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This invention consists of a combination case
which is especially adapted for use by agents
engaged in the sale of industrial insurance and
is designed to accommodate the cumbersome ac-

5 count book, rate books, pamphlets, etc., which an
agent requires in the solicitation of insurance.

The account book adopted by most of the large
insurance companies, engaged in writing indus-

. trial insurance, for use by their agents in enter-
. 10 ing weekly payments, is oblong and of such 3
thickness that it cannot be carried in an ordi-
nary pocket; furthermore the book, when opened
to make entries, is unwieldly, and since the ac-
count book entries must frequently be made when
15 the solicitor is standing, entries are difficult to
make and use of the book in this manner is at-
tended by many other difficulties which unduly
burden the solicitor and prematurely Tenders the
book unsuitable for use. In the present inven-

20 tion we overcome these difficulties by use of a

case, a part of which conforms to the shape of
the book, the latter being automatically opened
with the opening of the case, as well as automat-
ically closed when the parts of the case are moved

25 into a closed position, the entries being made in

the book without removing the book from the

case.

The present invention also includes in the case
a support for the arm when entries are being
made in the book and this is accomplished by
the use of covers arranged over the compartment
of the case adjacent the book carrying compart-
ment, the covers being hinged or fixed. These
covers may also be used as a desk while the case
is being held in an open position.

Other objects of the invention will be apparent
from the following description of the present pre-
ferred forms of the invention, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a case construct-
ed in accordance with the present invention, the
case being shown in an open position.

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view of the case
shown in Fig, 1.

Fig. 3 is an end elevational view of the case in
a closed position.

Fig. 4 is a detail fragmentary sectional view
illustrating the manner of locking one of the
hinge covers to a wall of the case.

5o Fig. b is a similar view taken on the line 5—F5
of Fig. 1, showing the wall flange used to limit
inward movement of the hinge cover in one side
of the case.

. Fig. 6 1s a top plan view of the case in open
55 Position showing modifications in the arrange-

30

40

4

(=)

ment of certain compartments and the covers

therefor, and

Fig. 7 is a detail fragmentary sectional view of
the case sections showing to advantage the book
supporting means at the hinged zone of the sec-
tions. -~ : : :

The device of the present invention includes a
pair of parts 7 and 8 which are hinged, as indi-
cated at 9. Each of the parts is divided into a
plurality of compartments. In the part 1, a com- 10
partment 10 extending transversely of said. part
is formed at one end of the latter, longitudinal
compartments [, {2 and 13 being formed in the
remaining portion of part 1 by the provision of
partitions i4. The part 8 is provided with com- 15
partment 10’ extending transversely of said part

- 8 in parallel relation to the compartment 10 and.

being a replica of the latter. The remaining por-
tion of part 8 constitutes one large undivided
compartment 15, 20
The compartments 10 and 10’ are adapted for
the reception of portions of a book B of the type
employed by solicitors of industrial insurance.
One of the back portions of the book is mounted
in the compartment 10 and the other in | 0’, the 25
pages thereof being turned from one compart-
ment to the other, at the option of the user.
When the desired page in the book has been
reached, the portions of the book in each com-
bartment are clamped by suitable means, such as 30
indicated at 16. The means (6 consists of spring
wire clamps or brackets, each of which has one
end thereof engaged with a wall of the case, and
the opposite end with a partition of the latter.
The book engaging end of each clamp is arrangeq 35
to lie in close proximity to the outer or upper
wall of the part of the case in which it is mount-

~ed. In this way the pages may be written on in

close proximity to the ends thereof, without in-
terference by the clamp.

When a book is carried in an open position in
the compartments {0 and 10’ the book binding,
which overhangs the hinge 9 is subject to strain.

