NL B1 2016632

Octrooicentrum ® 2016632

Nederland

(1 B1 OCTROOI

@ Aanvraagnummer: 2016632 Int. Cl.:
A01G 9/10 (2016.01) A01G 9/08 (2016.01)
() Aanvraag ingediend: 18/04/2016

Aanvraag ingeschreven: (3 Octrooihouder(s):
07/11/2017 Crea-Tech International B.V. te De Kwakel.

Aanvraag gepubliceerd:
- @ Uitvinder(s):
Paulus Maria van der Laan te De Kwakel.
Octrooi verleend:

07/11/2017
Gemachtigde:
Octrooischrift uitgegeven: ir. C.M. Jansen c.s. te Den Haag.
2711112017

Extendable plant tray assembly.

@ Extendable plant tray assembly comprising a plurality of plant holders in a grid structure, wherein in a first direction
said plant holders are movably connected through an extension system arranged to move said assembly between
a retracted position and an extended position, the assembly including at least one grid structure element
comprising a central rib in a second direction transverse to said first direction, wherein a plurality of plant holders is
mounted to said rib.

Dit octrooi is verleend ongeacht het bijgevoegde resultaat van het onderzoek naar de stand van de
techniek en schriftelijke opinie. Het octrooischrift komt overeen met de oorspronkelijk ingediende
stukken.
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Title: Extendable plant tray assembly

The invention relates to an extendable plant tray assembly for
growing plants.

Plants are being grown from seeds or cuttings in containers or pots
which are placed in rows on a plant tray, for example on a growing table.
These pots are initially closely spaced in order to maximize the number of
pots on a given surface. When the plants grow bigger, they need to be
spaced-apart to provide the adequate space, light and air to the plants. In a
common method for spacing apart growing plants on a tray, one plant out of
two adjacent plants 1s picked out in every row, and placed on a second tray.
This can be done manually or mechanically. In both cases, it is a time-
consuming job, during which the growing plants run the risk of being
damaged due to the handling, lifting and/or moving of the plants.

US 5,664,370 discloses a plant growing tray for the initial growing
of roots and starter plants comprising a plurality of rows of tray
compartments and a foldable portion formed between two adjacent rows
connecting the plurality of rows to form a single piece of tray. Even if such a
plant growing tray may facilitate the spacing apart of growing plants in one
direction, the plants remain too closely spaced in a second direction
transverse to the folding out of the foldable connecting portions. Therefore,
one plant out of two adjacent plants still has to be picked out in this second
direction, manually or mechanically.

In GB 1,160,390 an apparatus for shifting potted plants in
gardening nurseries 1s disclosed. The apparatus comprises a plurality of
plant holders, which are movably connected to one another by extension
arms, wherein the spacing between said holders 1s variable in two
directions. Apart from its rather complicated structure, the disclosed
apparatus suffers from the disadvantage that the surface needed for the

extended apparatus more than doubles or even nearly triples compared to
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the original surface of the non-extended apparatus, which is unnecessary for
an adequate growing space of the plants. The use of this apparatus therefore
results 1n an non-optimized use of the surface for growing plants.

It 1s an aim of the present invention to solve or alleviate one or
more of the above-mentioned problems. Particularly, the invention aims at
providing a more efficient extendable plant tray assembly, which allows an
optimization of plant spacing and surface use. It is also an aim of the
invention to provide a plant tray assembly which reduces the time needed
for the spacing apart of plants. It 1s a further object of the invention to
provide an assembly which is relatively easy to construct.

To this aim, there is provided an extendable plant tray assembly
characterized by the features of claim 1. In particular, the invention
provides an extendable plant tray assembly comprising a plurality of plant
holders in a grid structure, wherein, in a first direction, said plant holders
are movably connected through an extension system arranged to move said
plant tray assembly between a retracted position and an extended position,
the assembly including at least one grid structure element comprising a
central rib 1n a second direction transverse to said first direction, wherein a
plurality of plant holders 1s mounted to said rib in a staggered manner,
alternating a plant holder with a plant holder receiving space. This
inventive grid structure element with plant holders mounted in a staggered
manner leads to an extendable plant tray assembly, in which extension of
the assembly in only one direction results in a spacing apart of plant holders
in two transverse directions, thus reducing substantially the time needed for
this spacing apart. An additional advantage is that a width of said assembly
measured in said second direction, transverse to said first direction of
extension, does not change between said retracted and said extended
position, which optimizes plant spacing and surface use. At the same time, a
more complicated two dimensional extension system is avoided, leading to

an assembly which is relatively easy to construct.
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In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a distance between
diagonally adjacent plant holders can remain unchanged between said
retracted position and said extended position of said assembly. Experience
in plant growing has shown that the distance between diagonally adjacent
plants need not necessarily be increased when plants are growing bigger.
Therefore, by keeping said distance constant between a retracted and an
extended position of the assembly, and by increasing only a distance
between laterally adjacent plant holders, the total surface covered by the
assembly can maximally double, resulting in an optimization of the plant
spacing and the surface use for growing plants.

