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The object of the invention is to provide im-
brovements in toys or games, which relate to the
operation of automatons simulating the action

__ Of the players in a regular baseball game, and
o especially-the pitcher, batter and catcher.
Another - object is to provide mechanisms,
whereby the movement of the said playersis man-
ually controlled; without directly contacting with
the players themselves, so that the pitcher actu-
© ally throws the ball, the batter strikes at the ball,
and the catcher catches the ball if the batter
misses it
A further object is to provide a form of inter-
. connection between' the pitcher and- catcher,
* whereby they are manually set into inoperative
or retracted positions, and upon- releasing ‘the
manual setting means the pitcher throws the ball,
and the catcher moves his arms to catch or re-
ceive the ball, following a slight delay in order
- to permit the ball to travel from the pitcher to
the catcher, .

. Still another object is to provide means in each
of the said players, whereby their arms move in
individually characteristic manner, thru the stm-
plest mechanism possible, and under actuation or
setting by the same form- of oscillatable, manu-
ally engageable means.

. And a still further object is to provide a playing

. board upon which the said three players are
- mounted,  together with separated areas info
wliich the ball is adapted to be struck by the latter,
for the purpose of determining the value to be
given to each hit in scoring, it being also Under-

. stood that if desired a different person may oper-
~ate the batter from the one who operates the
pitcher and catcher.

'With these objects in mind, the invention com-
prises further details of construction and opera-
tion, which are fully brought out in the follow-
ing description, when read in conjunction with
the accompanying drawing, in which:—

" Fig. 1 is a plan view of a playing board, com-
prising one embodiment of the invention, with
the three-above-mentioned players not shown in

5 position, but their places indicated as hereinafter
described; _ : ‘
Fig. 2 is a transverse section on the line 2—2

of Fig.'1; - : ‘

Fig. 3 is a somewhat diagrammatice elevatichal

- .view “of the three players mounted upon a sec-
tional representation of the playing board of
Fig. 1;

Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are respectively fragmentary
sections on the lines 4—4, 5—5, and 6—6 of Fig,
3; and
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Fig. 7'is a fragmentar
of Fig, 1. .
Referring to the drawing, a board I is provided
peripherally with walls 2 which extend upwardly
therefrom, and which walls are continued downs
wardly below the level of said board at 3, to sup-
port said board and to provide a housing or pro-
tection for the mechanism hereinafter described.
Upon the said board a diamond 4 is provided,
which may be raised or which may remain flush
with said board, as desired, the pitcher’s box 5;
catcher’s position 8, home plate 1, and first, sec-
ond and third bases 8, § and 19, respectively being
similarly represented and preferably surrounded
by ridges or beading. The bositions representing
those of the first baseman 1 1, second baseman and
shortstop 12 and {3, and third baseman 14 being
identified by preferably circular embossed rings
or beading, into which g ball-struck by the batter
may fall and remain, in which case it is consid~
ered that such other particular player has “caught
a fly’. In the same way, if the ball falls"and .
remains within the pitcher’s box 5, it is con-
sidered that the pitcher “caught a fiy”, or if in the
catcher’s position 6, that the Iatter “caught- a
foul”. The outfielders’ positions are similarly
indicated by circular embossings at i5, {6 and 1,
while within the last-named a ball 18 is shown
as having been “caught”. In addition tothe areas
thus mentioned, addition
to 24, inclusive; are brovided, with raised mar-
gins 242, so that if the ball falls and remains in
them, a single, two-base, or three-base hit, is

scored, . ) '
With the catcher’s position 6 an aperture 25 is
shown above which is positioned the catcher aus
tomaton 26; above an apertire 27 within the‘dig~
mond 4 is positioned the pitcher automaton 28:
and above an-aperture 28 beside the home plate 7
is positioned the batter automaton 39. - The arms
31 of the catcher (only one of which is shown in;
Fig. -3) are carried by angularly bent levers 32"
(Fig. 4), which at their adjacent ends loosely
surround the upper ‘end- portion -of g lever 33,
oscillatable -about a- pivot 34 which fransverses:
the catcher -automaton 25, and downwardly ex~-
tends thru-the base aperture 25 and is engaged:
by-a wire or rod 35, This wire is cennected thru-
a spring 36 to a bracket 371, or equivalent fixed

v section on the line 1—7

portion of or-projection from ‘the base I, and 9

thru a second spring 38 with dne arm of a-lever
39, which in turn is pivotally carried by a bracket
48 also fixed to said base |, and having its other
arm 44 extending thru an aperture 42 in said base,
and manually engageable for the purpose of re-

al elongated areas-19 3
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traction of the arms of said catcher, simultane-
ously with the arm 43 of the pitcher 28,

Said last-named arm is adapted to support the
pall 18 in a retracted position, indicated by the
dot-and-dash lines 44 when said lever arm &1 is
depressed, and upon the release of said lever arm,
said ball-throwing arm bheing oscillatable into
the full-line position (Fig. 3) about its supporting
shaft 45 by virtue of the tension of a spring 43
within the pitcher automaton, said shaft being
jnitially oscillated in the opposite direction by &
wire or rod 41, connected to the arm A& of a lever,
which i¢ pivotally supported also upon the under
side of said base | by means of a bracket 49, the
other arm 58 of said lever being connected in

‘turn by a wire or rod 8! to said actuaiing lever

arm 39, whereby the retraction of the pitcher’s
and catcher’s arm are effected simultaneously.
Upon release of the lever arm 41, said automaton
arms oscillate so that the pitcher’s arm throws the
ball, and the arms of the catcher are brought to-
gether so as to catch the ball, but with a delay in
the operation of the latier, due to a difference in
the tension of the springs 38 and 48, thereby
allowing for the time lapse during which the ball
is passing from the pitcher to the catcher.

