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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, BENJAMIN R. DRAUDT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Cleve 
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State of 

5 Ohio, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Seal-Locks, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to the improvement of 

seal-locks for pipe-joints; and the objects of 
my invention are to provide an improved con 
struction of seal-lock adapted to embrace and 
prevent access to the joints of pipes connect 
ing with gas or water meters or other similar 
measuring devices and to so construct my im 
proved lock as to admit of its being readily 
and conveniently applied to a pipe-joint and 
so locked in connection therewith as to pre 
vent the same being disconnected without 
breaking the seal or body of the lock. These 
objects I accomplish in the manner illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of my im 
proved lock and joint casing. Fig. 2 is a view 
in elevation at right angles with that shown 
in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a sectional view on line 
a ad of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a view in elevation 
of the united lug or lip portions of the sec 
tions of my device with the locking-key re 
moved. Fig. 5 is an inner face view of one 

3o of Said lugs or lips, showing the key in sec 
tion therein and in an unlocked position. Fig. 
6 is a similar view showing the key in its 
locked position; and Fig. 7 is a detail view, 
in elevation, of the key which I employ in the 
manner hereinafter described. - 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. . 

In carrying out my invention I employ a 
joint-casing comprising two half-cylindrical 
sections 1 and 2, each of which is of a concavo 
convex form in cross-section, these two sec 
tions when brought together forming a band 
or boxing which is adapted to incase a pipe 
joint and which owing to the concavo-convex 
form of its sections is prevented from move 
ment on said pipe. The section 2 is provided 
adjacent to one of its ends with an outwardly 
inclined yoke-like projection or keeper 2", with 
which is adapted to engage, as shown, a curved 

5o tongue 1", which is formed with the section 
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3", as shown. 

1, said sections being thus hinged one to the 
other. The Section 1 at its opposite side is 
provided with a laterally-projecting lip or lug 
3, through which is formed a central opening 
4, said lip or lug having an outer edge flange 

The section 2 is likewise pro 
vided on that side which is opposite the keeper 
2" with a laterally-projecting lip 5 of such size 
as to enter or fit within the flange 3" of the 
lug or lip 3 when the sections 1 and 2 are 
brought together. Through the lug or lip 5 
is formed transversely a keyhole-shaped open 
ing 6, and adjacent to and on one side of the 
smaller end of Said opening said lip or lug is 
provided with a projecting stop-lug 7, the lat 
ter being of equal height with the side wall or 
flange of said lug 5. I also form on the inner 
face of the lug 5 and on the same side thereof as 
that occupied by the lug 7 a projecting stud 8, 
and opposite said lug 8 the wall or edge flange 
of the lip 5 is recessed, as indicated at 9. Be 
tween the stud 8 and the recessed wall of the 
lip 5 is interposed, as shown, a curved or cen 
trally-bent strip 10, preferably of spring ma 
terial, one of the inclined end portions of the 
latter terminating within the lug 7. 

11 represents a combined seal and locking 
key, which comprises a disk-like body, from 
one side of which projects a rounded and flat 
tened seal-head 12 and from the opposite side 
of which projects a key-stem 13, the base of 
which is formed with a lateral wing or pro 
jection 13". The key-stem 13 in its outer por 
tion is formed on one side, which is at right 
angles with the direction of the length of the 85 
wing or projection 13", with a lug 14. 
The manner of utilizing my improved lock 

and key is as follows: The sections 1 and 2 
being brought together about the pipe-joint 
the stem 13 and the wing 13" of the key 11 9o 
are inserted through the keyhole-shaped open 
ing 6 of the section-lip 5. When thus in 
serted, the key is turned in the direction in 
dicated by the arrow in Fig. 5 until the ex 
tremity of the wing 13" contacts with and 95 
passes that end of the spring-strip 10 which 
is adjacent to the lug 7. The wing having 
passed the end of Said spring-strip and the 
latter having been depressed thereby, it is 
obvious that the strip will return to its nor- Ioo 
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mal position, thereby causing its end to en 
gage one side of the wing 13", the opposite 
side of said wing abutting against the lug 7. 
In this manner the key is firmly locked in its 
position and prevented from rotation in either 
direction. In constructing the stem portion 
13 of the key I preferably form the same ad 
jacent to the wing 13" with opposing notches 
or recesses 15, the latter serving to weaken 
the stem at that point, and thereby providing 
for the breaking of the key-stem when it is 
desired to unlock the sections. 
From the construction and operation which 

I have described it will be seen that when 
the locking-key is in the position shown in 
Fig. 6 of the drawings the key is prevented 
from being withdrawn through the keyhole 6, 
owing to the engagement of the lug 14 with 
the outer side of the lip 3, and that the con 
tact of the spring-strip and wing of said key 
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prevents the latter from being turned to a 
removable position. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- - 
In a seal-lock, the combination of the hinged 

Sections 1 and 2, said section 1 having a pro 
jecting lip 3 formed with an opening there 
through and said section 2 having a lip 5 
formed with a keyhole-shaped opening, said 
lip also having a lug or shoulder 7 and a spring 
strip held adjacent thereto, of a key compris 
ing a body 11 and a stem portion 13, the lat 
ter having a laterally-projecting wing 13" and 
lug 14. 

BENJAMIN R. DRAUDT. 
In presence of 

JAS. B. OSWALD, 
M. A. CoRBETT. 

  


