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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, JENNIE HAVILLA HAY-
WARD, of Sidney, in the county of Kennebec
and State of Maine, have invented an Im-
proved Corset, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description. :

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved corset for curing curvature
and weakness of the spine.

LReference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of my
improved corset-crutch on the wearer. Fig.2
is a rear perspective view of the same. Fig,
3 is an enlarged detail horizontal sectional
view of the rear part of the same. Fig. 4 is
an enlarged detail side view of the corset-
crutches. Fig. 5 is a sectional view of the
same on the line » x, Fig. 4.

To each side of the corset B a cruteh, A,
made of hard rubber or of steel covered with
cloth, is secured, at the upper edge of the cor-
set, by means of a flap, G, which is passed or
doubled over the bow of the cruteh, and is
then passed down on each side of the springs
and sewed or otherwise secured to the corset.
The cruteh is composed of a steel or hard-rub.
ber bow, to each of whose ends is attached
one end of the pad ‘D, which is preferably
formed of a tubular fabric stuffed with some
soft material, A hip-pad, J,is attached to the
inner surface of the corset at the hip at each
side. Steel springs K, which are secured to
the crutches, project downward from the same
and overlap steel springs L, secured to and
projecting upward from the padsd. The steel
springs-are provided witli guide-loops M, for
bolding them  together  and guiding  them.
The steel springs are apertured, and a thumb-

_serew, N, is passed through two correspond-
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ing apertures of the springs, for the purpose
of locking the two corresponding springs in
the desired position in relation to each other.
A belt, I, is secured to the corset at the waist
for the purpose of strengthening the corset,

which is subjected to the greatest strain at the.
waist. Shoulder-straps E are attached to the

| front and rear of the corset, and pass over the

shoulders of the wearer, for the purpose of
holding the corset in place. The corset is
closed by means of straps and buckles, and to
prevent the buckles from coming in contact
with and paining the spine I have attached a
strip of corded fabrie, H, to the inner surface
of the corset, at one side of the back opening,
so that the buckles will rest on the corded
strip fabric which rests against the spine. The
flaps C cover the upper ends of the springs,
and prevent their wearing the clothing. The
crutches are so adjusted and the corset is
worn until the spine has become strengthened,
and then the crutches are gradually lowered
by shortening the springs K I by adjusting
the thumb-secrew N, the fabric of the corset
being folded more or less, accordingly as the
spriugs are shortened more or less.

I am aware that erutches supported by ad-
Jjustable plates from hip-pads were known to
the publice through-printed publications more
than forty years ago; also, that shoulder-
straps have been used with corsets; also, that

a-ribbed edge or strip has been made to pro-’

Ject under the open space between
of a laced corset; but
What I do claim as new and of my invention
18— :
1..The combination,with the corset B, of the
crutches A, the stuffed leather tubing D, se-
cured to the ends of the cratehes, and the
cloth flaps C, passed over the bow of the
crutches and secured to the sides of the cor-
set, ‘substantially as herein. shown and de-
scribed, and for the purpose set forth. :
2. Animprovement in corsets provided with
crutches, consisting of the two springs K K,
attached at the top to the: cruteh-bow, and
having at intervals the guide-loops M, in com-
bination with the hip-pad J and springs L 1,
passing through said loops and secured ad.
Jjustably to springs K K, as shown and de-
scribed.

JENNIE HAVILLA HAYWARD.

Witnesses : ‘
L. W. WHITEHOUSE,
I.. M. PERCIVAL.
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