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57 ABSTRACT 
A simple longitudinally-extending body defines the 
tool, the body having enveloping surfaces for engaging 
strapping banding and to accommodate the travel of 
the tool with a strapping banded item. One or more of 
the surfaces defines a severing edge for severingly 
parting the banding, i.e., the strapping, upon the ter 
minal-end handle of the tool being raised or moved 
transverse to the strapping. In some embodiments, the 
tool further defines means for clasping and securing 
juxtaposed terminal ends of strapping, that the strap 
ping might be secured about the item - shipping 
crate, or whatever. 

12 Claims, 31 Drawing Figures 

2OO 
  



Patented Feb. 12, 1974 3,791,031 

3. Sheets-Sheet 

24. zzzzzza SNNV N 

22 N. A76.4 18 N 

A/6. /O 

NVENTORS 

WALTER J. PUZIA 
JACK BROTHERS 

  

    

  

  



Patented Feb. 12, 1974 3,791,031 

3. Sheets-Sheet 2 

l 
l I 

NVENTORS 

WALTER J. PUZA 
JACK BROTHERS 

  

  

  

  



Patented Feb. 12, 1974 3,791,031 

3. Sheets-Sheet 3 

22 A 2O6. A/G.26 224 226 
5-7 KZAZAm T. i.Z.47. Its Itill 

B 24 2O4 2O8 222 

22O 2O4. 206 2O 22O 

22.22 E3 2 (32° 2243 226 226 
  



3,791,031 

STRAPPING SEVERING TOOL 

This is a continuation-in-part application proceeding 
from co-pending patent application No. 124,822; filed 
16 March 1971; under the title "Strapping Severing 
Tool;' by Jack Brothers and Walter J. Puzia, and now 
abandoned. 
This invention pertains to tools used for severing 

packaging or banding strapping, such as the metal 
strapping used to secure the sides of crates and the like, 
and in particular to a tool so configured as to accom 
modate its banding to a crate for travel with and in en 
gagement with the strapping, which is manipulatable 
for severing the strapping. 
Tools for severing strapping are well known in the 

prior art, but they comprise shears, or the like, which 
must be found provisioned at the destination point of 
a strapped crate, and be addressed to the strapping for 
the severing thereof. If shears are not available, other 
implements less well designed for the task - such as a 
pry bar - are pressed into service. Now, shears are ex 
pensive, and they can be applied to only one strapping 
at a time. Also, they must be passed from crate to crate, 
in order that all strapping of all shipment crates might 
be severed. Further, shears, pry bars, and such tend to 
become misplaced. In industry, if there is good tool 
control, the afore-noted disadvantages of shears can be 
minimized. However, homes and small shops which re 
ceive strapped crates ordinarily lack metal shears. 
Thus, the resident or shopkeeper has an almost hope 
less task in trying to cut strapping from a crate or box 
in which is a television set, or whatever, that has been 
ordered. 

It is an object of this invention, then, to teach the art 
to which the invention pertains means for severing 
strapping which avoids the disadvantages just noted. It 
is a particular object of this invention to set forth a tool, 
for severing extended strapping, comprising an axially 
extending body, said body having at least one strapping 
severing edge formed thereon and defining a handle for 
manipulation of said tool, characterized in that said 
body further has surfaces for engaging opposite sides of 
strapping which surfaces, in response to an engagement 
thereof with strapping, cause said body to assume a pia 
nar position parallel with such engaged strapping, facil 
itate a travel of said tool with such engaged strapping, 
at least upon the latter being secured about a crate or 
the like, and cooperate with a taut disposition of such 
engaged strapping, upon said handle being manipulated 
to urge said one edge into a surface of such engaged 
strapping, to cause said edge to sever said engaged 
strapping. 
A feature of this invention comprises a body having 

