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To all whom it may concern: said cleft, Said width is regulated by com 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs W. BANKs, of pressing the operator's lips more or less tightly 

Elk Ridge Landing, in the county of Howard 
and State of Marylaud, have invented a new 
and valuable Improvement in Musical Toys; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the Con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings, making 
a part of this specification, and to the letters 
and figures of reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation 
of a perspective view of my musical toy, and 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

small, simple, cheap instrument which is ca 
pable of sounding a variety of tones, the par 
ticular tone sounded depending upon the de 
gree of compression of the operator's lips. 

In the accompanying drawing, A designates 
a cylindrical wooden stafforrod, which is deeply 
cloven at one end, so as to leave two corre 
sponding elastic lips, BB. In the cleft b be 
tween said lips is a thin plate, C, the rear end 
of which is set into a socket or small block, 
C, that is riveted or otherwise permanently 
secured at the base of said cleft, While its 
other end is free. By holding the side of said 
cleft to the operator's mouth and blowing 
through it, a note is produced, varying in 
shrillness and tone according to the Width of 

upon lips B B, already described. In this 
way the notes of many birds may be imitated, 
and the instrument may, therefore, be used as 
a lure for wild fowl and other game, as well 
as for annusement. 

Metal, paper, or other material may be sub 
stituted for wood in rod A and lips BB, and 
their shape may be considerably varied. 
When compression is removed from said lips 
B B, their elasticity causes them to resume 
their former position. The plate or reed C is 
preferably forrued of metal; but paper, wood, 
or any other suitable material may be used in 
the construction thereof. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letter's Patent, is 
A musical instrument having two parallel 

elastic lips secured to or formed upon a rigid 
rod or stem, in combination with a vibrating 
plate or tongue arranged flatwise between 
said lips, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the above I have 

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

CHARLES. W. BANKS. 
Witnesses: 

J. FRED ACKER, Jr., 
J. B. LOOMIS. 

  


