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To oil whom it may conse': 
Be it known that, JoriN 3. O'CoNNoR, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
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25 
ing 

Aurora, it the county of Kane and State of 
Illinois, have invented a certain new and 
useful improvement, in Shelving, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to shaiving and has 

particular reference to the removable par 
titions and the means by which they are sup 
ported and retained. 
The object of the in ention is to provide 

a construction such that the partitions may 
be removably held in place without the aid 
of bolts, screws or other fastenings, in 
shelving of my construction, the partitions 
may be instantly removed at any time, or 
adjusted to different positions. Further 
more, when the partitions are inserted they 
cannot be pushed or iamined out of posi 
tion. Again, when the partitions are in 
serted they will drop down behind the front 
flange of the shelf and become locked into 
position, so that they cannot be accidentally 
dislodged and can only be removed by lift 

and then drawing the partition. 
Another object of my invention is to so 

construct, the shelving that the bead which 
holds the partition from coming forward 
and keeps it in upright, position will also 
prevent, small objects or material on the 
shelf from rolling out at the front or back, 
this dispensing with bin fronts and other 
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beneath it. Fig. 2 is analagous to 
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similar attachments. accomplish my objects by the coastic 
tion illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which- - 

Figure i is an elevation partly in section, 
taken transversely from front to rear of the 
shelving and showing a partition in acting 
position and held by the shelves above and Sig. 1 
and shows the parts in perspective. 

Similar reference characters denote simi 
lar parts in both views. 

in the particular design selected to illus 
trate the invention, the parts are made of 
sheet metal and the shel, s a are supported 
at the ends by any stritaiole uprights (not 
shown). At the front, and rear edge of 
each shelf there is fained a bead a which 
rises somewhat above the piane of the shelf, 
and thereby, among other things, prevents 
the contents from becoying readily dis 
lodged from the shelf. In other words, one 
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of the functions performed by the bead is 
to hold the contents on the shelf and yet af. 
ford ready access to the shelf, and a smooth, 
rounded surface over which the contacts 
may be withdrawn. By preference the 60 
beads terminate at the outer edges with de 
pending anges (t, which not only stiffen 
the shelf, but impart a finished appearance 
thereto. - 

Slots b are formed in each bead at proper 85 
intervals apart, these slots descending on the 
iaie" edge of the bead to, or substantially to, 
the sit-face of the shelf, but terminating 
above this level at the outer edge of the 
bead. The slots are just wide enough to 70 
freely receive the corners of the partitions c, 
and as the slits terminate at their outer ends 
at a point above the level of the shelf, said 
partitions will be held against both lateral 
and longitidinal movement. 
The partitions are held at the top by 

means of bars d which extend along the 
under Stiface of the shelves.parallel to and 
somewhat inside of the beads. in the de 
sign illustrated these bars are J shaped 80 
sheet metal ains are rigidly fastened to the 
shelves in any suitable manner. These bars 
have slots e at the botton) for receiving the 
upper edge of the partition and preventing 
lateral movement, thereof. The slots ex- 85 
tend high enough to permit the partitions 
to be raised 2nd drawn forward over the 
sitted portion of the shelf bead. It is not 
essentiai that the bat be slotted high enough 
to permit, the lower edge of the partition to 90 
clear the highest point of the bead, but 
hierely enough to permit it to be lifted and 
then drawn forward. In this connection it 
may be stated that in the particular design 
shown some care must be exercised to re- 95 
move the pariticin, for the lower edge of 
the depending large (t" of the upper shelf 
haigs in front of the bar which is secured 
to that sheii and hence if the partition be 
lifted too high before being drawn for- 10G. 
ward, the tipper forward corner of the 
partition will engage the flange and pre 
vent the partition from being drawn for 
ward. The advantage in thus proportion 
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ing the parts is that it minimizes the los 
danger of the partition being accidentally, 
withdrawn. 
The operation will be evident from the 

foregoing description. When it is desired 
to remove a partition, all that is necessary 10 
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is for the partition to be raised slightly so 
that its lower edge will clear the slotted portion of the bend a'. The partition may 
then be drawn forward and removed from 5 the shelving. The partition may be re 
placed either in the same or in a different 
ation. It will be noted also that it may be 
withdrawn either from the front or from, 
position laterally by reversing the oper 

10 the rear of the shelving. As the slots occur at frequent intervals, a given length of 
shelf may receive either a large or small. 
number of EFE making the compartments of 

... 15 number desired. practically any size or 
. . is . . . . 

It will be inderstood, of course, that commercially, the shelves and partitions are: 
manufactured to standard size and the parts aré thus interchangeable. The shelves 

20 may be made of comparatively thin metal, 
for both the flanges a 
to stiffen them. . . . . . . . . . . 
Having thus described my invention;what. 

I claim as new and desire, to secure by Let 25 ters Patent, is:... . 
1. In , shelving, the combination of two flat members arranged at right angles to 

each other, one vertical and the other. hori 
Zontal, the horizontal member constituting 

80 a shelf, one of said members being station 
ary and the other removable, the stationary 
member being of sheet metal and having an 
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ber, said slot being cut to the plane of the 
stationary member at the inner edge of the . 

40 

integral beading running along the edge, 
said beading haying a transverse slot for 
receiving a corrier of the removable mem 

beading and at the outer edge of the bead ing being appreciably Sify. for pre 
venting endwise movement of the remov 
able member. . . . . 

and the barse serve 
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2. In shelving, a partition, a shelf for 
supporting it, said shelf having a rise 
wherein there is formed a slot for receiving : 
a corner of the partition, said slot being 
cut to the level of the main body of . the 
shelf but terminating at such level short of 
partition may be withdrawn only by first 

45 

the extreme front of the rise, whereby the 
slightly raising and then forwardly pulling 50 
the partition, and means for preventing 
lateral and permitting upward movement of the partition. 

3. In shelving, a 

to the outer edge of the bead, whereby the 
partition must be slightly raised before it 
can be drawn forward, and an upper shelf having a depending projection. having 
therein a slot for receiving the upper edge 
of the partition and preventing lateral but 
permitting vertical movement of Said parti-. 
tion. ... " . . . . . 

4. In shelving, a rectangular partition, a 
lower shelf formed of sheet metal and hav 
ing a bead formed at the front margin and terminating in a depending flange, said. 
bead having a slot for receiving the for 
ward lower corner of the partition, the slot 70 being cut partially but not entirely through 
to the front of the bead at the level of the 
main body of the shelf, an upper shelf hav 
ing a depending projection, slotted to re 
ceive the upper edge of the partition, said 

- partition, a. shelf having 
a raised bead at its margin, said bead being 
slotted to the level of the shelf part way 55 
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upper shelf also having a depending fange 
arranged in front of and slightly above the upper edge of the partition. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub scribed my name. 

JOHN B. O'CONNOR. 

  