surfaces formed thereon for engaging opposite sides of 
the strapping, in which at least one of the surfaces de 
fines a strapping severing edge, and a handle at one end 
of the body used for moving the body relative to the 
strapping to cause the edge to move into - and sever 
- the strapping. 
Further objects and features of this invention will be 

come more apparent by reference to the following de 
scription taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
figures, in which: - 
FIG. 1 is an isometric projection of a portion of a 

shipping crate having strapping thereabout, the strap 
ping having a first embodiment of the novel tool, ac 
cording to the invention, in engagement therewith; 
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2 
FIG.2 is a side elevation of the tool of FIG. 1, taken 

along section 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevation of the tool of FIGS. 1 and 

2, , 
FIGS. 4 and 5 are cross-sectional views of the first 

embodiment of the inventive tool taken along sections 
4-4 and 5-5, respectively, of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a front elevational view of a portion of a sec 

ond embodiment of the novel tool; as depicted in FIGS. 
2-6, these embodiments of the tool further comprise a 
clasp for clinching and securing the ends of the strap 
ping about the strapped item; 
FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of a third embodi 

ment of the novel tool; 
FIG. 8 is a side elevational view of a portion of the 

tool of FIG. 7 taken along a section 8-8 of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 is a front elevational view of a fourth embodi 

ment of the new tool; 
FIG. 10 is a top or end view of the tool of FIG. 9 

taken along section 10-10 of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is a front elevational view of a portion of a 

fifth embodiment of the tool according to the inven 
tion; 
FIG. 12 is an axial cross-sectional view of the tool of 

FIG. 11 taken along a section 12-12 of FIG. 11; 
FIG. 13 is a frontal view of a sixth embodiment of the 

new tool; - 
FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of the tool of FIG. 

13 taken along section 14-14 of FIG. 13, as the tool 
appears in place on a crate or the like and secured for 
transit with the crate; 

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view of the tool of FIGS. 
13 and 14, the cross-section corresponding to that of 
FIG. 14, in which the tool has been placed on edge 
ready to sever the strapping; 
FIGS. 16, 17, 18 and 19 are views of a seventh em 

bodiment of the novel tool comprising a two-part body 
structure, the same being, respectively, a front view, a 
cross-sectional view of the tool disposed for transit, 
taken along section 17-17 of FIG. 16, a side eleva 
tional view of a portion of the tool, taken along section 
18-18 of FIG. 16, and a cross-sectional view corre 
sponding to that of FIG. 17 except that the tool is on 
edge ready to sever the strapping; 
FIGS. 20 and 21 depict an eighth embodiment of the 

new tool, FIG. 20 being a frontal view, and FIG. 21 
being a side elevational view taken along section 21-21 
of FIG. 20; 
FIGS. 22 and 23 are, respectively, frontal and side 

elevational views of a ninth embodiment of the new 
tool; 

FIG. 24 is a front view of a tenth embodiment of the 
novel tool; 
FIGS 25through 29 are views of an eleventh embodi 

ment of the inventive tool; 
FIG. 25 is a plan view; 
FIG. 26 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view, taken 

along section 26-26 of FIG. 25; 
FIG. 27 is a bottom view; 
FIG. 28 is an end view; and 
FIG. 29 is a cross-sectional view, taken along section 

29-29 of FIG. 27 of this eleventh embodiment of the 
tool; 
FIGS. 30 and 3 are illustrations of still further em 

bodiments of the new tool; 
FIG. 30 is an isometric view of a cutter head shown, 

together with projection lines therefor, with a handle 
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usable with the cutter head for manipulation thereof; 
and 
FIG. 31 is an isometric view of an alternate cutter 

head which also is manipulatable by the handle of FIG. 
30, 5 
As shown in FIG. 1, a shipping crate 10 has strapping 

