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70 all usion, it may 60ncern. 
Be it known that I, FRANCIs J. CALLAHAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago. in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
iii) Improvements in Notarial Seals, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates generally to impres 

sion producing devices, and while the form 
and character of the impression producing 
anembers may vary widely in order to pro 
duce any desired impression, have shown 
and described herein for illustrative pill 
poses merely my invention as embodied in a 
notarial seal. 

Notarial seals as custonnarily made em 
body a cumbersome frame and a lever struc 
ture mounted thereon which is not only awk 
ward but cannot readily be transported from 
place to place. Furthermore, such seals can 
not be carried on the person, and are Sub 
ject to appropriation and unauthorized use. 
One of the primary purposes of my inven 

tion is to provide a seal which will be small 
and compact in construction and capable of 
being carried in the pocket in the same man 
ner as a watch is carried. The seal is, there 
fore, not liable to be taken or used by un 
authorized persons, and it may at all times 
be carried so that it is convenient for use 
wherever the notary may be. 

Another purpose of the invention is to 
provide a seal in which the impression pro 
ducing members will be entirely enclosed in 
a case so as to protect them against injury 
and also against an accumulation of dust 
and dirt, on the impression producing Sur 
faces. 
Other objects and advantages of my in 

vention should be readily appreciated as the 
same becomes better understood by refer 
ence to the following description when con 
sidered in connection with the accompanying 
drawings: 

Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a seal embodying 

my invention: 
Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken 

on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 

3-3 of Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of my invention 

showing its manner of use. 
Referring now to the drawings more in 

detail it will be observed that my invention 
comprises a case simulating in size, shape 
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and appearance a hunting case watch. This 
case comprises a back 5, and a cover 6, 
hinged together by a hinge pin 7, which is 
made sufficiently strong and heavy to l'esist 
considerable strain. A coiled or other suit 
able spring 8 is adapted to normally urge 
the cover into the open position illustrated 
in Fig. 4. 

Within the back member 5 of the case 
there is fixedly mounted an impression pro 
ducing member 9, and in the cover 6 is 
mounted a companion impression producing 
member 11, the meeting line of the two mem 
bel's being in the plane of separation of the 
back and cover of the case. The letters, char 
acters or other subject matter to be impressed 
on the paper by the seal are formed on the 
face of the member 9 in relief and on the 
face of the member 11 in intaglio, so that 
when the members are pressed together an 
impression of the characters will be formed 
On an interposed sheet of paper. 
The case is equipped with the usual stem 

housing 12, and chain ring 13, by which the 
case may be attached to a Watch chain, or 
the like. 

For the purpose of locking the case in 
closed position and without leaving any pro 
jecting parts at the edges of the case which 
might perforate or mutilate the paper upon 
which the impression is being made, I have 
provided a locking device which will now be 
described. 
Within the stem housing 12 there is ro 

tatably mounted a stem 14 equipped at its 
Outer end with a knurled head 15, and at 
its inner end with a locking arm or latch 16. 
The edge of the cover 11 is provided with 
an undercut groove 17 adapted to receive 
this latch when turned to the position shown 
in Figs. 2 and 3, and the back 5 is provided 
with a groove or recess 18 in which the mem 
ber 16 is disposed when the case is open for 
use. It will be apparent, therefore, that 
when the case is open there are no project 
ing portions of the lock which might muti 
late or injure the paper disposed between the 
impression producing members. 
The seal, as previously stated, may be car 

ried in the user's pocket, and when required 
for use it is withdrawn and laid upon a 
table, desk, or the like, as indicated in Fig. 
4. The stem 14 is turned by means of the 
head 15 to release the cover, which is auto 
matically opened by the spring 8 into the 
position shown in Fig. 4, or even farther 
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Open if the hinge be constructed to permit 
Such opening. The sheet or sheets of paper 
18 are then inserted between the impression 
producing members, whereupon pressure ap 
plied to the cover 6, to close the same will 
force the member 11 into cooperative rela 
tion with the member 9, thus producing an 
impression upon the interposed sheet. 
A seal constructed in accordance with my 

invention is small and compact in construc 
tion, attractive in appearance; is capable of 
being carried in a pocket so as to be at all 
times accessible to the user but secure 
against theft or unauthorized use, and fur 
thermore the impression producing members 
are completely enclosed in a case which pro 
tects them against injury and against an ac 
Cumulation of dust and dirt on the impres 
sion ploducing faces. 

E claim: - 

1. A notarial seal, comprising a case simu 
lating in construction and appearance a 
hunting case Watch, impression producing 
members carried by the back and cover 
closure members of said case respectively, 
and adapted to be entirely inclosed within 
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said case, a stem carried by one of said 
closure members, and means operable by 
said stem to lock said case in closed 
position. 

2. A notarial seal, comprising a hinged 
case simulating a hunting case watch and 
provided with a stem and a chain ring, im 
pression producing members carried respec 
tively by the back and cover of said case 
and adapted to be entirely enclosed within 
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said case, and means for locking said case 
in closed position, said means being operable 
by the stem to unlock said case. 

3. In a device of the class described, a case 
including two concave leaves hinged to 
gether and arranged to tightly engage 
around the rims of their concave faces in 
dust-tight relation, relief and intaglio dies 
Within respective leaves arranged for cooper 
ative engagement upon engagement of Said 
leaves, a stem connected with one of said 
leaves, and a locking device operative by 
said stem and cooperative with the other of 
said leaves for locking said case. 
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