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1. 

This invention relates to a writing board lamp. 
It is an object of the invention to provide a 

lamp adapted for attachment to a writing board 
of a type such as used in taxicabs, delivery trucks 
and in like places where there is an urgent need 
at many times for a light to be available for Writ 
ing on the board and whereby the operator does 
not need to bend or stretch to find adequate light 
ing for the board and can thus keep himself in 
an upright position to observe the road. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a detachable lamp for a writing board which is 
so constructed as to contain a pencil and wherein 
the locating of the pencil in the attachment will 
automatically turn off the lamp and the removal 
of the pencil automatically turn on the lamp, in 
order to keep a pencil at all times available for 
the user of the writing board, the user of lamp 
thus being signaled whether or not the pencil is 
in or out of the lamp. y 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide in a lamp attachment for a Writing board a 
simple means for the connection of the attach 
ment to the sides of the board that will permit 
the attachment to be turned up to release the 
paper but which, as the attachment is turned 
down, will retain the paper upon the board, this 
means of attachment being movable over center 
between its two positions with respect to the at 
taching arms that fix the attachment to the 
board. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide a 

writing board lamp which is of simple construc 
tion, inexpensive to manufacture, is formed of 
standard stock parts, has a minimum number of 
parts, and is compact, durable and efficient in 
operation. - 

For other objects and a better understanding 
of the invention, reference may be had the fol 
lowing detailed description taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawing in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a writing board 
with the lamp embodying the features of the 
present invention attached thereto and adjusted 
to retain the paper upon the board. . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional 
view of the board and the attachment taken on 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the at 
tachment and the board taken generally on line 
3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a bottom planned view of the attach 
ment. 

Fig. 5 is an illustrated view showing the man 
ner in which the attachment is pivoted upwardly 
to release the paper from the board, 
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Fig. 6 is a fragmentary illustrated view on 

a large scale to show the position of the attach 
ing arms when the attachment is lifted to the 
position shown in Fig. 5 and showing the point 
Which holds the paper elevated from the board. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view of a modified 
form of the Switch which may be used in the 
attachment and which is operated by a pencil. 

Referring now to the figures, represents a 
Writing board adapted to receive a piece of paper 
fl upon which writing is to be made. The board 
0 affords a smooth top surface so that writing 

with a pencil f2 upon the paper will be effected 
in a Smooth manner and without the paper be 
ing punctured by the pencil point. 
According to the invention a lamp attachment 

indicated generally at 3 has been provided which 
can be secured to the top edge of the board O 
by projections or arms extending over the sides 
of the board near the top edge thereof, and in 
Such a manner that the lamp can be pivoted up 
Wardly to release the paper or when pivoted 
downwardly onto the board it serves to hold the 
the paper in a fixed manner thereupon. This 
same attachment 3 serves to support pencil 2 
and this pencil may serve to operate a switch 
Which Will control the light bulb within the at 
tachment. 
The lamp attachment comprises generally a 

main tube f4 formed of transparent plastic ma 
terial, such as Lucite and a pencil tube 5 adapt 
ed to receive the pencil 2 and cemented or other 
Wise Secured to the side of the lamp tube 4. 
The lamp tube a has an end plug is which 

contains a lamp socket T. Cable wires 8 ex 
tend through the plug 6, one of which connects 
With the lamp socket 7 as indicated at 20, and 
the other of which connects with a sleeve con 
tact as indicated at 2 . This sleeve contact 
lies in the Wall of the tube (4. A switch contact 
22 is Sidable through the sleeve 2A, and when re 
leased by pencil f2, on the pencil. 2 being taken 
from tube fs, will engage the side of the socket 

1 So as to establish a circuit through the socket 
to light the elongated lamp. bulb. 23. The contact 
22 is connected to a lever 24 pivoted at 25 to the 
interior of the tube 5. A compression spring 26 
urges the lever 24 upwardly at the end which is 
engaged by pencil 2 and downwardly at the con 
tact ends 22 whereby upon removing the pencil 
the contact. 22 will be forced through the con 
tact sleeve 2 and against the socket T. The ends 
of the pencil tube 5 are cut away as indicated at 
21 and 28 to provide easy access to the pencil. So 
that it can be easily pushed out of one end of 
the tube or the other, 
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In the opposite end of the lamp tube 4 is a 
plug 29 which carries an adjustable hook attach 
ing arm or member 30. This attaching arm has 
a hook portion 34 which extends over the edge 
of the board 0 and engages with the underSide 
thereof. A spring 35 is provided on the airn 30 
to urge the hook portion 34 against the side edge 
of the board O. An enlargement 36 is provided 
on the arm against which the spring 35 may re 
act. It will thus be seen that the board can vary 
slightly in width and the attachment can be 
adapted to it. On the lamp plug end of the tube 
4 is a fixed hook arm 3, which fits over the op 

