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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexry J. MULDER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Al-
ton, in the county of Sioux and State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Illlpl ovements in Handle Attachments; and

I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
\entlon, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful
improvements in handle attachments and
move particularly to that class adapted to be
used in connection with farming imple-
ments, such as forks, rakes, ete., and my ob-
ject is to provide a ferrule for attaching the
tines of the fork, or the like, to the handle.

A further object is to provide means for
attaching the parts of the ferrule together
and at the same time to the handle of the
implement and a further object is to provide
an adjustable feature, whereby the ferrule
may be attached to handles of various sizes.

Other objects and advantages will be here-
inafter referred to and more particularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings forming
part of this application, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a fork, showing my im-
proved ferrule attached thereto. Kig.2isa
detail longitudinal sectional view through
the lower end of the handle, showing the fer-
rule applied thereto in full lines and disen-
gaged therefrom in dotted lines. Tig. 3 is
a transverse sectional view through the han-
dle and adjustable part of the terrule. Fig.
4 is a detail perspective view of the lower
end of the ferrule as applied to use, and,
TFig. 5 is a detail perspective view of thie
upper end of the ferrule as applied to use.

Referring to the drawings in which simi-
lar reference nuimerals designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several
views, 1 indicates a handle, such as is com-
monly used in connection with forks, rakes
or the like, to the lower end of which is at-
tached a fork 2, said fork consisting of
tines 3, and a shank 4.

As is the usual practice, the shank 4 is
introduced into the end of the handle and
to prevent the handle from splitting, a
socket 5 is introduced around that end of
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the handle in which the shank 4 is entered
and as the handles sometimes shrink to such
an extent as to cause the shank to fit loosely
therein, I provide means for positively
locking the fork in engagement with the
handle. To this end, I provide my im-
proved ferrule 6, which is preferably
formed from a continuous strip of metal
and bent upon itself, the closed end of the
ferrule being formed into a socket 7, which
surrounds the horizontal portion of the fork
2, said socket having an opening 8 at its
lonoltuchn‘ll center, thlouoh which extends
one of the tines 3.

The arms 9 and 10 of the ferrule are
semi-circular in cross section so that when
they are clamped on the handle 1, said arms
will entirely surround the haundle, the edges
of the arms being adapted to telescope with
or overlap each other, as best shown in Fig.
3, the edges of the arm 10 passing below the
edoes of the arm 9 and after the arms have
been properly 13031t10ned on the. handle,
screws, or the like, 11 are introduced
through the ovelluppmo edges of the arms
and into the handle. The arm 10 is also
preferably provided with slots 12, through
which the screws 11 extend, whereby the
arms can be moved from or toward each
other to form a close fit around handles of
various sizes.

Should it at any time be desired to re-
move the fork, the screws 11 are to be re-
moved from the handle and the arms 9 and
10 separated as shown by dotted lines in
Iig. 2, when the ferrule may be removed
from engagement with the fork and said
fork removed from the handle when de-
sired. It will further be understood that
although I have shown the ferrule as ap-
plied to use in connection with a fork, the
same may be used for holding rakes or simi-
Iar devices in engagement with their han-
dles and it will likewise be seen that the
ferrule may be very cheaply constructed
and is practically indestructible.

What I claim is:

A device of the character described com-
prising a ferrule having a split tubular por-
tion with the edges foumno the split adapt-
ed to overlap each other, one edge portion
of said ferrule having a transverse slot and
the other edge portion of said ferrule hav-
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ing an adjusting screw passing through said
slot, said tubular portion having a socket
with its axis arranged at right angles to
said tubular portion, said socket having an
opening intermediate of its ends, said socket
receiving the transverse connecting portion
between the tines of a fork and said open-
ing receiving the central tine of said fork.

In testimony whereot I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of 10
two subscribing witnesses.

HENRY J. MULDER.
Witnesses:

C. W. Prrrs,
G. S. Prrrs.




