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This invention relates to a device especial-
ly designed for use in removing plantain or
other weeds from lawns, gardens or the like,
the important object of the invention being

& to provide means for gripping and holding
the weed while it is being cuf, to facilitate
the weeding operation. ’

A further object of the invention is to
provide a device of this character whereby

10 the gripping member will hold the weed after
it has been cut and removed, so that while
the device is in the hands of the operator,
the weed may be readily deposited in a bag
or other carrier.

16 A still further object of the invention is
to provide a gripping means which may be
operated by the movement of a trigger or
lever located adjacent to the handle of the
device.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts and in
the details of construction hereinafter de-
25 scribed and claimed, it being understood that
changes in the precise embodiment of the
invention herein disclosed, may be made
within the scope of what is claimed, without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a
weeder constructed in accordance with the
invention.

Figure 2 is an elevational view llustrating
one of the sections of the handle or body por-
tion as removed.

Figure 3 is a plan view of the device.

Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the de-
vice.

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on line
5—5 of Figure 2.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the
body portion of the device is indicated
generally by the reference character 5 and
includes sections 6 and 7 respectively which
have flattened surfaces which are brought
together in such a way as to grip the blade
and various elements of the weeder, there-
between.

The contacting surfaces of the sectional
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body portion are cuf away at a point adja-
cent t0 one end thereof to provide a clearance
for the shank 8 which is slightly twisted as at
9, so that the blade 10 may be secured there-
to. Securing nails 11 pass through the sec- sy
tional ‘body "portion, and through the nail
openings formed. in the shank 8, to the end
thag the 'shank 8 and blade 10 secured there- |
to, are securely held against moyement. .
A sleeve is” positioned over one end of s
the body portion adjacent to the shank '8 to -
further secure the body portion against split-
ting, while in use.  The onter end of the blade-
10 15 formed in such'a way as to define in- .
clined cutting edges 12 so” gonstructe
when the tool is forced into the ground sur-.
face, the cutting edges of the blade will act,
to cut the weed at a’point helow the ground
surtace, T o8 & Point below the grou
Cooperating with the blade 10, is a finger 7
13 ‘which has a wide outer extremity 14
e into the weed

shavpened so that it will bite into the ,
which Lias heen cut by the blade 10 and hold
it securely on the blade sq that the weed may

be lLifted ‘and positioned in a carrier or con. 15 -
tainer. The outer end of the finger is cupved:
towards {he blade 10 50 that the eripping of
the weed by the finger will be agsired.

This finger 13 is pivotally connected to the
portion of the shank 8 extending beyond the gg
end of the body portion, at 15, one end of
the finger 13 extending below the shank 8
where 1t is formed with an opening to receive
the right angled end of the rod 16 which con- _
stitutes the operating means for operating 85
the pivoted finger 13. :

As shown, the rod 16 extends along the
body portion 5 and operates through the
straps 17 that have portions thereof disposed
between the sections of the handle so that the
straps 17 are held against movement. A
finger piece indicated at 18 is also pivotally
supported between the sections of the body
portion and is formed with an opening to
receive one end of the rod 16 to connect the
rod 16 to the finger piece 18.

Associated with the finger piece is a coiled
spring 19 that connects with the finger piece
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and acts to normally urge the finger piece

forwardly to the end that the finger 13 is held 100
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in spaced relation with the blade 10. Spac-
ing members 20 are positioned between the
sections 6 and 7 of the body portion so that
when the sections are secured together, the
spacing members will hold the sections in
spaced relation with each other throughout a
portion of the length of the body portion, to
permit of free pivotal movement of the finger
iece. '
P ‘While I have shown and described the body
portion or handle as constructed of sections
secured together, it is pointed out that this
body portion or handle may be constructed
in any suitable way, without departing from
the spirit of the invention. o

In the use of the device the operator posi-
tions the blade 10 at a point on the ground
surface adjacent to a weed to be removed,
whereupon the finger 18 is moved to clamp
the weed. The blade is now forced into the
ground surface cutting the weed which is
held by the finger 13. While the weed is
gripped between the finger 13 and blade 10
the weed may be readily deposited in a con-
tainer carrier in which the weeds are being
collected. ,

Iclaim: :

A weeder comprising a sectional body por-
tion, means at the ends of the sections of the
body portion for securing the sections to-
gether, means secured between the sections
for holding the sections in spaced relation
throughout a portion of their lengths, a finger
piece pivotally mounted within the space be-
tween the sections, a blade having a shank
secured between the sections at one end of
the body portion, a blade pivotally mounted
on the shank, a rod connected with the piv-
oted blade and having connection with the
finger piece to operate the pivoted blade when
the finger piece is operated.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature.

CHARLES M. HARTWELL.
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