12 thereabout and a tool 14, according to the inven 
tion, is in engagement with the strapping. The tool 14, 
as depicted in FIGS. 2 through 5, comprises a body 16 
having surfaces 18, 20, 22, and 24 which envelop the 10 
strapping 12. Surfaces 24 are defined by underslung 
tabs 26 integral with the body 16. The tabs 26, together 
with the upper surface of the body 16, secure the ends 
12' and 12' of the strapping 12 while also securing the 
tool 14 to the strapping and to the crate 10. The roots 15 
of the tabs 26 and the body portion thereat, are 
clinched at 27 to secure the ends 12' and 12' about the 
strapped crate 10. 
A severing edge 28 is defined at the termination of 

surface 18, the same extending diagonally relative to 20 
the axis of the strapping. The end of the body 16 which 
is opposite the edge 28 comprises a handle 30. The end 
of the handle is arcuately defined, to facilitate manipu 
lation thereof, and further has an access aperture 32 
formed therein and therethrough for engagement 25 
thereof with an accessory tool. 
As FIGS. 1 through 5 evidence, the banding of the 

strapping 12, through the cooperation of the surfaces 
18, 20, 22, and 24, even without the crimping or clinch 
ing 27, secure the tool 14 in position on the strapping 30 
12 and crate 10. Thus, even without the clinching 
thereof, to secure the ends 12' and 12', the tool 14 will 
travel with the crate, will not fall free from the crate, 
and is in ready position at all times for manipulation to 
sever the strapping. To sever the strapping 12, by 
means of the tool 14, it is only required to lift the han 
dle 30, i.e., pull the handle 30 outwardly from the 
strapping, to cause the edge 28 to cut into the strapping 
and form a severing slice therethrough. The further 
most extremity of edge 28 first moves into the strapping 
12; thereafter, the tautness of the strapping cooperates 
with the rest of the edge 28 to sever the strapping fully 
aCOSS, 

The strapping severing tool 14, as the FIGS. 1 
through 5 show, eliminates any requirement for provi 
sioning separate strapping securing "clips' of the like. 
The tool 14 itself, provided for travel with the crate 10, 
is also the means for both securing the strapping 12 in 
place about the crate, and for severing the strapping, 
upon the crate having reached its destination. The em 
bodiment of FIG. 6 is substantially identical to the first 
embodiment, except that instead of the single diagonal 
edge 28, two diagonal edges 28', which meet in a sharp 
point on the median of the strapping 12, are used. This 
embodiment of the tool severs the strapping 12 by first 
penetrating the strapping in the median area thereof, 
and forming a V-shaped incision therefrom. So also, 
the embodiment of FIG. 6 is clinched at 27, again, to 
secure the ends 12' and 12' (the latter of which is not 
shown) of the strapping 12. The embodiment of the 
strapping severing tool shown in FIG. 6 also, then, obvi 
ates any requirement for separate securing "clips;' in 
the one tool is embodied the means for securing the 
strapping 12 and the means for severing the strapping. 6S 
The tool depicted in FIGS. 7 and 8 employs a similar 

diagonal edge 36 which is formed in one side of a four 
sided aperture 38 in the tool body 40. The strapping is 
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4 
passed through the aperture 38 prior to the taut band 
ing thereof about the crate or box or whatever. The 
juncture 42 of the two sides of the aperture 38 serves 
as a fulcrum-pivot point about which the tool is rotated, 
as indicated in the dashed-line positioning in FIG. 7, to 
cause the furthermost extremity of the edge 36 to cut 
into the strapping 12. The FIGS. 9 and 10 embodiment 
of the novel tool 44 also uses a diagonal edge 46, and 
an axially-extending edge 48, for severing the strapping 
12. However, this embodiment has a right-angular 
cross-section at the working end with an upstanding rib 
50. The rib 50 serves to hold the tool 44 in place on the 
strapping 12, and further has a bearing surface 52 
about which the tool is rotated, again as indicated by 
the dashed-line positioning in FIG. 9, to cause the edge 
48 and the furthermost extremity of edge 46 to com 
mence the severing of the strapping 12. 
The tool 54 illustrated in FIGs. 11 and 12 has two 

