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" This “invention relates to-cigarette! cases, and
in¢ paltlcula,r ‘4o g4l cigarette ‘ease that is capable
of-Holding tigareties of 'two differertt lengths.

“The conventmnal ‘Aat cigarette cases of the past

Were ad%pbable for’ helding c1garettes of ' the ©

sta,ndald size' ha,vmg retaining ‘means’to hold the
mgafetteb when™ placed parallel to eaéh other in
the ‘cage.” The size of “the case corvésponded’ to
the’ leng'é,h of “standard 'size’ (:1garettes and such
cases “could (ot “he usedito” hold “the -so- -called
“King: ‘size” eigarettes ' which have recently come
‘on_the ‘market “and ‘whith are “about one= thlrd
longer tha,n the ordinary cigarette.

“My invention comipriges broadly a cigarette case

thatiis adaptable’ for holdmg cigarettes'in either -

EX longltuduﬂal or tmnsveue ‘position, that is to
say; the mgarett\,s when placed ‘side’ by side’ may
be’aligned in -an eéast-west d1rect10n in‘the case
or ‘in ‘a north-gouth’ dlrectlon "This 'is- accom-
phshed by 1ncorporat1ng in’a single” case retain-
ing means that-will rétain Gigarettes placcd either
lengthwise or crosswise therein. “Thecigarette
holding compartment is-of such “a ‘ize that it
‘corresponds approximatély in'léngth to the length

‘OF cigarettes to be coqtalned therein and its width 2

‘also” corresronds tothe’ length ‘of‘such’ cigarettes
so-that if it is-to be: used: for holding cigarettes
of a <1ngle length in ‘either g ‘longitudinal or
’orancver e position, the compairtmeént is square’in
shape.

If the case is to be adaptable for holdihg cig-
arettes of - two dlfferent lengths ‘such as “King
size” and smndard ‘size mgarettes the cigarette
Tholding comna*“tment of the case is of such a size

that it a,cwommoa tes'a suitable numbper of “King o

gize”’ c1gare;,tes ‘when ‘placed lenvthvwse in the
compartment or-alternatively suitable ‘for ‘hold-
ing a plurality of standard size cigarettes parauel
to one another ‘when ‘placed crosswise ‘therein,
that is to say, the’ lenigth of the compa,rtment cor-
1esponds to the length of ‘the “King ‘size” ciga-
Téttes and the width corresponds to the length of
the standaid size mgarettes

Tn a preferred modification, the ¢ase’ ‘is cspwble
of “holding ‘eithier ‘and/or ° ‘both “standard ‘and
“King’ size” cxgeuettes in‘the same case.’ This is
the type “in ‘which two * mgarette compartmems
are hinged together so that when closed the ciga-
rettes are entirely enclosed @nd. protected, and

when' open: the cigarettes are available for with-

drawal. “King size” cigareftes can be held in
one compartment running in a longitudindl di-
rection -and the stahdard "size ‘cigarettes, run-
ning ina transverse position, can:he placed in
the other.
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When the:case is-closed: it is:6bvious 58

junction with the accompanying
which:

that ‘the two size ‘cigarettes are arranged Cross-
wise 'to each other. This is of material advan-
tage and' is also possible”in a dual sguare case
adaptable for holding only a single length ciga~
rette described above, for when the case is full,
the cigarettes are less likely to be crushed than
in‘'the converitional type where the cigarettes run
in the 'same direction. ~This is especially true
When 'the: exterior of the case is made of some
vigldable material such as fabric or leather-which
is suscnptxble to pressure or jars from the out51de
tending to-crush the cigarettes, since the criss-
¢ross position of the ‘cigarettes contained therein

is r1g1d and capable of withstanding' stich treat-

ment

My invention is not hmlted to any particular
style "of flat cigarette cass, nor to the materials
of_construct-ion. Thus, for example, the exterior
may be of leather, fabric, enamelled mietal, mold-
ed resinous material, light weight wood, or simi-
lar materlal and any suitable covering means
may be! prov1d°d stch as hingsd type covers, slide,
roll back Govers, and the. like. . 'The particular
structural details, while forming an integral part
of the invention, are not critical and this is an
important advantage -since in the fabrication of -
the .preducts of the:present invention it is not
necessary to make. extensive alterations:to ciga~-
rette cases now .being . manufactured, but- the
standard patterns. and {orms of cases can in most
mstances be used.