In a more preferred embodiment, the plant tray assembly can
include at least one grid structure end element, arranged to be located at an
end position of said assembly in said first direction, comprising a central rib
in said second direction, wherein plant holders are only mounted to a single
side of said rib, alternating a plant holder with a plant holder receiving
space. In this way, protruding plant holders at a border of the plant tray
assembly can be avoided, which optimizes the surface use for plant growing.

It 1s still more preferred that the plant tray assembly includes two
grid structure end elements, in between which at least one grid structure
element is located. Such an assembly can have a substantially rectangular
shape 1n 1its retracted position with a maximal number of plant holders
filling the substantially rectangular surface area.

Said extension system may advantageously comprise a slidable
extension system, leading to a relatively solid and compact extension
system, and to a relatively easy to operate plant tray assembly.
Alternatively, the extension system may comprise a foldable extension
system, comprising for example a single or a double structure which can be
folded in zigzag like a yardstick. Another extremely simple alternative

extension system may comprise pieces of cord connecting said plant holders.
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Another example may be an extension system comprising a ratchet which
may facilitate extension to the predetermined extended position.

More advantageously, said slidable extension system can comprise
at least one telescopically extendable rod connecting at least two grid
structure elements or connecting a grid structure end element to at least
one grid structure element. When providing a telescopically extendable rod
connection, the plant holder tray can be handled as a whole without losing
the interconnection between the grid structure elements. The telescopically
extendable connection may also provide for strength in the vertical direction
of the plant holder tray, such that the plant holder tray may be lifted and/or
handled both in retracted and in extended condition. The telescopically
extendible connection typically may comprise an end piece, an intermediate
piece and a telescopic rail, which may provide for strength and/or stiffness
also in vertical direction. Alternatively, the slidable extension system may
comprise a pin sliding in a slit, or other (sliding) extension systems known
to the person skilled in the art. A pin and slit connection may be integrated
to the plant holder elements, which may result in less components and/or
may provide for a more simpler design.

A size of said plant holder receiving space can preferably
correspond to a size of an adjacent plant holder, resulting in an optimal use
of space.

Said plant holder may advantageously include a bottom surface, in
which case a plant pot can be supported by said bottom surface, providing a
plant tray assembly which can be used independently of any other support
surface. Alternatively, said plant holder may not include a bottom surface,
and the plant tray assembly may be used on a supporting surface, for
example on a table, on a transport cart, or on the ground, or without any

supporting surface with plants pot hanging in the plant holders.
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It may also be preferred that said plant holder 1s a plant pot. In
this way, plants may be planted directly into a plant pot of said plant tray
assembly without the need for repotting or for an extra pot.

In an advantageous embodiment of the invention, said grid
structure element and/or said grid structure end element are modular
elements, to which a desired number of plant holders is mountable. In this
way, a size of such a plant tray assembly can easily be adapted to, and
optimized for, the available surface for growing plants.

An aspect of the invention provides a grid structure element for a
plant tray assembly, characterized by the features of claim 11. The grid
structure element can provide one ore more of the above-mentioned
advantages.

Another aspect of the invention provides a grid structure end
element for a plant tray assembly, characterized by the features of claim 12.
The grid structure end element can provide one ore more of the above-
mentioned advantages.

Further advantageous embodiments are represented in the

subclaims.

The present invention will be further elucidated with reference to
figures of exemplary embodiments. Corresponding elements are designated

with corresponding reference signs.

Figure 1 shows a perspective view on an exemplary embodiment of
the invention in a retracted position;

Figure 2 shows a perspective view on the embodiment of Figure 1
1n an extended position;

Figures 3a, 3b and 3c show schematic representations of
alternative grid structure elements of an extendable plant tray assembly

according to the invention; and
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Figures 4a, 4b show schematic representations of an exemplary
embodiment of an extendable plant tray assembly according to the invention
in a retracted position (Fig. 4a) and 1n an extended position (Fig. 4b).