spaced-apart apertures 56 and 58 formed therein 
through which the strapping 12 is threaded. A trans 
verse web 60, which separates the two apertures 56 and 
58, formed of the body 62, has a severing edge 64 
formed thereon. With withdrawal of the handle end 
(not shown) of the tool 54 from the strapping 12, the 
opposite extremity of the tool 54 bears upon the strap 
ping and the severing edge is urged into the strapping 
surface interfaced therewith. Thus, edge 64 parts the 
strapping. All of the embodiments described thus far 
comprise body and handle portions of strapping sever 
ing tools, the embodiments of FIGS. 1 through 6 fur 
ther comprising strapping securing means, which body 
and handle portions extend longitudinally in parallel 
with the strapping. The embodiments comprised by 
FIGS. 13 through 19 are tools which extend perpendic 
ularly from the strapping, albeit that they lie and travel 
in parallel with the strapping. These latter embodi 
ments lie flat with the crate or box or whatever, and are 
therefore non-obtrusive during shipment and handling. 
However, in use they are rotated 90° of arc, relative the 
axis normal thereto, to dispose them for severing ac 
tion, and the handles thereof depend at a right angle 
from the strapping. The tool 66, shown in FIGS. 13 
through 15 has a body 68 with a four-sided aperture 70 
formed therein, and a handle 72 extending therefrom 
at a right angle from the strapping 12. Opposite sides 
of the aperture 70 present severing edges 74 and 76. To 
use the tool 66 to sever the strapping, the tool is first 
turned onto a lateral edge thereof, and then the handle 
72 is raised from the crate, box, or whatever, to cause 
the edges 74 and 76 to intrude into the strapping 12. 
The embodiment of the invention, tool 78, depicted 

in FIGS. 16 through 19, is also used by turning the same 
onto a lateral edge thereof. However, this tool imparts 
a type of scissors-action to sever the strapping. Tool 78 
comprises a body 80 formed of two portions 82 and 84 
which are pivotally joined by a rivet 86. Each portion 
has a four-sided aperture 88 and 90, respectively, 
formed therein, and normally - i.e., with strapping in 
penetration of the body 80 - the apertures are in regis 
try. Each aperture 88 and 90 has a side which defines 
a severing edge 92 and 94, respectively, so that, as the 
handle 96 is moved away from the strapping - after 
the tool 78 has been turned on edge, as shown in FIG. 
19 - the edges 92 and 94 knife through the strappng 
12. 
The tool 98, shown in FIGS. 20 and 21, is formed 

from rod stock. It is configured in serpentine fashion to 



S 
define a first limb 100 which overlays the strapping 12 
and a second limb 102 which underlies the strapping, 
the two being joined by an axially-extending arm 104, 
the latter limb having a dog-leg-shaped handle. 106 con 
tiguous therewith; the handle surmounts the strapping 
12. Arm 104 is elevated from the normal plane of the 
strapping, and a first section 108 of the handle 106 rises 
from the same normal plane, so that the arm 104 will 
serve to keep the tool 98 in axial alignment and in posi 
tion with the strapping, and to enable the strapping 12 
to pass underneath the handle 106. Further, a 
perpendicularly-extending stub 110 projects from limb 
100 to cooperate with arm 104 to restrain the tool 98 
in position. The edge 112 of second limb 102 which is 
furthermost from handle 106 defines the cutting edge 
which severs the strapping 12 when the handle 106 is 
raised from the strapping. 
The novel strapping severing tool 114 illustrated in 

