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This invention relates to cigarette cases, and 
in particular to a cigarette case that is capable 
of holding cigarettes of two different lengths. 
The conventional fiat cigarette cases of the past 

were adaptable for holding cigarettes of the 
standard size having retaining means to hold the 
cigarettes when placed parallel to each other in 
the case. The size of the case corresponded to 
the length of standard size cigarettesi and such 
cases could not be used to hold the so-called 
"King size' cigarettes which have recently come 
on the market and which are about one-third 
longer than the ordinary cigarette. 
“My invention comprises broadly a cigarette case 

that is adaptable for holding cigarettes in either 
longitudinal or transverse position, that is to 

say, the cigarettes when placed side by side may 
be aligned in an east-west direction in the case 
or in a north-south direction. This is accom 
plished by incorporating in a single case retain 
ing means that will retain cigarettes placed either 
lengthwise or crosswise therein. The cigarette 
holding compartment is of such a size that it 
corresponds approximately in length to the length 
of cigarettes to be contained therein and its width also corresponds to the length of such cigarettes 
so that if it is to be used for holding cigarettes 
of a single length in either a longitudinal or 
transverse position, the compartment is square in 
shape. . . . . 

If the case is to be adaptable for holding cig 
arettes of two different lengths such as “King 
size' and standard size cigarettes, the cigarette 
holding compartment of the case is of such a size 
that it accommodates a suitable number of "King 
size” cigarettes when placed lengthwise in the 
compartment, or alternatively suitable for hold 
ing a plurality of standard size cigatettes parallel 
to one another when placed crosswise therein, 
that is to say, the length of the compartment cor 
responds to the length of the “King size' ciga 
rettes and the width corresponds to the length of 
the standard size cigarettes. - 
In a preferred modification, the case is capable 

of holding either and/or both standard and 
“King size' cigarettes in the same case. This is 
the type in which two cigarette compartments 
are hinged together so that when closed the ciga 
rettes are entirely enclosed and protected, and 
When open the cigarettes are available for with 
drawal. “King size' cigarettes can be held in 
One compartinent running in a longitudinal di 
rection and the standard size cigarettes, run 
ning in a transverse position, "can be placed in 

that the two size cigarettes are arranged cross 
wise to each other. This is of material advan 
tage and is also possible in a dual square case 
adaptable for holding only a single length ciga 
rette described above, for when the case is full, 
the cigarettes are less likely to be crushed than 
in the conventional type where the cigarettes run 
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in the same direction. This is especially true 
when the exterior of the case is made of some 
yieldable material such as fabric or leather which 
is susceptible to pressure or jars from the outside 
tending to crush the cigarettes, since the criss 
cross position of the cigarettes contained therein 
is rigid and capable of withstanding such treat 
ment. . . . . . . . . - - - 
My invention is not limited to any particular 

style of flat, cigarette case, nor to the materials 
of construction. Thus, for example, the exterior 
may be of leather, fabric, enamelled metal, mold 
ed resinous material, light weight wood, or simi 
lar material, and any suitable covering means 
may be provided such as hinged type covers, slide, 
roll-back covers, and the like. The particular 
structural details, while forming an integral part 
of the invention, are not critical and this is an 
important advantage since in the fabrication of . 
the products of the present invention it is not 
necessary to make extensive alterations to ciga 
rette cases now being manufactured, but the 
standard patterns and forms of cases can in most 
instances be used. 
The invention will be further described in con junction with the accompanying drawing in 

which: 
Fig. 1 is an open plan view of a cigarette case 

holding long or “King size' cigarettes; 
Fig. 2 is an Open plan View of the same case 

shown in Fig. 1 but holding standard size ciga 
rettes; 

Fig. 3 is a cross section of the case shown in 
Fig. 1 taken along the line 3'-3' but differs in 
that the case is closed; 

Fig. 4 is a corner section of the case showing 
the cigarette retaining member of Figs. 1 and 2; 
- Figs. 5 and 6 are open plan views of cases 
Similar to Figs. 1. and 2 but showing modifications 
of the diagonal retaining member. 

