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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Arrror J. CocrraN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
East Boston, county of Suffolk, State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Desk-Pad Desks, of which the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the,
accompanying drawing, is a specification,
like characters on the drawing representing
like parts. :

This invention relates to improvements in
desk pad desks or shelves and comprises the
production of a portable device which may
be used as a desk pad or drawing board
upon the usual desk or may be so supported
as to be conveniently used as a writing desk

or easel adapted for use in lecture halls,

school rooms, ete., or may be converted into
a shelf for use npon the arm or back of a
chair, or may be attached to a window-sill,
a piazza rail, or the side of a boat to hold
a graphophone, or to be attached to an au-
tomobile door to serve as a lunch-table, or
which may be adapted to various other uses.

One of the objects of the invention, there-
fore, is to provide a desk pad or other suit-
able table top, with means whereby the
same may be adjusted to any desired incli-
nation relative to the surface of the support-
ing desk or table. o

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for supporting the basal edge
of a desk pad, shelf; or table top in contact
with a vertical or substantially vertical sur-
face in such manner that said pad may be
supported by an attached adjustable brace
to form a writing desk or book or music
rack. - o

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a desk pad desk with a ledge which is
adapted to be detachably secured in the
pockets of the desk pad to serve to support

books, music, etc., upon the pad when the.

same 15 in an inclined -position.

In the drawings: Figure 1 represents a

perspective front view of a desk pad desk
embodying my invention.. Fig. 2 is a rear
view showing the desk pad desk supported
in inclined position, as upon a table. Tig.
3 is a perspective back view showing the
desk pad desk in folded position. Fig.4isa
detailed view of the means for securing the
adjusting rope in any desired position.

In the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention illustrated in the drawings, T have

shown a desk pad of the Ordinéry form com-

prising a rectangular body board or table 1.

preferably constructed of heavy card board,
or which if desired, may be of wood or other
material, and which may have corner pock-
ets 2 of leather, canvas or other -suitable
strong material. The back of the body
board or pad is preferably provided with
strengthening members 3 and 4 located ad-
jacent to the end thereof and extending
substantially throughout the width of the
pad. To the strengthening members 8—4 a
brace- is attached, said brace being substan--
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tially U-shaped in form, the legs 5—6 there-

of being pivotally -attached respectively to
the supporting members 8—4, the horizontal
portion 7 of said brace being adapted to rest
upon a table or other fixed device to sup-
port the pad in inclined position. . The ends
of the legs 56 of said members are pref-
erably bent at right angles and inserted in
suitable holes in the supporting members '8
and 4 at any desired distance from the
basal edge 8 of the pad, and means are pro-
vided for adjusting the distance between the
horizontal member 7 and the basal edge of
the pad and therefore affording any desired
adjustment of the inclination of the pad or
shelf. The means for securing this adjust-
ment, as shown in the preferred embodiment
of my invention shown herein, comprises a
cord 9.which is 'secured in a hole 10 near the
end of the strengthening member 8, which is
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adjacent to the basal edge 8 of the pad, and

1g passed through a loop 11 in the horizontal
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member 7 of the braceand thence through an

aperture 12 in the strengthening member 4
adjacent to the basal edge. The adjusting
cord is preferably knotted at its ends to pre--
vent the same from being withdrawn through
the holes and a suitable lock is provided for.
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securing the cord in any: desired . position. -

Any suitable locking means may of course
be provided, in the device shown herein,
however, I have illustrated a preferred form
of rope lock which comprises a flat resilient
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member 13 having a notch at its end which

terminates in an arcuate recess adapted to
engage the cord, said resilient member be-
ing secured to the edge of the’ strengthen-
ing member 4 by screws 14.in such position.
that the notch 15 in the end of said member
is in alinement with the aperture 12 through
which the cord 8 passes. -

V‘I‘n operation the resilient member 18 is
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lifted slightly to permit the cord to pass
freely through the aperture and the brace
swung outward tc substantially such posi-
tion as will support the desk pad at-the de-
sired inclination. The cord 1s then pulled
taut and a light pressure is brought to bear
upon the inclined pad. This wil] cause the
cord 8 to be drawn slightly backward se
that the notched end 15 of the member 13
will bite into the cord and secure the sams
from further movement.