FIGS. 22 and 23 is also formed of rod stock. This much 
simpler embodiment, however, efficient for use with 
light strapping 12, comprises a diagonally-disposed 
limb. 116 in which is formed a slot 118 for receiving 
strapping therewithin. The limb 116 is contiguously 
joined with a dog-leg-shaped handle 120 which overlies 
the strapping 12. The underlying portion of the limb 
116 presents a severing edge 122 which, upon the han 
dle 120 being raised from the strapping 12, cuts into 
the strapping 12 and severs the same. 
Where the strapping involved is quite light, and it is 

not necessary to have the "purchase' afforded by the 
diagonally-disposed limb 116 of the embodiment of 
FIGS. 22 and 23, a simpler tool 124 having a limb 116 
which extends at a right angle from an axially 
extending handle 120', as shown in FIG. 24, is quite ad 
equate. Tool 124 features a same strapping accomodat 
ing slot 118 and cutting edge 122, and is used by raising 
the handle 120' away from the strapping 12 to effect a 
severance thereof. 
Tool 200, shown in FIGS. 25 through 29, comprises 

an elongated, substantially U-shaped cross-sectional 
body 202. Side, depending walls 204 contiguous with, 
and extending from a flat, planar-surfaced sheet 206, 
cooperate with said sheet to define a channel 208 
within which the strapping 12 is confined. A first aper 
ture 210 is formed in tool 200, at one end thereof, said 
aperture being defined by walls 204, and end web 212 
and an intermediate web 214. A side of web 214 fur 
thermost from web. 212 is V-shaped, said side having. 
defined thereon a pair of diverging/converging strap 
ping cutting edges 216. Edges 216 and and an end of 
sheet 206 cooperatively define a second aperture 218 
within body 202. As shown in FIGS. 25 and 26 only, the 
sides of the body 202 are clinched at 220 to clasp and 
secure together the ends 12' and 12' of the strapping 
12. Optionally, then, the tool 200 can be fixed for 
travel with the strapping 12 on the strapped crate, or 
so fixed for travel and, additionally, be deformed to 
also fasten the ends of the strapping securely about the 
Crate. 
Strapping 12 is confined within channel 208, passed 

through to lie upon surface A of web 24, and put 
through aperture 210 to lie upon surface B of web 212. 
Accordingly, when the end of the body 202 which is 
opposite from web 212, the same defining a handle 
222, is raised, edges 216 knife into the confined strap 
ping and sever same. In that the edges 216 are V 
formed, they have a "purchase' advantage; outermost 
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ends of the edges first slice into the strapping 12 and 
then finish the cut by meeting at the juncture of the 
edges 216 in the median of the tool 200. 
Tool 200 further has a longitudinally extending slot 

224 formed in the handle end of the body which gives 
this embodiment of the novel tool a particular versatil 
ity. After the tool 200 has been manipulated to sever 
the strapping 2 with which it is engaged, it comes free 
of the crate. Then the tool can be used to sever further 
strapping. This is done, simply, by enveloping the fur 
ther strapping with and within slot 224 and, by using 
the apertured end of the tool now as a handle, and ro 
tating the tool 200 about the further strapping - about 
the axis of the strapping - it will rip the same. With the 
use of tool 200, then, on a multi-strapped crate, the 
tool being engaged with but one of the several strands 
of strapping, the same tool can be used to sever all 
other strands of crate strapping. Thus, only one tool 
200 needs to be fixed to, for travel with, a crate. 
The depicted embodiment of tool 200 is formed by 