The bat 52 of the batter, carried by a:lever 53
which extends outwardly thru the sides of the
central automaton 39, is connected to a shaft 54,
the upper portion of which is positioned by a
bracket 55, while the lower portion of the same
extends thru the aperture 29 in the base {, and
is, connected thru an angularly extending arm

56. with a wire or rod 57, which is connected thru
a, spring 58 to-said fixed bracket 31, and in the
opposite direction to an arm 59 of a retraction
lever, which is oscillatably carried by a bracket
60, the other-arm 6! of which lever also extends
outwardly thru the aperture 43 in said base wall 2.
As. this last-named lever may be actuated inde-
pendently of said first retracting lever, the action
of the batter is independent of that of the pitcher
and catcher together, so that the element of skill
enters prominently into the technique of retract-
ihe and releasing the batter, so that the spring

58, will, suddenly move the bat at precisely the.

proper moment to strike a ball passing other-
wise from. pitcher to cateher, as hereinbefore
described.

“Haying thus described my invention what I
claim as. new and desire to secure by Letters
PBatent isi— )

1. A ball, game, comprising a base, automatons
representing a pitcher and a catcher mounted
upon sald. base, an oscillatable -arm_for said
pitcher, a. pair of oscillatable arms for said
catcber-adapted to be moved towards each other
to catch,a ball thrown by said pitcher, levers
connecting ,
catcher, and: means to manually ‘set sald arms
in refracted positions, so that when said means
is. released- said arms perform their respective
functions. :

"3, A ball game, comprising. a base, automa-
tons representing a pitcher and a catcher mount-
upon said base, an oscillatable arm for sald
pitcher, a pair of oscillatable arms for said
cafcher adapted to-be moved towards each-other
to catch a ball. thrown by said- pitcher, levers
connecting: the arms of said pitcher and said
catcher, means to manually set- said arms in

the arms of said pitcher and said.
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retracted positions, so that when said means is
released said arms perform their respective func~
tions, and means interposed between said pitcher
and catcher to delay the action of -the latter
following the action of throwing by the former.
3. A baseball game, comprising a base, three
automatons supported by said base and repre-
senting a Dpitcher, & batter and a catcher, an
oscillatable ball-throwing arp upon Said pitcher,
an . oscillatable bat carried by the batter, and
oscillatable arms carried by the catcher, common
means to retract the pitcher’s arm and said
catcher’s arms, separate means to retract the
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bat, means to automatically cause the pitcher’s -

arm to throw a ball carried thereby and to cause
gaid catcher’s arms to catch the ball if passed
by the bat upon release of said first retraction
means, and separate means {0 actuate the bat
upcn release of said second retraction means.

4. A baseball game, comprising a base, three
automatons supported by said. base and repre-

sénting a pitcher, a batter and a catcher,. an

oscillatable ball-throwing arm upon said pitcher,
an oscillatable bat carried by the batter, oscillat-
able arms carried by the catcher, common means
to retract the pitchér's arm and said catcher’s
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arms, separate means to retract the bat, means

to automatically cause the pitcher’s arm to throw
a ball carried thereby and to cause said catcher’s
arrms to catch the ball if passed by the bat upon
release of said first retraction means, separate
means to actuate the bat upon release of said
second retraction means, and means to delay
the operation of the catcher’s arms following,
operation of the pitcher’s arm, to afford a ball
time bo pass from the latter to the former. y

5. A ball game, comprising-a base, automatons.
representing a pitcher and a catcher mounted
upon said ~bage, an oscillatable arm for said
pitcher, a pair of oscillatable arms for said
catcher adapted to be moved towards each other
to catch g ball thrown by . said pitcher, levers
connecting the -arms of said pitcher and said
catcher, means to manually set said arms in re-

tracted positions, so that when said means is.

released said arms perform theif respective func-
tions, a spring to operate said. pitcher’s arm upon.
release by said manual setting means, a spring
to operate said catcher’s. arms, and a spring of
different tension between said catcher and said.
manual setting means to delay the action of the
catcher following that of said pitcher.

6. A ball game, comprising a pair-of ‘automa-
tons, means -to simultaneously. set -said - autom-
atons in retracted positions, common means o
autormatically actuate said automatons, and con-
necting means between said automatons opera-

tive by relative slackness to. delay the actuation.
of one automaton with respect. to the other fol--

lowing their release by said setting means.
7. A ball game, comprising a pair of automa-
tons, means to simultaneously set said autom-

atons in retracted positions, common means. to.
automatically actuate said automatons upon.
manually releasing said setting means, and. con-.

necting means between said automatons. opera=
tive to delay the actuation of one automaton

with respect to- the other following their release,

by said setting means. : S
. HENRY WALKER.
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