The invention w111 be further descrlbed in-con-
drawing in

Fig..1 is -an-open plan ‘view of 'a cigarette case
holding long or “King size” cigarettes;

‘Fig. 2 is-an open plan view of the same case
shown: in -Fig. 1 but holding standard size ciga-
rettes;

Fig. 3.is a-cross section of the case shown in
Fig. 1 taken along the:line ‘3'—3’ but differs m

‘that the case is closed;

“Fig, 4°isa corner section of the case showing

‘the cigarette retaining member of Figs. 1 and 2;

“Figs. 5 and 6 are open plan views of cases
similar to Figs. 1. and 2 but showing modifications
of: the disgonal retaininig member.

‘Referring “specifically ‘to the drawing, Figs. 1
and 2 illustrate a cigaretie case comprising a re-
ceptacle -t for holding cigarettes and ‘a lid -or
€6vér 2 hinged together at 3. ' An extensible band
A5 streteched diagonally across-the cigarette re-
‘ceptacle 1'dnd secured to the recepiacle at points
B-and§. A-spring latch T coacts with fastening
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means positioned on the lid to hold the 1id when
the case is closed.

The case in Figs. 1 and 2 is shown as employing
a resilient material such as an elastic band
stretched diagonally across the case to hold the
cigarettes either longitudinally as shown in Fig. 1
or transversely as shown in Fig. 2. This repre-
sents a preferred modification of retaining the
cigarettes because although the band is secured
at both ends, it is sufficiently flexible so that the
cigarettes may be inserted beneath it and ex-
tracted for use without danger of bending or
otherwise damaging the cigarettes.

Instead of an elastic band which is yieldable
at all points, the diagonal band may be of a non-
resilient material itself, but attached to each cor-
ner by means of a spring which renders it ex-
tensible.

A second modification shown in Fig. 5 illus-
trates a cigarette case comprising a receptacle la
for holding cigarettes and a lid or cover 2a
hinged together at 3a¢. A metal band 4a extends
diagonally across the cigarette receptacle la be-
tween diagonally opposite corners, being hinged
to one of said corners by means of a spring actu-
ated hinge. A spring latch Ta coacts with a fas-
tening means positioned on the 1id to hold the
lid when the case is closed. In this modification
fhe cigarette retaining means 4a hinged at one
of the diagonal corners by means of a spring ac-
tuated hinge is normally held in a position over-
lying and contacting all the cigarettes in the re-
ceptacle regardless of whether they are in a
crosswise or lengthwise position. The spring ac-
tuated hinge also permits the retaining member
%a to be raised in a vertical direction when it
is desired to remove cigarettes from the recepta-
cle and said spring should be sufficiently strong
to hold the cigarettes in place when the retain-
ing member is in its normally horizontal posi-
tion. It is of course immaterial to which corner
the metal band is hinged as long as it extends in
‘8 substantially diagonal direction across the case
so that a part thereof overlies each cigarette in
the case. )

A further modification illustrated in Fig. 6
comprises a cigarette case having a receptacle Ib
for holding cigarettes and a lid or cover 2b
hinged together at 3b. A spring latch 1b coacts
with fastening means positioned on the lid to
hold the lid when the case is closed. The cig-
arette retaining means in this modification com-
prises two metal or nonresilient members 4b, one
of which is hinged preferably by a spring means
at one corner of the receptacle b and extends
in g diagonal direction across the case about half
the distance to the opposite corner. The second
member is similarly hinged at the opposite di-
agonal corner and extends in the same general
direction a sufficient distance to substantially
meet the first described retaining member where-
by the two members traverse the diagonal dis-
tance of the case. In this modification either of
the bands may be raised independently of the
other band to remove cigarettes from one half of
the receptacle, the cigarettes in the other half
being securely held by the other member.

The manner of attaching the retaining means
llustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 to the diagonal cor-
ner or corners is not broadly limited to the use
of the spring actuated member shown, permit-
ting vertical movement of the retaining means,
and any other suitable fastening means may be
employed. For example, the member may be
made of a material capable of being flexed such
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as a steel band or flat spring rigidly fastened to
the diagonal corner or corners and which re-
taining member can be raised vertically because
of the flexibility of the material employed, but
which will resume its normal position overlying
and contacting the cigarettes when the upward
force is released.

The diagonal retaining member or band may
be made of a material flexible at all points, so
that it can be raised a sufficient distance to per-
mit the withdrawal of one cigarette at a time,
the remainder of the cigarettes underlying the
non-flexed portion being securely held in the
receptacle. In other words, the fulerum instead
of being localized at only one end point at the
corner of the receptacle, is a series of points
along the band, and thus even when the retain-
Ing means is displaced for removing a cigarette,
the remaining cigarettes are held firmly in place
and there is less tendency toward spilling.