Figures 4c shows an embodiment of the grid structure element
with an extension system.

It is noted that the figures are only schematic representations of
embodiments of the invention that are given by way of non-limiting
example. In the figures, the same or corresponding parts are designated
with the same reference numerals.

Figure 1 shows a perspective view on an exemplary and preferred
embodiment of the invention in a retracted position. The extendable plant
tray 100 of Figure 1 comprises a plurality of plant holders 1 in a grid
structure, more specifically in this example 24 plant holders in a grid
structure of four plant holders by six plant holders. In this embodiment, the
plant holders 1 have a square shape, but they can also have a different
shape, for example a circular (see for example Figures 3b and 3c),
rectangular or octagonal (see for example Figure 3a) shape, or any other
possible shape. The plant holders 1 are arranged to receive and hold plants,
particularly plants in a plant pot. The plant holders 1 may for example be
configured such that a plant pot is clipped onto a side wall 2 of a plant
holder 1, or they may be configured such that a plant pot 1s squeezed
between side walls 2 of a plant holder 1. In another embodiment, said plant
holder 1 may include a bottom surface. In that case, a plant pot may be put
onto, and be supported by the bottom surface only. Side walls 2 and/or a
bottom surface of a plant holder 1 may comprise openings, for example to
1mprove ventilation of the plant and/or to facilitate draining of water for
plants. In still another embodiment, said plant holder may constitute a
plant pot in itself. The plant holders 1 can for example be made of plastic, in
particular of e.g. polypropylene or similar plastic material, or of any other

suitable material. A characterizing length, 1.e. a diameter of a circle or a
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side of a square, of such a plant holder 1 may for example be in a range of 3 -
20 c¢cm, more preferably of 8 - 10 cm, and may be chosen/adapted in function
of the plant to be grown. A thickness of a side wall 2 of a plant holder 1 may
for example be 1n the range of 0.1 - 2 cm, for example approximately 0.5 cm.
In a preferred embodiment, the size of the entire plant tray assembly 100
may also be chosen or adapted in function of the surface on which 1t will be
used, for example corresponding to the size of a transport cart on which
plants will later on be transported, for example in a lorry, in order for a
transport cart to carry for example two plant tray assemblies in an extended
position. Such a preferred size of an entire plant tray assembly 100 may for
example be 50 cm measured along said first direction A, in an embodiment
about 52 cm, by 35 cm measured along said second direction B, in an
embodiment about 32 cm, 1n a retracted position and 50 cm by 70 ¢cm 1n an
extended position, in said embodiment about 64 cm, for a six by four plant
holders plant tray assembly as in the embodiment of Figures 1 and 2. Any
other size 1s of course possible as well.

In a first direction, indicated by a double arrow A, said plant
holders 1 are movably connected through an extension system 8 arranged to
move said assembly between a retracted position, shown in Figure 1, and an
extended position, as shown in Figure 2. The extension system in itself will
be described in more detail further on.

Figure 2 shows a perspective view on the embodiment of Figure 1
in an extended position. The plant tray assembly according to the invention
includes at least one grid structure element 3 comprising a central rib 4 in a
second direction B transverse to said first direction A. In an inventive way,
a plurality of plant holders 1 1s mounted to said rib 4 in a staggered manner,
alternating a plant holder 1 with a plant holder receiving space 5. Figures
3a, 3b and 3c also show schematic representations of such grid structure
elements 3 for alternative embodiments of the invention, also alternating a

plant holder 1 with a plant holder receiving space 5. In the example of
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Figure 2, a size of said plant holder receiving space 5 corresponds to a size of
an adjacent plant holder 1. As all plant holders 1 in this example have the
same shape and size, also all plant holder receiving spaces 5 have the same
shape and size, which need not necessarily be the case, as can for example
be seen in Figure 3b, where a plant holder receiving space 5 has a different
shape and size than a plant holder 1. As in the exemplary embodiment of
Figures 1 and 2, the plant tray assembly may also include at least one grid
structure end element 6, arranged to be located at an end position of said
assembly in said first direction A, comprising a central rib 7 in said second
direction B, wherein plant holders 1 are only mounted to a single side of
said rib 7, alternating a plant holder 1 with a plant holder receiving space 5.
The plant tray assembly may for example include two grid structure end
elements 6, in between which at least one grid structure element 3 1s
located, or as for example in the Figures 1 and 2, in between which three
grid structure elements 3 are located. The plant holders 1 may be fixedly
connected to a central rib 4, 7 of a grid structure element 3 or a grid
structure end element 6 respectively. Alternatively, said grid structure
element 3 and/or said grid structure end element 6 may be modular
elements, to which a desired number of plant holders 1 1s mountable.
Modular grid structure elements may be extra advantageous in combination
with plant holders 1 constituting a plant pot in itself, which may be
detachably connected to, for example clipped onto, a central rib 4, 7 of a grid
structure element 3 or a grid structure end element 6, so that a plant can
remain in the same pot from the beginning until sale. The central rib 4, 7 of
such a modular grid structure element 3 or grid structure end element 6
may also be modular in itself, comprising pieces which are for example
connectable through sliding joints or any other known connection method.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, which 1s not shown in
Figure 2, a plant tray assembly may be extended in such a way that a

