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To «ll whom it mai concern:

Beitknown that I, FRANK GURLEY,of High
Point, in the county of Guilford and State of
North Carolina, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Show-Cases, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

The object of my invention is to provide
show-cases having a simple means whereby
dust or other objectionable matter may be
readily swept out from the case.

Theinventionisapplicableto various forms
of show-cases, but is more especially designed
for embodiment in that form of cases used on
counters, and it is particularly desirable in
connection with show-cases in which powdery
substances or articles liable to crumble are
retained, such as the cases of drug and gro-
cery stores.

The invention consistsin the novel features
hereinafter particularly described, and de-
fined in the claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Tigure 1is a perspective view from its rear
side of a show-case with my invention applied
thereto. Iig.2isan enlarged transverse sec-
tion through the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is
an enlarged fragmentary horizontal section
of the case on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2, showing
the block resting in and closing the recess.
Figs. 4 and 5 are fragmentary portions of a
case, showing slightly different applications
of my invention to that shown in the preced-
ing figures; and Fig. 6 is a fragmentary rear
elevation showing a further modification of
my invention as applied to a different form of
show-case.

A is an ordinary show-case provided with
sliding doors B at its rear, which fit in and
are adapted to slide in grooves or guideways
in the upper and lower strips C and D, re-
spectively, of the case-frame. In the lower

strip D is a recess or cut-away portion E, ex-
tending down to the bottom or floor F of the
case, and G is a removable block of similar
form and size to the recess E for fitting into
and closing said recess and forming part of

the strip D and guideway for the sliding door
B when therecess Eisnotrequired to be used
for cleaning out the case.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 I have shown the block
G hinged to the upper surface of the strip D,
and in such case the hinge 7% is countersunk
in said strip, so as to be flush with the upper
surface of said strip and to offer no obstruc-
tion to the sliding of the door B. The bot-
tom of the block G usually is provided with
a layer of felt, cloth, or similar flexible ma-
terial © to make a tight fit of said block in the
recess K and to render the joint practically
dust-proof.

In Fig. 4 the hinge % is shown fastened to
the inner side of the block and to the end
strip K of the door-frame, and in this con-
struction the block G’ swings outward, in-
stead of upward, as in the construction shown
in the preceding figures. The free end g of
the block G’ and the corresponding end [ of
the recess E' are beveled, so as to form a tight
joint when said block is closed into said re-
cess.

My invention is particularly applicable to
show-cases for containing articles of food and
powdery and crumbly articles, for after the
door has been opened the block G may be
lifted up or the block G' swung out, opening
the recess, and dust, dirt, &e., can be readily
swept from the floor ¥ through the recess E
or I'. By closing the recess with the block
the case is restored to its nmormal condition
and appearance. The recess and the block
may both be formed by cutting the latter out
of the strip D.

In Fig. 5 I have shownaswing-hook m hung
upon the door B and a pin # upon the hinged
block G, (which is similar to Fig. 1.) The
hook m acts 1o raise the block, for when the
door B is pushed to the left the hook m will
catch on the pin n, and the farther sliding of
the door to the left will lift up the block, as
shown in Fig. 5. When the door Bis pushed
to the right, the hook m will release itself
from the pin n and the door will push . the
block G down and ride over if.

In Fig. 6 the door B’ is hinged at its lower
edge to the strip D, as usual, and the block
G? 1s formed integral with or seeured to and
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forms part of the door B', so that the block
is removed from the recess upon opening the
door.

It will be understood that a packing mate-
rial may be applied o the blocks G' G

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— :

Ashow-casehaving a door-frameatoneside,
1o a door in the frame, a floor in the case, the

bottom strip of the frame having a recess ex-
tending down to the floor and cut transversely
through the strip to the level of the floor, and
a block fitting the said recess beneath the
door, substantially as described.

FRANK GURLEY.
Witnesses: .
R. A. SLAUGHTER,
S. H. TOMLINSON.