Referring specifically to the drawing, Figs. 1 
and 2 illustrate a cigarette case comprising a re 
ceptacles for holding cigarettes and a lid or 
cover 2 hinged together at 3. An extensible band 
4 is stretched diagonally across the cigarette re 
ceptacle and secured to the receptacle at points 

the other. When the case is closed it is obvious 55 5- and 6. A spring latch coacts with fastening 
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means positioned on the lid to hold the lid When 
the case is closed. 
The case in Figs. 1 and 2 is shown as employing 

a resilient material Such as an elastic band 
Stretched diagonally across the case to hold the 
cigarettes either longitudinally as shown in Fig. 1 
Or transversely as shown in Fig. 2. This repre 
sents a preferred modification of retaining the 
cigarettes because although the band is secured 
at both ends, it is sufficiently flexible so that the 
cigarettes may be inserted beneath it and ex 
tracted for use Without danger of bending or 
otherwise damaging the cigarettes. 
Instead of an elastic band which is yieldable 

at all points, the diagonal band may be of a non 
resilient material itself, but attached to each cor 
ner by means of a Spring Which renders it ex 
tensible. 
A second modification shown in Fig. 5 illus 

trates a cigarette case comprising a receptacle a 
for holding cigarettes and a lid or cover 2a. 
hinged together at 3a. A metal band 4d. extends 
diagonally across the cigarette receptacle a be 
tween diagonally opposite corners, being hinged 
to one of said Corners by means of a Spring actu 
ated hinge. A spring latch a coacts with a fas 
tening means positioned on the lid to hold the 
lid. When the case is closed. In this modification 
the cigarette retaining means 4d hinged at one 
of the diagonal corners by means of a spring ac 
tuated hinge is normally held in a position over 
lying and contacting all the cigarettes in the re 
ceptacle regardless of whether they are in a 
crosswise or lengthwise position. The Spring ac 
tuated hinge also permits the retaining member 
4a to be raised in a vertical direction when it 
is desired to remove cigarettes from the recepta 
cle and said Spring should be sufficiently strong 
to hold the cigarettes in place when the retain 
ing member is in its normally horizontal posi 
tion. It is of course inmaterial to which corner 
the metal band is hinged as long as it extends in 
a substantially diagonal direction across the case 
So that a part thereof overlies each cigarette in 
the Case. 
A further modification illustrated in Fig. 6 

comprises a cigarette case having a receptacle b 
for holding cigarettes and a lid or cover 2b 
hinged together at 3b. A spring latch b coacts 
With fastening means positioned on the lid to 
hold the lid. When the case is closed. The cig 
arette retaining means in this modification com 
prises two metal or nonresilient members 4b, one 
of Which is hinged preferably by a spring means 
at one corner of the receptacle b and extends 
in a diagonal direction across the case about half 
the distance to the opposite corner. The second 
member is similarly hinged at the opposite di 
agonal corner and extends in the same general 
direction a Sufficient distance to Substantially 
meet the first described retaining member where 
by the two members traverse the diagonal dis 
tance of the case. In this modification either of 
the bands may be raised independently of the 
other band to remove cigarettes from one half of 
the receptacle, the cigarettes in the other half 
being securely held by the other member. 
The manner of attaching the retaining means 

illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 to the diagonal cor 
ner or corners is not broadly limited to the use 
of the spring actuated member shown, permit 
ting vertical movement of the retaining means, 
and any other suitable fastening means may be 
employed. For example, the member may be 
made of a material capable of being flexed such 
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2,267,407 
as a steel band or flat spring rigidly fastened to 
the diagonal corner or corners and which re 
taining member can be raised vertically because 
of the flexibility of the material employed, but 
Which will resume its normal position overlying 
and contacting the cigarettes when the upward 
force is released. 
The diagonal retaining member or band may 

be made of a material flexible at all points, so 
that it can be raised a sufficient distance to per 
mit the Withdrawal of one cigarette at a time, 
the remainder of the cigarettes underlying the 
non-flexed portion being securely held in the 
receptacle. In other words, the fulcrum instead 
of being localized at only one end point at the 
corner of the receptacle, is a series of points 
along the band, and thus even when the retain 
ing means is displaced for removing a cigarette, 
the remaining cigarettes are held firmly in place 
and there is less tendency toward spilling. 