a stamping process which both cuts the apertures 210, 
218, and slot 224, and also depresses web 214 to cause 
the latter to be “underslung' so that the strapping may 
be disposed between webs 214 and 210 and lie linearly 
within channel 208. Clearly though, the manner of fab 
rication is one of choice; other methods - casting, or 
whatever - will suggest themselves to those skilled in 
the art from our teaching. In each and every embodi 
ment of the invention there is disclosed a tool having 
surfaces which engage opposite sides of the strapping 
12. The surfaces, in each and every depiction, are re 
sponsive to the engagement thereof with the strapping 
to cause the tool to assume a planar position parallel 
with the strapping and non-obtrusive from the crate or 
packing box. Each embodiment, also, by simple manip 
ulation of the handle thereof, causes a severing of the 
strapping. Further, the embodiments comprised by 
FIGS. 1 through 6 teach tools which both provision 
means for securing the ends 12' and 12' of the strap 
ping 12 in position about the crate, box, or whatever, 
in being clinched at 27, and means for severing the 
strapping 12 upon the crate having reached its destina 
tion. Tool 200, as shown in FIGS. 25 and 26, also pro 
vides for a clasping of the strapping ends 12' and 12', 
at 220, to secure the strapping to the crate. It is pro 
posed that the inventive tool, in each of the several em 
bodiments, be disposable. That is, the tool is simple and 
economical of manufacture, and in having features 
which enable its travel with the strapping and crate, in 
vites its one-time use and discarding. Of course, even 
following use, the tool can be salvaged and put to use 
again, being banded onto another crate for shipment 
therewith. The options of one-time use or repeated use 
are matters which address themselves to the economics 
of the situations in which the tools are to be employed. 
Some of the embodiments of the invention, i.e., the 

embodiments of FIGS. 1 through 5, and of FIGS. 7 and 
8, for instacne, require emplacement of the tool on the 
crate or packing box at the time of strapping of the 
crate or box, and will be of more interest to industrial 
users therefor. Yet, embodiments such as those de 
picted in FIGS. 22 through 24, for instance, can be ad 
dressed to the strapping to sever the same without hav 
ing to have travelled with the crate - even though the 
same are configured to accommodate such travel. Such 
latter embodiments, then, will be of interest to shop 
keepers and householders. Such embodiments can be 
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retained in the shop or home, ready for use to open any 
strapping-banded embodiment. 
The tool 200 depicted in FIGS. 25 through 29 serves 

both facile uses. That is, tool 200 is configured for 
banding to and with the crate for shipment therewith, 
and yet, in having the strapping cutting slot 224 formed 
therein, can be maintained for use independent of ship 
ment to cut strapping. It can be appreciated that strap 
ping-banded crates having our novel strapping severing 
tool carried therewith will be received in given environ 
ments which will dictate that the recipients of the 
crates, who also must open same, may have to wear 
heavy work gloves or the like. This being a likely cir 
cumstance, some difficulty may be encountered by the 
crate-receiving personnel in attempting to interpose a 
gloved finger between the strapping band and the end, 
the handle end, of the novel strapping severing tool re 
strained thereagainst. For this reason, our tool, in at 
least one embodiment, contemplates the forming of a 
"starter' tab thereon. As shown to advantage, in FIGS. 
25-27, is such a "starter' tab. 226, the same being 
formed in the end of the tool 200 whereat the handle 
222 is disposed. Tab 226 comprises a minor, terminal 
portion of sheet 206 which has been displaced from the 
normal plane of sheet 206 to lie on a plane thereabove 
(as viewed in FIG. 26). In this embodiment, which is 
only exemplary, tab. 226 is formed by a stamping pro 
cess. It will be clear to those skilled in the art to which 
the invention pertains that “starter' tabs of other form 
ing and configurations can be provisioned, taking 
teaching from our disclosure. For instance, the termi 
nal portion of sheet 206 can be bent to cause same to 
present an access elevation thereof above an underly 
ing strapping band. Also, optionally, a separate tab of 
metal can be fixed to the terminal portion of sheet 206, 
and thereupon, such separate tab being arranged to ex 
tend beyond the terminal end of sheet 206. These and 
other embodiments of such "starter' tabs, as will occur 
to those skilled in this art, are comprised by the spirit 
of our invention. 

