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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Specific improvements in a combined package and 

holder for light bulbs which includes a holder and a 
tubular wrapper therefor which forms with the holder a 
package suitable for use as an original container for 
marketing a predetermined number of light bulbs of 
selected sizes, as desired. 

This invention relates to a package and holder for 
light bulbs, and it concerns more particularly certain 
specific improvements, as hereinafter described, in a 
combined package and holder for light bulbs which 
includes a holder and a tubular wrapper therefor which 
forms with the holder a package suitable for use as an 
original container for marketing a predetermined num 
ber of light bulbs of selected sizes, as desired. 
The holder provides individual, threaded receptacles 

for a comparatively large number of light bulbs, which 
advantageously may comprise an assortment, of selected 
sizes most commonly used, sufficient to supply an average 
dwelling, for example, whereby an adequate supply of 
light bulbs, for general use in replacing them as needed, 
may be readily obtained at one time. 
The combined package and holder of the invention is 

characterized by its compactness and its light weight. In 
one example thereof it may be substantially 8% inches 
wide, 10 inches long, and 10 inches high, and its dimen 
sions are such that it will fit comfortably in most kitchen 
cabinets. 
The invention relates to a combined package and 

holder as described in which the holder, which is receiv 
able bodily in the tubular wrapper therefor, consists of 
a single sheet of comparatively stiff plastic sheet material 
having a pair of right angular bends, closely spaced rela 
tive to each other, extending transversely of the material 
near the middle thereof, and having two other right 
angular bends, bent right angularly in the opposite direc 
tion, extending transversely of the material near its ends, 
and in which the holder has a comparatively narrow, 
upstanding portion, of inverted U shape, having a top 
panel and two opposite side panels, and has a pair of 
oppositely extending base portions, which are defined by 
the right angular bends. 
The structure above described is known to be old, and 

is not claimed herein. 
An important feature of the invention is that a com 

paratively large number of individual, threaded recep 
tacles, each adapted to receive a correspondingly threaded 
end portion of a light bulb, are formed on the side panels 
of the holder by deforming the material thereof, as by 
vacuum thermoforming. 
The above mentioned receptacles are arranged in pairs. 

The receptacles of the respective side panels are arranged 
in uniformly spaced rows, and the receptacles of one of 
the side panels are positioned opposite the corresponding 
receptacles of the other of the side panels, in mutually 
opposing, end to end relationship therewith. 
The opposing ends of the receptacles are connected, as 

by heating the material thereof, to form rigid joints 
between them whereby the side panels are spaced apart 
relative to each other and the structure of the holder is 
reinforced. 
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The invention will be readily understood by referring 

to the following description and the accompanying draw 
ing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a light bulb 
holder embodying the invention in association with a 
tubular wrapper therefor which forms with the holder 
a package suitable for use as an original. container for 
marketing a predetermined number of light bulbs of 
selected sizes, as desired, and showing a plurality of 
light bulbs in place in the holder; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing separately the 
holder illustrated in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the holder; 
FIG. 4 is an end elevational view thereof, showing in 

broken lines a plurality of light bulbs in place therein; 
and 

FIG. 5 is a side elevational view. 
Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawing, the numeral 1. 

designates generally a combined package and holder for 
light bulbs embodying the invention, which includes a 
holder, indicated generally by the numeral. 2, and a 
tubular wrapper therefor, indicated generally by the 
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numeral 3, as hereinafter described. 
The wrapper 3 forms with the holder 2 a package suit 

able for use as an original container for marketing a 
predetermined number of light bulbs of selected sizes, 
as desired. The numerals 4 indicate a plurality of light 
bulbs in place in the holder 2. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2 to 5 of the drawing, the 
holder 2, which is receivable bodily in the tubular 
wrapper 3, consists of a single sheet of comparatively 
stiff plastic sheet material, such as extruded cellulose 
acetate, for example, as hereinafter described. 
The material of the holder 2, which initially is in the 

form of an elongated, rectangular blank which is cut to 
the desired length from strip material having substantially 
the desired width, has a pair of right angular bends 5, 
closely spaced relative to each other, extending trans 
versely of the material near the middle thereof, and has 
two other right angular bends 6, bent right angularly 
in the opposite direction, extending transversely of the 
material near its ends. 
The holder 2 has a comparatively narrow, upstanding 

portion, of inverted U shape, having a top panel 7 and 
two opposite side panels 8, and has a pair of oppositely 
extending base portions 9, which are defined by the right 
angular bends 5 and 6. 
A plurality of individual, threaded receptables 10, each 

adapted to receive a correspondingly threaded end por 
tion of one of the light bulbs 4, are formed on the side 
panels 8 of the holder 2 by deforming the material 
thereof, as by vacuum thermoforming. 
The receptacles 10 are arranged in pairs. The recep 

tacles 10 of the respective side panels 8 are arranged 
in uniformly spaced rows, and the receptacles 10 of one 
of the side panels 8 are positioned opposite the corre 
sponding receptacles 10 of the other of the side panels 
8, in mutually opposing, end to end relationship there 
with. 
The opposing ends of the receptacles 10 are connected, 

as by heating the material thereof, to form rigid joints 
between them whereby the side panels 8 are spaced apart 
relative to each other and the structure of the holder 2 
is reinforced, 

In forming the holder 2 as above described, starting 
with the blank, the receptacles 10 advantageously may 
be produced first, by deforming the material of the blank, 
and thereafter the blank may be bent right angularly, 
transversely of the blank, as by heating the material 
thereof, to form the right angular bends 5, 6 which define 
the top panel 7, the side panels 8, and the base por 
tions 9. 
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3. 

The wrapper 3, which is tubular and advantageously 
may be formed of cardboard, for example, is rectangular 
in transverse section and has length, width, and height 
dimensions which correspond substantially to the maxi 
mum dimensions of the holder 2. 
The invention may be modified in various ways with 

out departing from the spirit and scope thereof. 
I claim: 
1. In a combined package and holder for light bulbs 

which includes a holder and a tubular wrapper therefor 
which forms with the holder a package suitable for use 
as an original container for marketing a predetermined 
number of light bulbs of selected size, as desired, the 
holder being receivable bodily in the tubular wrapper 
therefor and consisting of a single sheet of comparatively 
stiff plastic sheet material having a pair of right angular 
bends, closely spaced relative to each other, extending 
transversely of the material near the middle thereof, and 
having two other right angular bends, bent right angularly 
in the opposite direction, extending transversely of the 
material near its ends, and the holder having a com 
paratively narrow, upstanding portion, of inverted U 
shape, having a top panel and two opposite side panels, 
and having a pair of oppositely extending base portions, 
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4. 
provement which comprises a plurality of individual, 
threaded receptacles, each adapted to receive a corre 
spondingly threaded end portion of a light bulb, formed 
on the side panels of the holder, the receptacles being 
arranged in pairs, the receptacles of the respective side 
panels being arranged in uniformly spaced rows and the 
receptacles of one of the side panels being positioned 
opposite the corresponding receptacles of the other of 
the side panels, in mutually opposing, end to end rela 
tionship there with. 

2. The structure of claim 1, the opposing ends of the 
receptacles being connected to form rigid joints between 
them whereby the side panels are spaced apart relative 
to each other and the structure of the holder is reinforced. 
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