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This invention has for its primary purpose 
the provision of a simple and eficient fastener 
for properly and comfortably retaining in place 
on the shoulder of the user, the shoulder Straps 
of feminine under garments, which fastener is 
an improvement over similar accessories in point 
of its simplicity of construction, small size, Con 
pactness and particular formation affording a 
ready and easy attachment and renoval of the 
fastener and the use thereof without discom 
fort and without detection of its presence be 
neath the garment to which it is attached. 
Another purpose of the invention is to provide 

a shoulder strap fastener Such as next above 
noted which is in the form of small flat loop open 
at one end and provided with a Shap fastener SO 
located with relation to the open end that, first, 
the shoulder strap fastener may be fixed in place 
and removed with consummate ease, Secondly, 
the straps may be easily slipped through the 
open end into the fastener before affixation of 
the snap fastening element to a companion Snap 
fastening element located on the outer garment 
overlying the straps, and, thirdly, the two snap 
fastening elements when engaged with one an 
other Will close said open end sufficiently to pre 
vent accidental displacement of the Straps from 
the fastener but make it possible for the Wearer 
to intentionally place the straps in the fastener 
or remove them while the fastener is held in place 
by means of the Snap fastenings. 
Another object is to provide a shoulder strap 

fastener for feminine undergarments which obvi 
ates objectionable use of pins and yet embodies a 
construction affording a means whereby the strap 
engaging portion thereof may be readily attached 
to a garment and also be easily and quickly sepa 
rated therefrom. 
A further purpose of our invention is to pro 

vide a shoulder strap fastener of the character 
described which while Securely held in place Will 
move freely about the axis of the Snap fastenings 
with certain movements of the garments associ 
ated therewith and movements of the body of the 
wearer, to prevent undue pulling strains on the 
straps or the associated garment and consequent 
derangement thereof and discomfort of the 
Wearer. 
With the foregoing objects in View, together 

with such other objects and advantages as may 
Subsequently appear, the invention resides in the 
parts and in the combination, construction and 
arrangement of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed, and illustrated by Way of example in 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 
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Fig. 1 is a fragmentary front elevation partly 

in section showing a shoulder strap fastener em 
bodying the present invention, as when in use. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the showing of Fig. 
1, with the fastener indicated by dashed lines be 
neath the outer garment to which it is attached. 

Fig. 3 is a Sectional view on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the fastener. 
Referring more specifically to the drawing it 

will be seen that an embodiment of my improved 
fasterner includes a substantially flat loop 5 
which is preferably made of a single strip or like 
piece of comparatively thin and light material 
which is sufficiently stiff to be form retaining such 
as metal, plastic, celluloid or like material; the 
loop being closed at one end and open at its other 
end. 
One leg 6 of the loop 5 is substantially rectan 

gular and serves as the base of the fastener 
adapted to lie flatwise on the shoulder of the 
Wearer as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, whereas the 
other leg joined to the leg 6 in Substantial par 
allelism thereto by means of an arcuate web por. 
tion 8, is definitely shorter than leg 6 and tapered 
towards its free end so as to be comparatively 
Small and narrow. 
The portion 6' of leg 6 which extends beyond 

the free end of the upper leg 7 serves as a guide 
and Support for the garment shoulder strap 9 in 
placing the straps between said legs and in re 
moving the straps, in addition to providing a 
most convenient and advantageous seat for 
mounting and manipulating a Snap fa?tener ele 
ment which is affixed thereto So as to face to 
Ward the leg 6. The outer margin of the fas 
tener element f is somewhat Spaced from tha 
margins of the end and side edges of the end por 
tion 6' to provide a lip portion around the fas 
tener element to be gripped with the fingers in 
affixing and detaching the Snap fastener element 
to a companion Snap fastener element 2 which 
latter is mounted on the inner surface of the 
shoulder portion of the outer garment 3. 
The fastener element 2 is preferably mounted 

on a strip of tape f4 which is fixed in any suit 
able manner to the garment so that the fastener 
element is concealed from view. The Snap fas 
tener elements when connected together permit 
movement of the shoulder strap fastener freely 
about the axis of said Snap fasteners. 

It will now be apparent that shoulder straps of 
the wearer may be quickly and easily inserted into 
a pair of the fastener elements of this invention 
after which the Wearer Slides the holder with the 
shorter legs uppermost to the tops of the 
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shoulders and then SnapS the fastener elements 
and 2 together, it being noted that the fas 

tener elements 2 are previously affixed to the 
Outei' garment 3 So as to remain there at all 
times thereon. When engaged in this manner the 
fastener elementS and 2 close the open end 
of each shoulder strap fastener so as to prevent 
accidental displacement of the straps from the 
shoulder strap fasteners while the latter serve 
to effectively retain the straps in proper position 
on the shoulder of the wearer. 
The extended portion 6 on which the fastener 

element () is fixed serves as an effective grip 
ping portion. So that the user may readily and 
easily Snap the fastener element O into the fas 
tener element 2 and as easily detach it from fas 
tener element 2 without removing the holder 
from the straps or removing the straps from the 
holder. 
From the foregoing it Will be seen that the de 

Vice is characterized by the embodiment of two 
Separable elements one of which is adapted to be 
affixed to the inner side of the shoulder portion 
of an Outer garment and the other of which is en 
gaged With the shoulder strap of an undergar 
ment and that the element applied to the outer 
garment is adapted to be fastened thereto in a 
substantially permanent fashion while the strap 
engaging element is adapted to be hooked into 
detachable sliding connection with a shoulder 
strap so as to be interchangeably useable on any 
number of undergarments and also be engageable 
with a plurality of straps at one time. 
While we have shown and described a specific 

embodiment of our invention we do not limit 
OurSelves to the exact details of construction set 
forth, and the invention embraces such changes, 
modifications and equivalents of the parts and 
their formation and arrangement as come within 
the purview of the appended claim. 

O 

15 

20 

35 

40 

4. 
We claim: 
A shoulder strap fastener comprising a flat 

Open ended loop formed of material which is Suf 
ficiently stiff to be form retaining, said loop em 
bodying a pair of substantially parallel legs 
joined together at one of their ends and having 
Spaced apart but Contiguous free outer ends, one 
of Said legs forming a base member and having 
its free end portion projecting beyond the free 
end of the other leg forming a stiff guide for di 
recting a strap between said legs, a two element 
Snap fastener, one element of which is secured 
to the projecting free end portion of the base 
member and extending upwardly therefrom for 
Ward of but adjacent to the free end of the other 
leg forming a Space for passing of a strap between 
the free end of the other leg and the snap fas 
tener element, and a flexible strip adapted for 
attachment to a garment with one face thereof 
presented thereto and on the other face of Which 
the other Snap fastener element of the strap fas 
tener is Secured for presentation to and connec 
tion. With its companion element on Said loop, said 
strap fastener being freely movable about the axis 
of said Snap fastener elements when the latter 
are connected together. 

ALMA S. BURK. 
JAMES A BURK. 
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