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step when the document is taken alone
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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The present international application includes four inventions that do
not comply with the reguirement of unity of invention because of the
following reasons:

Main invention: claimg 1-6 and 8-13, claim 7 including the structure in
claim 4, claim 14 including the structure in claim 11, and claims 35 and
36

Second invention: claim 7 not including the structure in claim 4 and claim
14 not including the structure in claim 11

Third invention: claimg 15-22 and claims 31-34 including the structure
in claim 15 (To be continued to the extra sheet)

L. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Fourth invention: claims 23-30 and claims 31-34 including the structure
in claim 23.

Document 1: JP 51-145312 A (Mitsubighi Electric Corp.), 14 December,
1976 (14.12.76), page 1, lower right column, line 1ll-page 2, lower left
column, line 2, Figg. 2 and 3, (no family)

Since a result of the search that has been conducted for claims 1-7
deemed as “the first described invention (the main invention)” shows
that a technical feature in claims 1-3 is disclosed in the document
1 as prior art, it has become clear that the technical feature ig not
novel. “The isotropicmaterial”, “the first areaportion” and “the second
area portion” in claim 1 are disclosed as “the paper”, "B portion” and
“A portion” in the document 1. "“The reinforcing member” in claim 1
igs disclosed in the document 1 as “B portion” that is higher in stiffness
than “A portion” by changing press pressure. Further, that *“the
vibration member hag a substantially cone shape” in claim 2 is discloged
in Fig. 3 of the document 1 as a vibration plate that is a cone in shape.
In addition, that “the reinforcing members are provided radially in
a strip-like shape heading from a small radius side of the vibration
member to a large radiug side of the vibration member” in claim 3 is
disclosed in Figs. 2 and 5(b) of the document 1 as B portion that is
provided radially in stripe-1like shape heading from the central portion
to the outer circumference.

Thus, the technical feature in claims 1-3 is not deemed to be “the
special technical feature” in the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
gentence.

As far as claim 4 is compared with the prior art, “a (tentative)
special technical feature” of themain invention is that “the reinforcing
members include a first direction reinforcing member arranged in a first
direction that passes through the center of the vibration member and
a second direction reinforcing member arranged in a second direction
that passes through the center of the vibration member but is arranged
differently from the first direction.

Further, as far as claim 7 (the second invention) is compared with
the prior art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the second
invention ig “further provided with a cap to cover an aperture of the
vibration member, wherein the cap is provided with a first cap area
portion and a second cap area portion that are integrally formed by
uging an isotropic material and the first cap area portion has a cap
reinforcing member obtained by press molding with pressure to be more
strongly appliedtothe first capareaportion than pressure tobe applied
to the second cap area portion, so that the cap reinforcing member is
higher in Young’s modulus than the second cap area portion”.

(to be continued to the next extra sheet)
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Further, as far as claim 15 (the third invention) is compared with
the prior art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the third
invention ig “a speaker including a first gpeaker unit and a second
speaker unit that are arranged in parallel with each other on the front
surface of a cabinet, wherein each of the first speaker unit and the
second speaker unit isg provided with a vibration member having a first
area portion and a second area portion integrally formed by using an
isotropic material, the first area portion has a strip-1like reinforcing
member that ig higher in Young’s modulus than the second area portion,
the first and second speaker units are arranged to make at least a part
of the reinforcing member of the first speaker unit and at least a part
of the reinforcing member of the second speaker unit face the same
direction”.

Further, as far as claim 23 (the fourth invention) is compared with
the prior art, “a (tentative) special technical feature” of the fourth
invention is “a gpeaker including a first speaker unit that ig arranged
on the front gsurface of a cabinet, has a substantially cone shape, is
provided with a first area portion and a gsecond area portion integrally
formed by using an isotropic material, wherein the first area portion
has a first vibration member having a first reinforcing member that
is higher in Young’s modulus than the second area portion; and a second
speaker unit that is arranged in parallel with the first speaker unit
on the front gsurface of a cabinet, has a substantially cone shape, is
provided with a third area portion and a fourth area portion integrally
formed by using an isotropic material, wherein the third area portion
has a second vibration member having a second reinforcing member that
is higher in Young’s modulus than the fourth area portion, wherein the
first and second speaker units are arranged to make at least a part
of the first reinforcing member and at least a part of the second
reinforcing member face the same direction”.

Therefore, there are no technical relationships including one or
more of the game or corresgsponding special technical features among the
main invention and the second through fourth inventions.

Additionally, since the invention in claim 6 not including the
structure in claim 4 is deemed to be such an invention that well known
art is merely added to claim 1, claim 6 is categorized into the same
invention as claim 1. Further, since the inventions in claims 8-14
are deemed to be such inventiong that well known art is merely added
to claims 1-7, claims 8-14 are categorized into the same inventions
as claims 1-7. Since claims 35 and 36 are such inventions that claims
1 and 4 corresponding to claims 36 and 36 are merely changed into the
category of inventions of manufacturing methods, the claimg 35 and 36
are categorized into the same inventions in claimg 1 and 4.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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