distance between diagonally adjacent plant holders remains unchanged
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between a retracted position and an extended position of said assembly,
resulting in a doubling of the surface needed for the plant tray assembly in
an extended position compared to its retracted position. It should be
understood that diagonally adjacent plant holders are plant holders only
touching at a corner of a plant holder in case the plant holders were square
plant holders. When extending the assembly, a different plant holder will
take the place of the diagonally adjacent plant holder, but the distance 1s
measured between the same places of diagonally adjacent plant holders, not
between the same plant holders. The extension in Figure 2 is an over-
extension compared to the above-described preferred embodiment. Figures
4a and 4b show another embodiment the plant tray assembly 100 in
retracted position and extended position respectively. The plant tray
assembly 100 comprises a plurality of plant holders 1. In figures 4a and 4b,
some of the plant holders 1 are provided with a plant pot 12. Similar to the
embodiment explained in relation to figure 1 and figure 2, the plant tray
assembly 100 can be extended in direction A to increase the distance
between the individual plant holders 1, and thus between the plants in the
plant pots 12. Here too, the distance between diagonally adjacent plant
holders 1 remains unchanged between a retracted position and an extended
position of the assembly 100. Figure 4c shows a grid structure element 8,
similar to the one shown in figure 2 and that can be used in the tray
assembly 100 of figures 4a and 4b.

In the exemplary embodiment of Figure 2, the extension system 8,
movably connecting said plant holders 1 and arranged to move said
assembly between a retracted position and an extended position, is a
slidable extension system 8, comprising at least one telescopically
extendable rod 9, bar or rail, for example four such rods 9, connecting at
least two grid structure elements 3 or connecting a grid structure end
element 6 to at least one grid structure element 3. In the case of Figure 2, a

holding part 10 of said extension rod 9 is fixedly connected to two adjacent
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grid structure elements 3, in particular to a side wall 2 of a plant holder 1 of
such a grid structure element 3, whereas a sliding part 11 of said extension
rod 9 is fixedly connected to a grid structure end element 6, for example to a
side wall 2 of a plant holder 1 of such a grid structure element 3. The size of
the plant tray assembly, its weight and the desired degree of solidity and
ease of use may determine the number of extendable rods 9 to be
implemented into the extension system. The extension system can be
operated manually, for example by pulling out a grid structure end element
6, or can also easily be automated, as will be clear to the person skilled in
the art. The extension system 8 of the grid structure element 3 in figure 4c
1s a similar system using a telescopically extendible rod. However, many
variants are possible. Instead of a telescopic system a pin in a slit system
may be used, or a ratchet system may be used that may allow for easy
extension to a predetermined distance in the retracted position.
Alternatively, a pin in hole system may be used, or a pinion on a rack
system may be used. The systems can be operated manually and/or
automated, e.g. by electrical and/or hydraulic and/or pneumatic and/or
mechanical actuation devices.

For the purpose of clarity and a concise description, features are
described herein as part of the same or separate embodiments, however, 1t
will be appreciated that the scope of the invention may include
embodiments having combinations of all or some of the features described.
It may be understood that the embodiments shown have the same or similar
components, apart from where they are described as being different.

