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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JAMES A. MILLER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

MAL-PO UC H. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 459,761, dated September 22, 1891. 
Application filed November 25,1890. Serial No. 372,640, (No model) 

To all whon, it mal/ c07vcern): 
Be it known that I, JAMES A. MILLER, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Mail-Pouches; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the in Vention, 
which will enable others Skilled in the art to 
which it pertains to make and use the Same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part thereof, in which– 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 

upper end of a mail-pouch with the fastening 
devices applied.thereto and locked. Fig. 2 is 
a front elevation of the upper end of a mail 
pouch, showing the fastening-Straps with 
drawn from engagement to unlock or Open 
the pouch. Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the 
upper end of a mail-pouch with the fasten 
ing-straps removed and the guard-flapraised. 
Fig.4 is an inside view of the upper end of 
the rear part of a mail-pouch, showing the 
locking-staples. Fig. 5 is an elevation of the 
intermediate flap for the rear part or side of 
the pouch. Fig. 6 is a central cross-Section 
through the upper end of the mail-pouch, 
with the fastening devices in position. Fig. 
7 is a perspective view of one of the locking 
or fastening straps. Fig. S is a detailshow 
ing the attachment of the locking-Staple to 
the rear flap. » 

It is a necessary requisite for a fastening 
device for mail-pouches that such devices 

35 shall beeffective in locking the pouch against ready opening and at the Sametime have the 
devices so constructed that they may be 
readily unlocked and released to Open the 

; pouch; and it is to attain these ends of a Se 

45 

cure fastening and at the Sametime a quick 
opening of the pouch that constitutes the 
main feature and object of the invention; 
and the nature of the invention consists in 
the several parts and combinations of parts 
hereinafter described, and pointed Out in the 
claims as neW. 

In the drawings, A represents one of the 
locking or fastening straps, and A“ its com 
panion strap. These slidingstraps are both 
made of heavy leather orother flexible ma 
terial that will bend to allow the upper end 
of the pouch to be flexible, and each strap 

has at One end a head a for withdrawing the 
strap from the locking-staples. 
Bis a locking-staple attached to the strap 

A by a plate b and suitable rivets or in any 
Suitable manner to have the staple B adja 
cent to the lower edge of the strap A, and B“ 
is a locking-staple attached to the strap A“ 
by a plate b and suitable rivets or in any 
other firm manner and SO as to have the sta 
ple B’ adjacent to the upper edge of the 
Strap A. » 
Care retaining-Staples for the slidingstrap 

A, attaching Such strap to the front of the 
pouch, two Staples being used in the con 
Struction Showm, and each staple C is at 
tached to a stiffening-plate c on the front 
outer face of the upper end of the pouch, 
and Cº are similar retaining-staples for the 
sliding strap A“, attaching such strap to the 
front of the pouch, two staples being used in 
the construction Shown, each staple having a. 
Stiffening-plate c on the front outer face of 
the Upper end of the pouch, and each stra 
A and A“ has a stop-pin c', the ends of which 
project on both sides of the straps, so as to 
engage, respectively, With the Staples C and 
C' and limit the movement of each strap in 
either direction, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 
D is the receiving or locking stapleforone 

end of the pouch, Coacting with the strapA„and 
this Staple paSSes throughplates donthefront 
part of the pouch and on the intermediate 
flaps of the pouch, and is attached to thein 
ner face of the rear side of the pouch at the 
upper end, and the plates d, through which 
the Staple D paSSes, are each provided with 
a slot d' for the passage of the staple, which 
Slot, when the pouch is closed, are in lineone 
with the other. 
E is the receiving or locking staplefor the 

Opposite end of the pouch to that of the sta 
ple D, and this Staple is also fastened to the 
inner face of the rear part of the upper end 
of the pouch and passes through slots e“ in a 
Series of plates e, a plate e being attached to 
the front face of the upper end of the pouch 
and to the intermediate flaps of the pouch. 
Fis a center locking-staple, coacting with 

the locking-staples Band B“ and coming be 
tween the staples Band Bºwhen the pouch 
is closed, and this staple Fis also attached to 
the inner face of the rear part of the pouch 
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ing locking-Staple, retaining-Staples carrying 
the two straps, and stop-pins for limiting the 
movement of the straps in either direction, 
Substantiallyasandfor the purposes Specified. 

4. The combination, in a mail-pouch fasten 
ing, of two straps Sliding in opposite direc 
tions, each havinga locking-Staple, retaining 
staples carrying theslidingstraps and attach 
ing the straps to the front of the pouch, re 
ceiving-staples, One for the endofeachsliding 
strap and attached to the rear part of the 
pouch, slots for the passage of the end-receiv 
ing staples, a center locking-staple coacting 
with the locking-staples of the sliding straps 
and attached to the rear part of the pouch, 
and slots for the passage of this center lock 
ing-staple, substantially as and for the pur 
poses Specified. - 

5. In combination with a mail-pouch, the 
flexible sliding straps A and A', locking-sta 
ples Band B“, one for each sliding strapand 
projecting outwardly from its strap, and re 
taining-staples C and C', attached to the front 
of the pouch carryingtheslidingstraps A and 
A', in combination with the staples Dand E, 
receiving the outer ends of theslidingstraps 
AandA“, and the center locking-staple F, co 
acting with the locking-staples Band B“, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes specified. 

6. In combination with a mail-pouch, the 
flexiblesliding straps A and A', locking-sta 
ples Band B’, one for each sliding strap A 

and A“ and projecting outwardly from its 
Strap, and retaining-staples Cand C', attached 
to the front of the pouch and carrying the 
sliding straps A and A', in combination with 
the end-locking staple D and slots d' for the 
paSSage of the Staple D, end-locking staple E 
and the slots e' for the passage of the staple 
E, center locking-staple F, and slots fº for 
the passage of the locking-staple F, Substan 
tially as and for the purposes specified. 

7. In combination with a mail-pouch, the 
Sliding straps A andA“, locking-Staples Band 
B', one for each sliding strap and projecting 
outwardly from its strap, retaining-staples C 
and C', carrying the Sliding strapSA and A', 
receiving-staples D and E for the outer end 
of the Sliding Straps, and locking-Staple F, CO 
acting with the locking-staples B and B, in 
combination with the rear flap G, having the 
staples D, E, and F thereto attached, the in 
termediate flap H, joined to the flap G, inter 
mediate flap I overlapping the flap H and 
front J of the pouch, having the flap Ijoined 
thereto, and each flapH, I, and J having Slots 
d', e', and f' for the passage of the staples D, 
E, and F and closing and locking the mouth 
of a pouch, substantially as specified. 

JAMES A. MILLER. 
Witnesses: 

O. W. BOND, 
B. A. PRICE. 
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