Similarly the retaining member or members of
Figs. 5 and 6 may be pivotally connected to the
diagonal corner or corners in such a manner
that the retaining member or members may be
moved in a horizonta] direction to facilitate the
withdrawal of cigarettes. The diagonal retain-
ing member or bands pivotally connected to the
diagonal corner or corners overlies and contacts
all the cigarettes in the compartment in essen-
tially the same manner as those specifically illus-
trated and at the same time possesses at least
one advantageous operating feature. For exam-
ple when the retaining member 4¢ of Fig, 5 is
pivotally connected to the corner, the band can
be moved horizontally to the left far enough to
permit removal of one cigarette and the remain-
ing cigarettes will still be held in position. This
operation may be repeated until ali the cigarettes
have been removed. When the cigarettes lie in
the opposite direction the retaining member can
be moved hoerizontally to the right and the same
result achieved.

Any of the cigarette cases described and shown
in the drawing can ke of the dual container
type, that is, instead of a single container with
a lid, two cigarette holding compartments are
hinged together so that when closed the ciga-
rettes are completely protected and when opened
flat, cigarettes are available on both sides. This
dual type is capable of holding a larger quantity
than the single type, and moreover, when used
in conjunction with the present invention, one
side may be used for holding “King size” ciga~
rettes and standard size cigarettes may be placed
in the other. Although this dual type is not
illustrated in the drawing, it should be under-
stood that the invention broadly includes such
dual-container cases and is not limited to the
exact details as set forth above.

The invention also includes duzl cases in
which one receptacle is adaptable for holding
cigarettes in accordance with the present inven-
tion and in which the other receptacle is suitable
for holding other articles such as for example
cosmetics, coins, keys, or other small articles.

The present application is a continuation-in-
part of my copending application Serial No.
335,684, filed May 17, 1940.

What I claim is:

1. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga-
rettes which comprises a case having at least one
compartment capable of holding cigarettes when
placed in either a longitudinal or transverse po-
sition, said compartment having linear means
for retaining the cigarettes in place, said means
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extending diagonally from one corner of said
compartment to the opposite diagonal corner and
being secured to at least one of the corners,
whereby said retaining means may serve to hold
cigarettes in place whether the cigarettes are
disposed longitudinally with respect to the case
or transversely thereof. B

2. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga-
rettes of different lengths which comprises a
case having at least one compartment capable
of holding cigarettes of one length transversely
or cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally,
said compartment having linear means for re-
taining the cigarettes in place, said means ex-
tending diagonally from one corner of said com-
partment to.the opposite diagonal corner and
being secured to at least one of the corners,
whereby said retaining means may serve to hold
cigarettes in place whether the cigarettes are
disposed longitudinally with respect to the case
or transversely thereof. i

3. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga-
rettes of different lengths which comprises a
case having two hinged members, at least one
of said members being a compartment capable of
holding ciragettes of one length transversely or
cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, said
compartment having a retaining strap extending
diagonally from one corner of said compartment
to the other for retaining the cigarettes when in
either longitudinal or transverse position.

4. A cigarette case according to claim 3 in
which the cigarette retaining means is an ex-
tensible band. )

5. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga-
rettes of different lengths which comprises a
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case having two hinged members, at least one of
said members being a compartment capable of
holding cigarettes of one length fransversely or
cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, a
one-piece linear retainer for holding the ciga-
rettes in place, said retainer being hingedly se-
cured to the cigarette compartment at one cor-
ner thereof and extending diagonally across the
case to a point near the opposite diagonal corner
of the cigarette compartment, whereby said re-
tainer may serve to hold cigarettes in place
whether such cigarettes are disposed longitudi-
nally with respect to the case or transversely
thereof. '

6. A cigarette case adaptable for holding ciga-
rettes of different lengths which comprises a
case having two hinged members, at least one
of said members being a compartment capable of
holding cigarettes of one length transversely or
cigarettes of a greater length longitudinally, re-
taining means for holding the cigarettes in place
comprising two linear members, one being hing-
edly secured to the cigarette compartment at one
corner thereof and extending diagonally across
the case about half the distance to the opposite
corner, the other linear member being hingedly
secured to the cigarette compartment at the op-
posite diagonal corner and extending diagonally
in the same general direction a sufficient dis-
tance so that the two members coact to substan-
tially traverse the diagonal distance of the case
and may serve to hold cigarettes in place whether
the cigarettes are disposed longitudinally with
respect to the case or transversely thereof.

RUTH E. LOWRY.



