In place of the buckle 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the front of the waistband 
is finished off by a portion of waistband N which 
Covers the top of the fly and is hooked to a bar 
O. The eyelets M, which may be of metal, Cellu 
loid or any suitable material, are preferably col 
ored similarly to the cloth of the trousers, in 
which case they are nearly invisible in use. 

It will be seen that in both forms of construc 
tion the waistband remains smooth and unpuck 
ered in all adjusted positions, the only apparent 
effect of a tightening adjustment being to deepen 
the front pleats, which detracts in no way from 
the appearance and hang of the trousers. 
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It will be noted that the outer folds of the 
pleats are non-rolling and that the adjustment 
of the waist portion is achieved solely by the roll 
ing of the inner folds. In Figs. 1 and 2 the roll 
ing of the Outer folds is prevented by the attach 
ment of the belt straps J to the bights of the 
Outer folds. In Figs. 3 and 4 the tapes or straps 
I are attached to the bights of the Outer folds and 
in this Way the pleats are held to alinement with 
the creases D of the garment. 

It will also be noted that the straps G of Figs. 
1 and 2 and the straps I of Figs. 3 and 4 exert 
their pull or rolling force on the inner folds from 
points on the inner Walls of the inner folds spaced 
from the bights of Such inner folds. Thus these 
straps G and L. may draw the inner folds inwardly 
to a considerable extent at the same time func 
tioning to maintain the inner folds flat against 
the waist portion. 
In FigS. 1 and 2 the belt J retains the Outer folds 

of the pleats in position and in a substantially 
flat condition so that they preserve their aline 
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2 
ment with the creases.D in all adjusted positions. 
The fact that the outer folds are non-rolling in 
Sures this permanent alinement. In Figures 3 
and 4 the attachment of the straps I, with the 
bights of the Outer folds subserve the same func 
tion. 
The tern 'secured' as used in the claims with 

reference to the straps G of Figures 1 and 2 and 
I of Figures 3 and 4 is intended to cover both con 
Structions in that the straps I of Figure 4 are 
viewed as being slidably secured to the inner fold 
through the eyelet or slot M. Of course in Figure 
2 the straps G are fixedly secured to the inner 
folds as by stitching or the like. 
What I claim is:- 
1. In trousers, shorts and the like bifurcated 

garnents, a garment body having leg portions 
and a waist portion, said leg portions having 
front creases therein, said waist portion having 
front pleats comprising inner and outer folds, 
the edges of said folds formed with bights, the 
bights of the outer folds forming continuations 
of said creases, means secured to the bights of 
the outer folds to prevent the same from rolling 
and to hold the bights of the outer folds per 
manently in continuation of said front creases, 
means secured to parts of the inner folds spaced 
from the bights thereof to roll said inner folds 
in the contracting and expanding of the Waist 
portion and pressing against the inner folds to 
hold the same fiat, and adjustment connections 
on the inside of the waist portion for Said second 
ES 
2. In trousers, shorts and the like bifurcated 

garments, a garment body having leg portions 
and a waist portion, said leg portions having 
front creases therein, said waist portion having 
front pleats comprising inner and outer folds, the 
edges of said folds formed with bights, the bights 
of the outer folds forming continuations of said 
creases, means secured to the bights of the Outer 
folds to prevent the same from rolling and to 
hold the bights of the outer folds permanently in 
continuation of said creases, straps inside the 
waist portion secured to the inner walls of the 

2,140,221 
inner folds at points spaced from the bights 
thereof to roll said inner folds in the contracting 
and expanding of the waist portion and pressing 
against the inner folds to hold the same flat, and 
adjustment connections on the inside of the waist 
portion for Said straps. 

3. In trousers, shorts and the like bifurcated 
garments, a garnent body having leg portions 
and a waist portion, said leg portions having 
front creases therein, said waist portion having 10 
front pleats comprising inner and outer folds, 
the edges of said folds formed with bights, the 
bights of the outer folds forming continuations 
of said creases, straps secured to the inner walls 
of the inner folds at points spaced from the 
bights thereof to roll said inner folds in the con 
tracting and expanding of the waist portion and 
pressing against the inner folds to hold the Saime 
flat, adjustment connections on the inside of the 
waist portion for said straps, and a finishing 
belt having its end portions attached to the bights 
of the outer folds and extending across the gap 
between said pleats for holding the bights of 
the Outer folds against rolling and in continua 
tion of the front creases. 

4. In trousers, shorts and the like bifurcated 
garments, a garment body having leg portions 
and a waist portion, said leg portions having 
front creases therein, Said waist portion having 
front pleats comprising inner and outer folds, the 
edges of said folds formed with bights, the bights 
of the outer folds forming continuations of said 
creases, straps Secured to the bights of said outer 
folds passing inwardly through said waist por 
tion and across the inner folds so as to hold the 
inner folds flat and the bights of the Outer folds 
permanently in continuation of the front creases, 
adjustment connections on the inside of the waist 
portion for said straps, a finishing belt attached 
at One end to the inner fold of One pleat and 
extending across the front of the garment, and 
attachment means for the other end of said belt 
near the Outer fold of the other pleat. 

JOHN LESLIE CORNISH. 
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