Similarly the retaining member or members of 
Figs. 5 and 6 may be pivotally connected to the 
diagonal Corner or corners in such a manner 
that the retaining member or members may be 
moved in a horizontal direction to facilitate the 
Withdrawal of cigarettes. The diagonal retain 
ing member or bands pivotally connected to the 
diagonal corner or corners overlies and contacts 
all the cigarettes in the compartment in essen 
tially the same manner as those specifically illus 
trated and at the same time possesses at least 
One advantageous operating feature. For exam 
ple when the retaining member 4d of Fig. 5 is 
pivotally connected to the corner, the band can 
be moved horizontally to the left far enough to 
permit removal of one cigarette and the remain 
ing cigarettes Will still be held in position. This 
operation may be repeated until all the cigarettes 
have been removed. When the cigarettes lie in 
the opposite direction the retaining member can 
be moved horizontally to the right and the same 
result achieved. 
Any of the cigarette cases described and shown 

in the drawing can be of the dual container 
type, that is, instead of a single container with 
a lid, two cigarette holding compartments are 
hinged together so that when closed the ciga 
rettes are completely protected and when opened 
flat, cigarettes are available on both sides. This 
dual type is capable of holding a larger quantity 
than the single type, and moreover, when used 
in conjunction with the present invention, one 
side may be used for holding “King size' ciga 
rettes and standard size cigarettes may be placed 
in the other. Although this dual type is not 
illustrated in the drawing, it should be under 
stood that the invention broadly includes such 
dual-container cases and is not limited to the 
exact details as set forth above. 
The invention also includes dual cases in 

which one receptacle is adaptable for holding 
cigarettes in accordance with the present inven 
tion and in which the other receptacle is suitable 
for holding other articles such as for example 
COSmetics, coins, keys, or other small articles. 
The present application is a continuation-in 

part of my copending application Serial No. 
335,684, filed May 17, 1940. 
What I claim is: 
1. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga 

rettes which comprises a case having at least one 
compartment capable of holding cigarettes when 
placed in either a longitudinal or transverse po 
sition, said compartment having linear means 
for retaining the cigarettes in place, said means 
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extending diagonally from one corner of said 
compartment to the opposite diagonal corner and 
being secured to at least one of the corners, 
whereby said retaining means may serve to hold 
cigarettes in place whether the cigarettes are 
disposed longitudinally with respect to the case 
Or transversely thereof. 

2. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga 
rettes of different lengths which comprises a 
case having at least one compartment capable 
of holding cigarettes of one length transversely 
or cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, 
said compartment having linear means for re 
taining the cigarettes in place, said means ex 
tending diagonally from one corner of said con 
partment to the opposite diagonal corner and 
being secured to at least one of the corners, 
whereby said retaining means may serve to hold 
cigarettes in place whether the cigarettes are 
disposed longitudinally with respect to the case 
or transversely thereof. 

3. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga 
rettes of different lengths which comprises a 
case having two hinged members, at least one 
of said members being a compartment capable of 
holding ciragettes of one length transversely or 
cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, said 
compartment having a retaining strap extending 
diagonally from one corner of said compartment 
to the other for retaining the cigarettes when in 
either longitudinal or transverse position. 

4. A cigarette case according to claim 3 in 
which the cigarette retaining means is an ex 
tensible band. 

5. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga 
rettes of different lengths which comprises a 
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case having two hinged members, at least one of 
said members being a compartment capable of 
holding cigarettes of one length transversely or 
cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, a 
one-piece linear retainer for holding the ciga 
rettes in place, said retainer being hingedly se 
cured to the cigarette compartment at one cor 
ner thereof and extending diagonally across the 
case to a point near the opposite diagonal corner 
of the cigarette compartment, whereby said re 
tainer may serve to hold cigarettes in place 
Whether such cigarettes are disposed longitudi 
nally With respect to the case or transversely 
thereof. 

6. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga 
rettes of different lengths which comprises a 
case having two hinged members, at least one 
of said members being a compartment capable of 
holding cigarettes of one length transversely or 
cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, re 
taining means for holding the cigarettes in place 
comprising two linear members, one being hing 
edly secured to the cigarette compartment at one 
corner thereof and extending diagonally across 
the case about half the distance to the opposite 
corner, the other linear member being hingedly 
secured to the cigarette compartment at the op 
posite diagonal corner and extending diagonally 
in the same general direction a Sufficient dis 
tance so that the two members coact to substan 
tially traverse the diagonal distance of the case 
and may serve to hold cigarettes in place whether 
the cigarettes are disposed longitudinally with 
respect to the case or transversely thereof. 

RUTH E LOWERY. 


