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This invention relates to ceramic charac-
ters, such as are used for signs or advertis-
ing, and more particularly, to modes of at-
taching such characters to a supporting base.

It is one of the objects of my invention

" to provide a simple, compact and nexpensive
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fastening device for ceramic characters.

My invention possesses many other advan-
tages, and has other objects which may be
made more easily apparent from a consider-
ation of an embodiment of my invention.
For this purpose I have shown one form in the
drawings accompanying and forming part of
the present specification. I shall now pro-
ceed to describe this form in detail, which il-
lustrates the general principles of my inven-
tion; but it is to be understood that this de-

tailed description is not to be taken in a limit- -

ing sense, since the scope of my invention is
best defined by the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a view of the face or exposed
side of a sign character embodying my in-
vention;

Fig. 21s a sectional view exhibiting a means
for attaching the character to a supporting
structure ; and

Fig. 3 is a view of a portion of the reverse
side of the base that supports the character.

The character 11 is made from ceramic
material, such as clay or porcelain, and is
preferably highly glazed on its exposed face.
It is intended to be supported on a base 12,
made from appropriate material such as sheet
metal.

In order to hold the character in place,
use is made of a number of recesses such as
13 in the reverse side of the character 11.
Each of these recesses is preferably so formed
that it widens at the bottom, to form a wedge
shaped space. Inserted in this space is a
metal fastener 14, having a head portion that
is formed to fit the recess as by appropriately
pressing a strip of metal forming this fasten-
er, into the recess. The two extending ends
15,16 of the fastener pass through an appro-
priate aperture in base 12 and are turned
back so as to be close to the lower surface of
the base. "

In order to hold the fastener or clip 14

relation.

in place, I prefer to fill in the cavity formed

by the head of the fastener, with plastic ma-
terial 17 that hardens, such as cement, or
molten metal or alloy. This metal can be
babbitt, lead or antimony or the like.

Iclaim:

1. A ceramic symbol having one ‘or more
recesses in its reverse side, and a fastener
having a head portion held in the recess and
an extending portion arranged to be projected
through an aperture in a support and to be
bent over the edge of the aperture, said head
portion having a contour corresponding to
the contour of the recess whereby the symbol
and fastener are maintained in an interen- -
gaging relation.

2. A ceramic symbol having one or more
recesses in its reverse side, and a fastener hav-
ing a head portion held in the recess and a
pair of extending portions arranged to be
projected through an aperturs in a support
and to be bent in opposite directions over the
edge of the aperture, said head portion hav-
ng a contour corresponding to the contour
of the recess, whereby the symbol and fastener
are held in an interengaging relation.

8. A ceramic symbol having one or more
recesses in its reverse side, and a fastener
formed of a strip of material, a portion of
the strip extending into the recess and form-
ing a head, another portion thereof extending
out of the recess and arranged to project
through an opening in a support and to be
bent over the edge of the opening, said head
portion having a contour corresponding to
the contour of the recess, whereby the symbol
and fastener are held in an interengaging

4. A ceramic symbol having one or more
recesses in its reverse side, a fastener formed
of a strip of material, a portion of the strip
extending into the recess and forming a head
conforming with the recess, another portion
thereof extending out of the recess and ar-
ranged to project through an opening in a
support and to be bent over the edge of the
opening, and means whereby the head is
fastened in place in the recess.

5. A ceramic symbol having one or more
recesses in its reverse side, and a fastener
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formed of a strip of material, an intermediate

portion of said strip extending into the re-

cess, said recess being wider at the bottom

than at the top, and the intermediate portion
g of the strip having a contour conforming
" thereto, both ends of the strip extending out
of the recess and arranged to project through
an opening in a support and to be bent in op-
posite directions over the edge of the open-
10 102 . .

6. A ceramic symbol having one or more
recesses in its reverse side, a fastener formed
of a strip of material, an intermediate por-
tion of said strip extending into the recess,

16 said recess being wider at the bottom than
at the top, and the intermediate portion of
the strip having a contour conforming there-
to, both ends of the strip extending out of the
recess and arranged to project through an

80 opening in a support and to be bent in op-
posite directions over the edge of the opening,
and a plastic filling in the recess that hardens
to hold the strip in place therein.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

26 my hand.
WILLIS O. PROUTY.

50

85




