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This invention relates to trusses, particularly
to spring frame trusses and to improvements in
back pads therefor.

In spring frame trusses of ordinary construc-

§ tion, the rear ends of the frame terminate in
- spaced relation at the back of the truss. A back
pad is positioned on each end and a connecting
strap is employed to hold the truss in an opera-
tive position. The frame is provided with head-
‘10 ed studs which project outwardly from the rear
" face of cach pad and the same are connected
by a strap having apertures in which said studs
are entered. As the heads of the studs project
cutwardly beyond the strap, the clothing of the
15 wearer is brought into forced contact therewith
and is soon worn away or. torn.

Chiects of the invention are o provide a truss
of simple durable construction, which will over-
come this objection; which will be highly effi-

20 cient in use and may be comiortably worn with-
out injuring the clothing.

A further object is to provide a truss having
back pads at each end of the truss frame with
the outer face of the adjacent ends of the pad

25 offset inwardly to provide a seat for a connect-

" ing member whereby the member and the fasten-~

ing means will ke positioned in a plane spaced for-

wardly from the rear face of the pads and which

will present a relatively smcoth even surface

30 kaving no objectionable protruding parts which
- will tend to tear or wear away the clothing.

The ahove objects are accomplished and addi-
ticnal ends are attained by the novel econstruction,
combination and arrangement of parts herein-

35 after described and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, it being understood that the in-
vention is not confined tc the particular form
shown or restricted to the particular type of
truss illustrated and that the structure may be

40 cubjected to variations which come within the
spirit of the invention as set forth in the append-
ed claims.

Iin the drawing:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a truss con-

45 gtrucied in accordance with this inventien,

Figure 2 is a cross sectional view taken as
indicated by the lines 2—2 of Figure 1,

Pigure 3 i3 a perspective view of the improved
basze plate employed in carrying out the inven-

50 tion and showing the end portion of a spring side

reember attached thereto.

VWhiie the invention is adapted for application
to trusses of different types, in the drawing
there is illustrated a truss having a continuous

5 gpring frame 5 adapted to encircle the body of

fo1d
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the wearer with the free ends of the frame §
terminating in spaced relation at the back of
the truss. Each of the free ends of the frame §
is provided with a pad 6 which is adapted to bear
against the back or hip portion of the wearer’s
body. Each pad 6 comprises a base plate 7; a
cushion 8 and & pad facing 9 of leather or other
suitable material. 'The base plate 7 is provided

with & threaded bore 10 and each of the ends of

the frame 5 are positicned flat against the rear
fsce of one of the plates 7 and is secured there-
to by means of a screw bolt 11 which is posi-
tioned through an aperture in the frame mem-
ber and threaded in the bore 10. '

The forwardly presented face of each free end
portion of the frame 5 is thus positioned in the
same plane with the rear face of the plate 7 to
which it is secured. Each plate 7 is provided at
the free end thereof with an extension 12 which
is offset inwardly from the plane of the main

portion of the plate 7. The offset shoulder 13 .

is preferably arcuate in form, thus adding mate-
rially to the strength and durability of the base
plate and providing means for supporting the
cushion element 8 and for providing an exten-
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sion 12 which will possess great rigidity even -

when the plate 7 is composed of relatively thin
material.

The extension 12 on one of the plates 7 is pro-
vided with a threaded bore 14 and the extension

12 on the other plate 7 is provided with a “glove

fastener” stud 15 which projects rearwardly from
the rear face thereof and is welded, riveted or
otherwise secured thereto. The rear face of each
of the pads 6 is covered with a layer 16 of leather

or other similar material which is secured to the

facing 9 by the stitching 17.

In the particular adaptation of the invention
shown in the drawing, the layers 8 and 16 are
extended forwardly to provide a cover for the
frame member 5.

The numeral 18 denotes a connecting strap
having one end thereof secured to the extension
19 on one of the plates 7 by means of the screw
19 which is threaded in the bore 14. In the
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particular form of truss illustrated, the layer 16. -

covers the end of the strap 18, but the strap 18
may be positioned against the outer face of the
layer 16 if desired. The other end of the strap
18 is provided with a snap fastening socket ele-
ment 18¢ which is adapted to receive the stud
15 for detachably connecting the ends of the
frame 5. The connecting strap 18 may be of
leather, fabric, elastic webbing or any suitable
material.
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It will thus be seen that this invention pro-
vides a truss provided with back pads 6 having
the rear face of the adjacent ends thereof offset
forwardly to provide a seat for the ends of the
fastening element 18a¢ whereby the free ends of
the frame 5 may be detachably connected and
which has no objectionable protruding studs to
wear away or tear the clothing of the wearer.

It will be seen that the layers 9 and 16 com-
pletely cover the extension 12 of the hase plate 7
forming a pad extension 6a. The inner face of
the pad extension 6q is disposed in a plane posi-
tioned outwardly from the main bearing .face
of the pad thereby providing an extension 6g
which will not contact with the body of the
wearer.

Having thus illustrated my invention and de-
seribed the same in detail, what I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:—

1. In a truss, a frame for embracing the hody
of the wearer, said frame terminating in spaced
relation at the back of the truss, a back pad on
each end of said frame, said back pads having

" the adjacent ends thereof offset inwardly to pro-

25

vide a seat for a connecting element, a connect-
ing element and means to detachably secure the
connecting element to the offset portions of said

pad.
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2. In g truss, a frame for embracing the body
of the wearer, said frame terminating in spaced
relation at the back of the truss, a back pad on
each end of said frame, said back pads having
the adjacent ends thereof offset inwardly to pro-
vide a seat for a connecting element, a connecting
element and means to detachably secure one end
portion of said connecting element to the offset
portions of one of said pads and snap fastener
mieans for detachably securing the other end of
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the connecting element to the offset portion of
the other pad.

3. In a truss of the character described, a
frame, for encircling the body of the wearer, said
frame having two end portions terminating in
spaced relation at the back of the truss, a back
pad on each end portion, an extension on the free
end of each pad, each extension having an outer
face disposed in a plane spaced inwardly from
the outer face of the pad, a strap for connecting
said pads and means on said extension for de-
tachably securing the ends of the strap thereto.

4. In a truss of the character desecribed, a spring
frame for embracing the body, the free ends of
said frame terminating in spaced relation at the
back of the truss, a back pad on each end of said
frame, each back pad comprising a base plate,
means securing said base plate to the frame; an
extension on the free end of said base plate, said
extension being offset forwardly in relation to
said base plate, a cushion element on the inner
surface of the main body of the plate, a flexible
sheath on said pad, said sheath enclosing said
cushion and extension and means associated with
said extension and projecting rearwardly there-
from for securing a connecting element thereto.

5. In a truss of the character described, a back
pad, said back pad provided on the rear face
thereof with a surface offset inwardly from the
main surface of the rear face of the pad and
means to detachably secure a connecting element
flat against the offset portion of said pad.

6. In a back pad for a truss, a main body pad,
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an extension on the free end thereof, the rear .

face of said extension being spaced inwardly from

the plane of the rear face of the pad and means

to attach a connecting strap to said extension.
BENJAMIN F. PEASE.
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