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DisPERSEs 
Applieata fled Jauary a, usas. Seria esssor. 

This invention relates to a drinking cup 
dispenser and the principal object of my in 
vention is to provide a container having on 
the inner face thereof a plurality of retain 
sing members, the upper portion of each be 
ing provided with a contacting face corre 
sponding in curvature to the curvature of the 
under face of the lips of the cups to be dis 

therefrom. 
10 A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a container having on the inner face 
thereof a plurality of retaining members, the 
upper portion of each being provided with a 
contacting face co Inding in curvature 

15 to the curvature of the under face of the lips 
of the cups to be dispensed therefrom and 
the remaining portion of the contacting face 
of each retaining member being serrated. 

. A further object of my invention isto pro 
20 vide a container having on the inner face 

thereof a plurality of retaining members so 
formed that their upper portions act as a base. 
on which the lip of the lowermost of a plu 
rality of nestled cups will normally rest, 
while the remaining portions of the respec 
tive contacting faces will act as a segregating 
means should the second lowermost cup 
pulled past the base on which it should have 
normally rested after the lowermost cup had 

30 been withdrawn. . . . 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view as will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention consists of thenovel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
co-operating elements as hereinafter more 
specifically set forth, claimed and shown in 
the accompanying drawings forming a part 
of the present application, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a portion of a 
container, illustrating the preferred embodi 
ment of my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view to Fig. 1, showing 
the second lowermost cup as having been 
drawn down with the lowermost cup past the 
normal retaining base while the third lower 
most cup is being supported on the normal 
retaining base and having been arrested by 
? serrated portions of the retaining mem 

60 0ES ? 

Fig. 3 is a similar view to Fig.1 showing a 
modified form of the retaining ?? 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of 
one of the retaining members. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts throughout the different 

WS 
In the dispensing of drinking it is 

desirous to provide a device which bein 
???? yet efficient i dis pensing of only one cup at a time. a 
ciate that there are devices 
today which embody a structure which will 
dispense only one cup at time, but the appa 
ratus, forming such devices is expensive to 
manufacture, cumbersome in operation and 
constantly requires repair or adjustment to 
the various moving parts. 
In the construction disclosed in this appli 

cation, I provide a cup di which can 
be manufactured at a most reasonable cost, 
will provide most efficient service in the prop 
er dispensing of cups one at a time and his 
no moving parts to adjust or repair. 
4 represents a container which may be of 

any desired shape convenient for ????????i be plurality of drinking cupsin uprightn 
position. In spaced relationship around the 
inner contour of the container 4 and adjacent 
the discharge end thereof, I provide a plu 
rality of retaining members 5. In the pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention, these re 
taining members are separately formed and 
their body portion 6 riveted, brazed, welded 
or otherwise fixedly connected to the inner 
contour of the container 4. In the modified 
form shown in Fig. 3, these retaining mem 
bers are provided by stamping tongues 5 
from the material forming the side walls of 
the container 4, which tongues are bent in 
wardly and formed in corresponding shape . 
to the free ends of the retaining members 5. 
The free ends of the retaining me 
are formed inwardly of and down 
from the upper end of the body portions 6 as 
clearly shown in Fig. 4. . - 
The adjoining portion of each of the free 

ends 7 is provided with an outer face 8, hav 
ing a curvature of co ding relation 
ship to the curvature of the under face of 

members 5 

  



O 

s 

the lip 9 of the cup 10. When a plurality of 
cups are in the container 4, the under side 
of the lip of the lowermost cup will normally 
rest on the retaining base provided by the 
faces 8 in full contact therewith. 
The remaining portion of each of the con 

tacting faces of the free ends 7 is provided 
with a plurality of transverse serrations as at 
11. These serrations extend down a greater distance from the top of the respective body 
portions 6 than the distance between the lips 
of the cups when in normal nestled forma 
tion. The purpose ?? 
Fig. 2. In this illustration, 10 is the lower 
most cup which is being pulled down to be 
removed. 10 is the second lowermost cup 
which had become stuck to the lowermost cup 

of this is illustrated in 

and has been pulled over the normal retaining 
base formed by the faces 8 on which it shoul?? 
have rested after the lowermost cup 10 was 
pulled down, While passing over the plural 
ity of serrations, the cup 10 will be loosened 
from its stuck relationship to the lowermost 
cup 10 and will be arrested, thus permitting . 
the lowermost cup 10 to be withdrawn freely 
from the remaining cups in the container. 
In view of the spacing between the lowermost 
serrations and the tops of their respective re 
taining members, the weight of the remain 
ing cups in the container will be taken up by 
the lip of the third lowermost cup 10 coming 
in contact with the base formed by the faces 
8 and thus the second lowermost cup 10 will 
be relieved from the additional weight of the 
remaining cups which will facilitate the ac 
tion of the serrations as at 11. The same de 
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tour of the lips of the cups to be used in said 
container and the cup contacting face of each 
retainer member being serrated, said serrated 
faces extending down a greater distance from 
said resting base than the distance between 
the consecutive lips of a plurality of cups in 
normal nestled formation. 

3. A cup dispenser composed of a contain 
er; a plurality of retainer members of rigid 
formation carried in spaced relationship 
around the inner contour of said container 
and adjacent the discharge end thereof; the 
cup contacting faces of each of said retainer 
members being so formed at their upper end 
as to provide a resting base on which a plu 
rality of cups in nested formation may be 
supported by the under contour of the li 
of the lowermost cup fully contacting wik 
said respective faces and each of said retainer 
members having a serrated face below said 
base for separating and arresting cups acci 
dentally pulled from said faces when the 
lowermost cup is being withdrawn. 4. A cup dispenser comprising a container, 
a plurality of rigid retainer members carried 
in spacedrelationship around the inner sur 
face of said container adjacent the discharge 
end thereof, the upper portion of each of said 
retainer members providing a resting base 
for the cups, the said members being pro vided withinwardly projecting portions con 
toured to fit the outer.surfaces of the lips of the cups to be dispensed. 

In testimony whereof, affix my signature. 
HAROLD A. MILLER. 

sirable action is obtained by the tongues 5' 
disclosed in Fig. 3. . - 
The foregoing specification and annexed 

drawings disclose the preferred embodiment 
of my inventidh, but it is to be understood 
that minor hanges may be resorted to in the 
commercial adaptation of my invention with 
out departing from the scope of the invention. 
as hereinafter claimed. 
What I claim as new is: 

- 1. A cup dispenser composed of a contain 
er; a plurality of retainer members of E. 

ip formation carried in spaced relationshi 
around the inner contour of said container 
and adjacent the discharge end thereof; the 
upper portion of each of said retainer mem 
bers providing a ? base, the contacting 
faces thereof corresponding to the under con 
tour of the lips of the cups to be used in said 
container and the cup contacting face of each. 
retainer member being serrated. 

3. A cup dispen 
. er; a plurality of retainer members of rigid 
formation carried in 
around the inner contour of said container 

ser composed of a contain 
spaced relationship 

and adjacent the discharge end thereof; the 
upper portion of each of said retainer mem 
bers providing a resting base, the contacting 
faces thereof corresponding to the under con 
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