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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ALICE BESSIE READ, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Fort 
Scott, in the county of Bourbon and State of 
Kansas, have invented certain new and use 
fullmprovementsin Safety-Loops for Pocket 
Books; and I do hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as Will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

pocket-books or purses, and has more partic 
ular relation to safety attachments for the 
S0. 
The invention consists of the combination 

with a purse of a metallic finger-loop having 
its respective ends secured to the purse and 
adapted to be passed over one of the fingers, 
so that the purse may be held firmly in the 
hand. 
The invention also consists of certain other 

novel constructions, combinations, and ar 
rangements of parts, all of which will be 
hereinafter more particularly set forth and 
claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a 

part of this specification, Figure 1 represents 
a front elevation of a purse provided with 
my invention. Fig. 2 represents a central 
vertical section through said purse, showing 
the attachment of the inner ends of the loop 
to the lining of said purse. Fig. 3 represents 
an enlarged detail perspective view of my said 
improvement. 
Ain the drawings represents the purse, and 

B my improved protecting-loop. Said purse 
A is of any ordinary construction, with the 
exception that it is provided in either its top 
or its bottom with an aperture a, through 
which the respective ends of the protecting 
loop B are adapted to be passed. The said 
loop B is preferably constructed of flat spring 

metal and is bent to form a finger-loop proper, 
b, and extended attaching ends b'b'. 
ends b' are passed through the aperture a 
and are secured to the lining a' of the purse 
by eyelets b, passed through suitable aper 
tures cut in said attaching ends and said lin 
ing, respectively. The extreme ends of said 
attaching ends b' are provided with protect 
ing-caps b, whereby the sharp corners of said 
ends are prevented from cutting through the 
material of the purse. The loop b, if so de 
sired, may have the owner's name and ad 
dress engraved thereon. When the purse is 
to be used, the said loop b is slipped over 
either the thumb or any one of the fingers, 
and this effectually prevents accidental drop 
ping of the purse or theft by snatching. In 
a purse provided with this attachment the 
owner is effectually protected against pick 
pockets and purse-snatchers, as to secure the 
purse the said attaching-loop of metal must 
first be detached from the purse, and to do 
this would require the destruction of said 
purse. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The combination with a purse, of a finger 

loop attached thereto and comprising a sin 
gle piece of metal bent to form a loop and at 
taching ends, eyelets passed through said at 
taching ends and the material of the purse, 
and protecting-caps upon the ends of the 
metal forming the loop for protecting thema 
terial of the purse, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

ALICE BESSIE READ. 
Witnesses: 

J. HERRICK, 
JOHN H. CRAIN. 
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