. 'To mitigate this strain, we mount in each of said

compartments a support 25. The support may 45
consist of a plate, one end of which is bent at
right angles and anchored to a wall of the case
adjacent the hinge 9. The opposite end of each
plate is reduced and issues into a resilient clasp
26. It will be noted, especially upon reference to
Fig. 7 of the drawing, that the supporting plates
25 are spaced from the bottom walls of the com-
partments 10 and 10’. This provides a space be-
tween said walls and the book covers which is gg
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especially adapted for the reception of insurance
policies which are slidably engaged beneath the
clasp 26. The free ends of the book engage bev-
elled walls formed in the tops of the case sec-
tions to prevent said free ends of the book from
gravitating completely into the bottoms of said
compartments. By securing the policies through
the medium of the clasp 26 they will be held in-
tact during the opening and closing of the cas-
ing, regardless of whether the book is in an open
or closed position. :
Each of the parts 7 and 8 is also equipped with
a hinged cover 17, the cover of the part 7 being
adapted for engagement over the compartments
11, 12 and 13, while the cover 17 of the part 8
is adapted to close the compartment 15. As
shown to advantage in Fig. 2 the covers 17 are
hinged on the same axis as the parts T and 8,
hinge loops being formed by extending the lower
or inner margins of the covers. The outer or
upper margin of each cover is extended to pro-
vide a yieldable clip 18 which is adapted to be
flexed over & stud (9 formed on the outer or upper
wall of the case. The compartment {5 may also
be provided with & flange 20 formed on the wall
of the case to limit the inward movement of the
cover {1. If desired each cover may be provided
with a finger opening 21 to facilitate opening of
the cover against the resistance of the clip {8.
The compartments {0, 10°, {1, 12, 13 and 5
are especially designed to carry the necessary
books, documents and papers which are an essen-
tial part of the equipment of an industrial in-
surance solicitor. As stated above the compart-
ments 10 and 10’ are adapted for the reception
of the industrial insurance account book, which
we have found may be conveniently carried in
said compartments and retain in open position
in a manner described. The compartment {1 is
adapted for the reception of pencils, pens, erasers,
etc. The compartments 12 and 13 are adapted
to receive rate books, policies, etc., while the
compartment 15 is especially adapted for the
reception of circulars and periodicals put out by
the companies, in addition to the certain type of
application forms or blanks, etc. When the
covers 1T are in place, an arm rest is provided
to facilitate writing in the account book which
is opened in the compartments 10 and 10’. Fur-
thermore, the covers IT or either of them may
be used as a writing desk. It is, of course, un-
derstood that a solicitor is very frequently stand-
ing while making entries in his account book,
and also while making notations or filling in an

application blank, consequently the covers I7 are:

essential and desirable for the purposes indicated.
While we have shown two covers (7 it is never-
theless to be understood that if desired a single
hinged cover may be used for engagement over
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the compartments (1, 12 and 13 of the section T
or over the compartment 15 of section 8.

In Fig. 6 a modified form of the invention is
provided. In this form of invention instead of
using the hinge cover 11, we employ permanent
covers {1’ keneath one of which transverse com-
partments 22 are arranged which are in parallel
relation to the compartment 10, Beneath the
cover in the other part of the case, we have shown
longitudinal compartments 12’ and 13’ which
extend at right angles to the compartment 10’,
When this arrangement is employed the cover {7’
is at one end of the case, as illustrated in Fig. 6.
The compartments in this form of invention are
used in the same manner as in the form of in-
vention shown in the other figures of the drawing,
and the covers 1T’ serve in the same capacity.

It will be noted that in both forms of inven-
tion, we prefer to bevel the upper outer corner
of each of the case sections, as indicated at 23.
Consequently, when the case is in an open posi-

‘tion, a guide for the finger is provided to facili-

tate removal of papers from the compartment 15,
the removal of implements or articles contained
in the compartment Il and engagement of the
fingers with the clamp 16 when the latter are
near the bottom of the compartments, as show
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawing. :

Any form of handle may be employed for the
case, but we have shown a duplex type of handle
24, half of which is mounted on the top of sec-
tion 7 and the other half on the top of section 8.

‘While we have herein described some of the
view of this invention and preferred forms there-
of, we are nevertheless aware that various
changes may be made therein, especially in the
details of construction, proportion and arrange-
ment of parts within the scope of the claims here-
with appended.

What is claimed is:

1. A combination case including hinged parts
provided at one end with compartments, each
compartment being adapted for the reception of
a part of a book to support the book in open posi-
tion when the case is open, and means in the
other end of the case parts to provide an arm
rest during the process of writing in a book sup-
ported in said compartments.

2. A combination case including hinged parts,
a transverse partition in each of said parts to
provide parallel compartments each of which is
adapted for the reception of a part of a book
having a flexible binding, the book binding over-
lying the hinged zone of the case parts, and a

cover engaged over the remaining portion of 5

each of said parts whereby the arm of a person
may be supported while writing in the book.

- WILBERT W, XIDD.
CLIFFORD J. THOMPSON.
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