In the claims, any reference signs placed between parentheses
shall not be construed as limiting the claim. The word ‘comprising’ does not
exclude the presence of other features or steps than those listed in a claim.
Furthermore, the words ‘a’ and ‘an’ shall not be construed as limited to ‘only
one’, but instead are used to mean ‘at least one’, and do not exclude a

plurality. The mere fact that certain measures are recited in mutually
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different claims does not indicate that a combination of these measures
cannot be used to an advantage. Many variants will be apparent to the
person skilled in the art. All variants are understood to be comprised within

the scope of the invention defined in the following claims.
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Conclusies

1. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel omvattende meerdere
planthouders (1) in een roosterstructuur, waarbij genoemde planthouders
(1) 1n een eerste richting (A) beweegbaar verbonden zijn door een
uittreksysteem (8) ingericht om genoemd samenstel te bewegen tussen een
ingetrokken positie en een uitgetrokken positie, waarbij het samenstel ten
minste één roosterstructuurelement (3) omvat dat een centrale rib (4) omvat
in een tweede richting (B) die transversaal op genoemde eerste richting (A)
1s, waarbi) meerdere planthouders (1) in zigzag zijn gemonteerd op
genoemde rib (4), waarbij een planthouder (1) alterneert met een

planthouder ontvangende ruimte (5).

2. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens conclusie 1, waarbij een
afstand tussen diagonaal aangrenzende planthouders (1) ongewijzigd blyft
tussen genoemde 1ingetrokken positie en genoemde uitgetrokken positie van

genoemd samenstel.

3. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens één der voorgaande
conclusies, omvattende ten minste één roosterstructuureindelement (6),
ingericht om zich op een eindpositie van genoemd samenstel in genoemde
eerste richting (A) te bevinden, omvattende een centrale rib (7) in genoemde
tweede richting (B), waarbij planthouders (1) enkel aan één enkele zijde van
genoemde rib (7) zijn gemonteerd, waarbij een planthouder (1) alterneert

met een planthouder ontvangende ruimte (5).
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4, Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens conclusie 3, omvattende
twee roosterstructuureindelementen (6), waartussen zich ten minste één

roosterstructuurelement (3) bevindt.

5. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens één der voorgaande
conclusies, waarbi) genoemd uittreksysteem (8) een schuifbaar

uittreksysteem omvat.

6. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens conclusie 5, waarbij
genoemd schuifbaar uittreksysteem (8) ten minste één telescopisch
uittrekbare staaf (9) omvat die ten minste twee roosterstructuurelementen
(3) verbindt of die een roosterstructuureindelement (6) met ten minste één

roosterstructuurelement (3) verbindt.

7. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens één der voorgaande
conclusies, waarbij een grootte van genoemde planthouder ontvangende

ruimte (5) overeenkomt met een grootte van een aangrenzende planthouder

(1).

8. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens één der voorgaande

conclusies, waarbi) genoemde planthouder (1) een bodemvlak omvat.

9. Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens één der voorgaande

conclusies, waarbi) genoemde planthouder (1) een plantenpot 1s.

10.  Uittrekbaar plantentraysamenstel volgens één der voorgaande

conclusies, waarbi) genoemd roosterstructuurelement (3) en/of genoemd
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roosterstructuureindelement (6) modulaire elementen zijn, waaraan een

gewenst aantal planthouders (1) monteerbaar 1s.

11. Roosterstructuurelement (3) voor een uittrekbaar
plantentraysamenstel, bijvoorbeeld volgens één der voorgaande conclusies,
omvattende een centrale rib (4), waarbi) meerdere planthouders (1) in
zigzag zijn gemonteerd op genoemde rib (4), waarbij een planthouder (1)

alterneert met een planthouder ontvangende ruimte (5).

12. Roosterstructuureindelement (6) voor een uittrekbaar
plantentraysamenstel, bijvoorbeeld volgens één der voorgaande conclusies,
omvattende een centrale rib (7), waarbij planthouders (1) enkel aan één
enkele zijde van genoemde rib (7) zijn gemonteerd, waarbij een planthouder

(1) alterneert met een planthouder ontvangende ruimte (5).
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Title: Extendable plant tray assembly

Abstract

Extendable plant tray assembly comprising a plurality of plant holders in a
grid structure, wherein in a first direction said plant holders are movably
connected through an extension system arranged to move said assembly
between a retracted position and an extended position, the assembly
including at least one grid structure element comprising a central rib in a
second direction transverse to said first direction, wherein a plurality of
plant holders 1s mounted to said rib.

[Fig. 1]
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Box No. i Basis of this opinion

. This opinion has bean established on the basis of the latest sotof ¢laims fied Defore tha stark of the search.

2. With regard to any niclectide andior amino acid sequence disclosedt irihé application and necessary o the

claimed invention, Hiis opinion has been established on ths basis of:
a. type of material:

1 asequence listing

L1 tablets) refateddo the sequence listing
b format of materiak

O onpaper

£ i electronic form
¢, Hme of filingfuraishing:

£l contained in the application asfiled.