It is sometimes desirable to use a desk ad-
jacent to a window or in some part of the
rocm where it is inconvenient to have a desk
sitting all the time. I have therefore pro-
vided means whereby this desk pad desk may

be attached to a window ledge, the back or :
arm of a chair, a bureau drawer or other

object presenting a substantially vertical
support, or by screw eyes placed in a wall or
casement which will adapt the device to be
used in any convenient place as in windows
for displaying articles, etc. This mechanism
comprises a hook, or preferably a pair of
hooks 20—21 which are pivoted to the back
of the desk pad or preferably to the strength-
ening members 3—4 and are adapted to en-

gage over a ledge, the back of a chair, or-

other convenient article to support the basal
edge and to permit the brace to be adjusted
to give the desk pad the desired inclination.
When it is desired to use the device as a desk
in the manner aforesaid these hooks are
swung outwardly beyond the basal edge as
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port, since if but a single supporting point
is afforded the hooks together with this sin-
gle supporting point will form a three point
support for the device, or if there are any
irregularities in the substantially vertical
supporting members the resilience of this U-
shaped support will permit it to accommo-
date itself to such irregularities. It is there-
fore practically immaterial what character
of substantially vertical support is provided
for the U-shaped member, or whether such
support engages the U-shaped member near
one of its ends or near the center thereof.

In order that the desk pad desk aforesaid
may be used for supporting a book for read-
ing or a sheet of music, or the like, I have
provided a detachable ledge 30 which may
1f desired be provided with pivoted latches
31 adapted to be folded within the edge of
said ledge, and when turned at right angles
to enter the lower pockets 2 of said desk pad.
This ledge may, if desired, be made in the
form of a straight edge or ruler and may
also be graduated in inches or in any other
suitable scale so that it may be used as a
ruler or measuring device when disengaged
from the desk pad.

‘When not in use as a desk or as an in-

i clined bock support, the brace and hooks are

i adapted to be folded within the plane of the

shown in Fig. 8 and hooked over the window -

ledge or other supporting object. The U-
by the cord 9 in the manner aforesaid so that

will rest against the wall or the vertical side
of the supporting means while the hooks

which project beyond said basal edge will ;
engage over the ledge or a vertical edge of . trative merely and not restrictive and that

the supporting object. By this arrangement -

a strong, useful and handy desk is provided.
It has been found in practice that the desk
or shelf thus afforded may be conveniently
used in class rooms, lecture halls, hospitals,
the home, and many other places where it is
inconvenient to have a permanent desk or
table. The hooks are adapted to engage
over any substantially vertical ledge whether
narrow or several inches in width and the
U-shaped brace which is pivoted to the back

- of the desk pad or shelf provides a suitable

supporting means which may be adjusted to
give any desired inclination to the shelf. Tt
will be particularly observed that by reason
of the cross bar which connects the arms of
the U-shaped brace a bearing member is pro-
vided which will rigidly sapport the shelf
properly whether there is a continuous rest
for the same or whether the substantially
vertical supporting member affords a single
point of support or even an irregular sup-

lower surfaces of the strengthening mem-
bers, so that the device may be used as an
ordinary desk pad:

The portions of the brace which are per-
mitted to rest upon the table top or other

- support are preferably provided with a cov-
shaped brace is then positioned and adjusted |

ering of rubber or other suitable material to

~ prevent the device from scratching, the sup-
the horizontal member of the U-shaped brace

port hooks 20—21 may likewise be provided

. with such a covering.

Tt 1s to be understood that the embodiment
of the invention disclosed herein is illus-

it may be incorporated in other forms. ‘

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. In a device of the class described a
shelf adapted to support articles placed
thereon, a pair of hooked members pivotally
attached to the under side of said shelf and
adapted to be folded within the outer edges
thereof or to be swung outwardly so as to
project beyond the edge to engage a support-
ing ledge, an inverted U-shaped brace the
legs of which are pivotally secured to the
underside of the shelf and the connecting
member of which presents an extended bear-
ing adapted to rest against a post, wall or
other supporting object, and means for se-
curing said U-shaped member in adjusted
position. :

2. In a device of the class described a
shelf adapted to support articles placed
thereon, a pair of transverse strengthening
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members, a pair of hooked members pivot-
ally -secured to said strengthening members
and adapted to be folded within the edge of
the shelf or to be swung so as to project be-
yond the edge thereof to engage a support-
ing ledge, an inverted U-shaped brace, the
legs of which are pivotally secured to said
shelf and the horizontal member of which
presents an extended bearing adapted to
rest against a post, a wall or other support-
ing object and flexible means connecting said

8

U-shaped member to said strengthening
members and means to engage said flexible
member to permit an accurate adjustment
thereof.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses '

‘ ARTHUR J. COCHRAN.

Witnesses: - ‘

Freperior A: TENNANT,
TaoMAs J. DruMMOND.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” )
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