Starter tab. 226 readily accepts a gloved finger (or 
fingers) therebelow, and allows personnel to com 
mence elevation of handle 222 so that severing of the 
strapping band can be accomplished. In fact, where the 
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tool 200, with the starter tab. 226 formed thereon, lies 45 
horizontally along a strapping band on a top of a crate, 
a worker can mount the crate and, by addressing the 
toe of his boot or work-shoe to the starter tab. 226, 
quickly "kick' the tool 200 up and away from the crate 
- rapidly severing the strapping band in the process. 
An especially inexpensive embodiment of the tool is 

depicted in FIG. 30, the same comprising a cutter-head 
250 and a cooperating handle 252 therefor. Cutter 
head 250 comprises a web 254 having a cutting edge 
256 formed thereon, and parallel, upstanding walls 258 
at either sides of the web 254. Terminal edges of the 
walls are turned in upon themselves to define a track 
way 260 for receiving the strapping. In use, the cutter 
head 250 is slid onto an end of the strapping before the 
strapping is made taut about the crate; accordingly, the 
cutter-head travels with the strapped crate. It is con 
templated that each of several straps secured about a 
crate will have a cutter-head 250 “threadedly' engaged 
there with. One of the cutter-heads, however, will also 
have the handle 252 slid into the trackway 260; one 
end of the handle 252 is forced into the trackway 260, 
between the strapping and the in-turned ends of walls 
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258, the end being held frictionally thereat. A crate so 
prepared, then, carries one handle 252 which is used to 
lift each of the cutter-heads 250 on the several straps. 
As indicated by the projection lines in the FIG. 30, the 
cutter-head 250 and handle 252 operate most effi 
ciently and quickly, to sever the strapping, if one end 
of the handle is set into the trackway end which is most 
adjacent to the cutting edge 256. 
An alternate cutter-head embodiment is shown in 

FIG. 31. This embodiment is substantially identical to 
the working end of the tool 200 (FIGS. 25-29). It has 
depending walls 204 and the same apertures 210 and 
218 with an intermediate web 214, and an end web 
212. Web 214 carries the cutting edges 216 thereon. 
Again, cutter-head 262, this FIG. 31 embodiment, is 
carried with the crate strapping in the same manner as 
tool 200. Also, as with the cutter-head 250, it is manip 
ulated by the handle 252 - the handle being addressed 
thereto by directing an end of the handle toward the 
cutting edges. By simply inserting the handle end and 
lifting, the cutting edges 216 (and 256, FIG. 30) sever 
the strapping. 
We claim: 
1. A tool, for severing extended strapping, compris 

Ing: 
first means defining a tool body; and 
second means defining a tool handle for manipula 

tion of said tool; 
one of said first and second means having at least one 
strapping severing edge formed thereon, character 
ized in that 

said body has surfaces for engaging opposite sides of 
strapping which surfaces, in response to an engage 
ment thereof with strapping, cause said tool to as 
sume a planar position parallel with such engaged 
strapping, facilitate a travel of said tool with such 
engaged strapping, at least upon the latter being se 
cured about a crate or the like, and cooperate with 
a taut disposition of such engaged strapping, upon 
said tool handle being manipulated to urge said one 
edge into a surface of such engaged strapping, to 
cause said one edge to sever said engaged strap 
ping; wherein 

said one edge is formed on said body within a first 
portion of said body which comprises a half length 
of said body; 

said handle is defined by a second portion of said 
body which comprises another half length of said 
body; and 

said first portion of said body has a pair of apertures 
formed therein and therethrough, and a web ex 
tending transverse of said tool axis which separates 
said apertures one from the other; and 

said one strapping severing edge is formed of a side 
of said web. 

2. A tool, according to claim 1, wherein: 
said one edge lies transverse to the longitudinal axis 
of said body. 

3. A tool, according to claim 1 wherein: 
said one edge lies diagonal to the longitudinal axis of 

said body. 
4. A tool, according to claim wherein: 
said first portion of said body defines at least one 

right-angular cross-section thereat and axially 
therealong, having a first section for effecting an 
interface with one side of strapping, and a second 
section extending perpendicularly from said first 
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section for effecting an interface with one edge of 
strapping; and 

said second section defines a bearing surface cooper 
ative with said strapping engaging surfaces to retain 
said second section in engagement with said one 
edge of strapping, upon strapping being in engage 
ment with said engaging surfaces and said handle 
being moved relative to such engaged strapping. 