L3 filed together with the application: in electranic form.

1 fumished subsequently for the purposes of search.
. B} ncaddition, in the case thal more than ong-version oy copy of a sequence listing andor table relating thersto
hag bean filed orfumishad, the required staternenis that the.nformation in the subseguent or additional
coplas isddentical to that in the gpplication as hled or doas not go beyond the application ag filad, as
gppropriate, wera furnishad

- Adgitional comments:

Box No. V' Reasoned statement with regard 10 novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such siatement

P

1. Statement
Nowvealty ¥es: Claims 3.4, 12
No: Claims 1,2, B
inventive step Yes: ‘Claims:
Mo Claims 1-12
tndustrial applicability Yeg: Claims 112

Mo Claims

Citations and explanations

see separate shest
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Reltem V
Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement
Reference is made to the following documents:

D1 EP 0 477 064 A1 (BENOIST ALAIN [FR]) 25 maart 1992 {1992-03-25)

D2 FR 2 696 162 A1 (LAFFORGUE MICHEL [FR]; BROQUA RENE) 1 apri
1994 (1994-04-01)

1 Noveity

The present application does not mest the criteria of patentabitity, because
the subject-matier of claims 1, 2, and 5-11 is not new.

1.4 D1 (gl references apply o this document; ses fig. 1,2 ) discloses

“"Ultirekbaar plantentraysamenstel omvatiende meerdere planthouders
{2} ineen roosterstructuur {fig. 1), waarbij gencemde planthauders (2) in
een serste richting (A) bewesgbaar verbonden zijn door een
uittreksysteam ingericht om genocemd samensiel te bewegen fussen een
ingetrokken positie en een uitgetrokken positie (fig. 1, 2), waarbjj het
samenstel ten minste één roosterstructuurslement cmvatl dat sen
centrale rib {(3b) omvat in een tweede richting (B) die transversaal op
gencemde eerste richting {A) is, waarbij meerdere planthouders (2) in
Zigzag ziin gemonieerd op genoemde rib {3b), waarblj een planthouder
alterneert met een planthvuder ontvangende ruimie {fig. 2)."

The subject-matter of claim 1 ig therefore not new.

1.2 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, lo the subject-matter of the
corresponding independent claim 11, which therefore isfare also considered
nat new.

1.3 Dependent claims 2 and 5-10 do not contain any features which, in
combination with the features of any claim o which they refer, meet the
requirements of novelty.

1.8.1 Forclaim 2 see D1, fig. 2.
1.8.2 Forclaim 5 see D1, "coulisses™, col. 3, L 7.
1.3.3 Forclaim 6 see D1, Hig. 8.
1.34 Forclaim 7 see D1, fig. L
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1.3.8

1.3.6

21

2.2

For claims 8 and 9 see DY, implicit, wherein flower pols are being used with
the device, said flower pots mast probably having a bottom wall.

For claim 10 see D1, whersin a desired amount of flower pots can be used
with the disclosed device.

inventive Step

The present application does not mest the criteria of patentability, because
the subject-matier of claims 3, 4 and 12 does not invalve an inventive step.

D1 Hig. 1, 2) is regarded as being the prior art closest to the subject-matier of
claim 12, and discloses

*Rovosterstructuureindelement {fig. 2) voor gen uiltrekbaar
plantentraysamenstel, omvattends sen centrale rib {3). waarbif
planthouders (2) waarbij esn planthouder (2) allerngert met egn
planthouder ontvangende ruimte {fig. 2).7

The subject-matier of claim 12 therefore differs from this known structural
element in that

enkel aan égn enkele zijde van gencemde rib zijn gemontserd
and is therefore naw.

The above difference, however, does not seem 1o entail g surprising technical
effect other than to provide mare compact outer dimensions. This, however, s
considered to be the mere result of a normal design procedure. It furthermore
seems that this solution is known from D2, Glaim 12, therefore, lacks an
inventive step over D1 in combination with D2,

Dependent claims 3 and 4 do hot contain any features which, in combination
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of
novelty and/or inventive step. It seems that the claimed solution is the mere
result of & normal design procedure and does therefora not involve an
inventive step. It furthermore seems that the solution is also known from D2
{fig. 3).

Re ltem Vil

Certain defects in the application

The relevant background art disclosed in D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is
this document identilied therain.
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