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'Io all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELIZABETH. W. SMITH, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia, and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in a Combined Book 
Carrier and Holder; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a clear and exact desclip 
tion of the nature thereof, sufficient to enable 
others skilled in the art to which my inven 
tion appertains to fully understand, make, 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, making part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a front view of the device em 
bodying my invention. Figs. 2 and 3 are side 
views thereof. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several figures. 
My invention consists of a combined book 

carrier and holder, either member of which 
may be brought into service, so that books 
may be conveniently carried and the device 
afterward clamped to a desk, table, or other 
wise, for holding or supporting the books while 
Open. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
book-holder, consisting of a board or plate to 
whose lower end is secured a base, B, which 
projects in front thereof, so as to leave a ledge, 
C. To the under side of the base there is con 
nected a curved arm, through which is fitted a 
screw, the two forming a clamp, D, for secur 
ing the holder A to a desk, table, or other 
place of application. 
E represents two or more straps, which are 

connected to the holder or its base and passed 
around the sane. Buckles are secured to the 
end of each strap, so that the other end there 
of may be connected thereto, whereby books, 
&c., may be clamped or secured by the straps, 
after the mainner of book-carriers at present 
in use. A handle, F, is attached to the strap 
at what will be the top of the device, so that 
the holder A, the straps E, and the applied 
articles may be conveniently carried. 

It will be seen that the board or plate of the 
holder will act as a support for the books or 

other articles clamped or strapped there. 
against, and the ledge C of the base will pre 
vent downward displacement of said books or 
articles. 
When the device is to be used as a holder, 

the straps Will be unbuckled and thrown to 
the rear, and the clamp D fitted to the desk, 
table, or other place of application, and se 
cured thereto by tightening the screw of the 
clamp, the clamp being so located or shaped 
that the board or plate of the holder A will 
set rearward or in an angular position, as 
shown in Fig. 3. 

It is evident that a spring-clamp may be 
employed in lieu of the screw - clamp; and 
While, ill inally respects, said spring-clamp is 
more convenient, the operation will be the 
same as has been stated. 
A book may now be placed on the ledge C 

and rested against the board or plate of the 
bolder, and if the book is to be held opened, 
fingers a, hinged to base B, may be thrown up, 
so as to prevent closing of the leaves. 
When the books are again to be carried, re 

lease the screw of the clamp, arrange the 
books on the holder, pass the straps around the 
books and buckle the same, and grasp the 
handle F, all parts being in their normal posi 
tion, and the carrier, as such, is restored. 
Eaving thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. The combined book carrier, and holder, 
the same consisting of the board A, with base 
B and projecting ledge C, in combination with 
the holding-straps E, passing around the board, 
and connected at top by the carrying-handle 
F, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. ... " 

2. The holder AB, with clamp D and straps 
E, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 
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