5. A tool, according to claim 1, wherein: 
said body, said strapping engaging surfaces, and said 
handle comprise a single, unitized, inseparable 
one-piece article of manufacture. 

6. A tool, for severing extended strapping, compris 
ing: 

first means defining a tool body; and 
second means defining a tool handle for manipula 

tion of said tool; 
one of said first and second means having at least one 

strapping severing edge formed thereon, character 
ized in that 

said body has surfaces for engaging opposite sides of 
strapping which surfaces, in response to an engage 
ment thereof with strapping, cause said tool to as 
sume a planar position parallel with such engaged 
strapping, facilitate a travel of said tool with such 
engaged strapping, at least upon the latter being se 
cured about a crate or the like, and cooperate with 
a taut disposition of such engaged strapping, upon 
said tool handle being manipulated to urge said one 
edge into a surface of such engaged strapping, to 
cause said one edge to sever said engaged strap 
ping; wherein 

said strapping engaging surfaces are further effective, 
upon the same being clinched at given locations 
thereon, for constraining together, against relative 
axial movement therebetween, juxtaposed portions 
of ends of strapping disposed in engagement with 
said tool. 

7. A tool, for severing extended strapping, compris 
1ng: 

first means defining a tool body; and 
second means defining a tool handle for manipula 

tion of said tool; 
one of said first and second means having at least one 
strapping severing edge formed thereon, character 
ized in that 

said body has surfaces for engaging opposite sides of 
strapping which surfaces, in response to an engage 
ment thereof with strapping, cause said tool to as 
sume a planar. position parallel with such engaged 
strapping, facilitate a travel of said tool with such 
engaged strapping, at least upon the latter being se 
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10 
cured about a crate or the like, and cooperate with 
a taut disposition of such engaged strapping, upon 
said handle being manipulated to urge said one 
edge into a surface of such engaged strapping, to 
cause said one edge to sever said engaged strap 
ping; wherein 

said one edge is formed on said body within a first 
portion of said body which comprises a half length 
of said body; 

said handle is defined by a second portion of said 
body which comprises another half length of said 
body; and 

said strapping engaging surfaces comprise clasp 
means deformable for constraining together, 
against relative movement therebetween, juxta 
posed portions of ends of strapping disposed in en 
gagement with said tool. 

8. A tool, according to claim 1, wherein: 
said one strapping severing edge lies transverse of 

said tool axis. 
9. A tool, according to claim 1, wherein: 
said side of said web is of diverging/converging con 

figuration, relative to the axis of said tool, having 
first and second sections which are angularly dis 
posed one to the other; 

said one strapping severing edge is formed of one of 
said first and second sections; and furthr including 

a second strapping severing edge formed of the other 
of said first and second sections. 

10. A tool, according to claim 9, wherein: 
said body comprises a flat, planar-surfaced sheet dis 
posed in a first plane; 

said web is disposed in a second plane spaced from 
said first plane; and 

said web and said sheet cooperatively define an axial 
ly-extending, unobstructed, throughgoing passage 
way therebetween. 

11. A tool, according to claim 1, further including: 
a slot formed in said handle, for engagement with and 
rupture of strapping, upon said first portion of said 
body being used as a handle. 

12. A tool, according to claim 10, further including: 
an axially-extending slot formed in said handle, for 
use as strapping engagement and rupture means 
upon said first portion of said body being used as 
a handle and said slot being placed in engagement 
with strapping and said first portion of said body 
being rotated about such engaged strapping; and 

means defined in said second portion of said body for 
disposing a tab-like portion of said body in a third 
plane spaced from said first and second planes. 
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