posite edge of the board 0. The cable wires 8 
has a plug 39 thereon to fit the outlet socket of 
the vehicle and to establish an electric connec 
tion of the attachment with the vehicle battery. 
There is a certain amount of give to the hook 

arm 30 and hook arm 37 to spring down the at 
tachment upon the board. Legs 4 and 42 serve 
as a pivot on which the attachment can be ro 
tated upon the board 9. The lower ends of the 
legs 4 are flat as indicated at 43, in Fig. 6, so as 
to stabilize the attachment when in the raised 
position. The attaching arms 30 and 37 are 
shown tilted to hold the attachment flat upon 
the bottom faces 3 of the legs 4 and 42 when 
in the raised position. As the attachment is piv 
oted down on to the board and into the position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the projecting arms 30 
and 37 will be tilted forwardly and paper engag 
ing points 45 and 46 will be brought into engage 
ment with the paper'?. The spring arms 39 and 
3T will forcibly hold the attachment in a posi 
tion which is shown in Fig. 1 with the parts 35 
and 46 entering the paper. These arms will be in 
tilted position and the leg elements 4i and 42 will 
be rolled on to their forward edges. If it is de 
sired to release the paper, it is only necessary to 
lift the attachment in the manner as shown in 
Fig. 5. The points 45 and 46 thus are raised out 
of the paper. When the attachment is in the 
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down position, as shown in Fig. 2, light rays will 
be projected toward the paper. The opaque cov 
ering 47 extends over the greater portion of the 
tube i4. Since the tube is transparent, light rays 
pass through the uncovered portion thereof. 

In Fig. 7 there is shown a modified form of 
switch wherein contact terminals 48 and 49 are provided respectively on contact strips 50 and 5d. 
The contact strip 50 is longer than the strip 5d., 
and on the outer end thereof is a projection 52 
which extends upwardly and engages with a 

4. 
that the light automatically is turned on. Upon 
return of the pencil the light will be turned off. 
If the light is still on, the user will be given an 
indication that the pencil needs to be returned. 
Accordingly, there is little opportunity for the 
pencil to be lost, and the user of the board will 
always have such pencil available. 
While only one arm 3S is shown to be a spring 

arm, it will be understood that the other arm 37 
can be of the same type. In order that the arm 
30 can adapt itself to the board readily, the hole 
through which the arm 30 extends is tapered. 
As Soon as the attachment is in place on the 
board, the arm will be centralized in the opening 
by the spring 35. 
While various changes may be made in the de 

tail construction, it shall be understood that such 
changes shall be within the spirit and scope of 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A writing board lamp attachment complis 

ing a tube adapted to permit the passage of light 
through the side thereof, a lamp socket secured 
to the tube, a lamp bulb in the socket, a second 
tube attached to the side of the first tube and 
adapted to receive a pencil and serving as a 
handle for lifting and lowering the attachment, 
electric circuit ineans for Supplying electric cur 
rent to said lamp bulb, Spring attaching arms 
extending respectively from the opposite end of 
the-first tube and having hook formation adapt 
ed to extend over the edges of the writing board 
to hold the attachment against upward displace 
ment therefrom, rear leg members projecting re 
spectively from the opposite ends of the first tube 
and rearwardly of the attaching arms, forward 
leg members projecting respectively from the first 
tube and inwardly of the respective and adjacenit 
rear leg members, said forward leg members ly 
ing forwardly of the attaching arms and adapted 
to engage a paper sheet to retain the same in 
place upon the board as the attachment is low 
ered forwardly thereunto, said attachment upon 
being lifted or lowered pivoting on said rear leg 
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strip 63 that can be engaged by pencil if 2 upon 
the pencil being extended through the tube (5. 
The strip53 is fixed to the tube by a rivet 54. 

It should now be apparent that there has been 
provided an attachment for a writing board 
which serves not only to effect the lighting of 
the paper on the board, but also is tiltable be 
tween two positions so as to either release the 
paper or to hold the paper in position on the 
board. 
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... It should also be apparent that the attachment 
is operated by the mere release of the pencil so 65 

members as a pivot. 
2. A writing board lamp attachment as defined 

in claim 1 and said rear-leg members respectively 
having flat bottom faces to hold the attachment 
in its lifted position against further rearward 
rotation. 

3. A writing board lamp attachment as defined 
in claim 1 and said electric circuit means includ 
ing a switch means extending into the second 
tube and adapted to be operated by a pencil as 
it is fisposed in the second tube. 
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