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the character of the head and the base engage 
ments of the splice bars with the rails, the en 
gaging surfaces of the bars and of the rails may 
be transversely serrated so as to cooperate to 
positively prevent any longitudinal movement Of 
the rails relative to the splice bars and relative to 
each other. Moreover, the serrations may eX 
tend either entirely or only partly across said 
engaging surfaces and either throughout or Only 
partly along their respective lengths, as may be 
found most suitable in particular instances. 
As illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, the serrationS 

f2 extend across the under sides of the rail heads 
and continue across the rail head fillets T. 
Thus, it is immaterial whether the splice bars 
have loading engagement with the under Sides 
of the rail heads or with the head fillets of the 
rails, as non-slip joints Will be provided in either 
case. Figures 2 and 3 also ilustrate that the 
serrations 3 extend across the upper faces of the 
baSe fanges of the rails and continue across the 
base fillets 7 of the rails, whereby non-slip joints 
will be provided whether the bases of the bars 
engage the upper faces of the rail flanges or the 
baSe filletS Of the railS. 
Of course, c0operating serrations may be pro 

vided only at the heads or only at the bases of 
the joints. Moreover, while the effective por 
tions of the raill serrations are only within the 
lengths of the joints, said serrations preferably 
are continuous throughout the length of the rails 
so that in the event it is necessary to cut a rail 
the Serrations Will be present where the splice 
bars cooperate With the Same. 
While the splice bars may be of any suitable 

sectional shape, they preferably are strong and 
rigid so as effectively to Support the rail ends 
against vertical deflections relative to each other, 
and in constructing the joints the rail ends pref 
erably are abutted, or are disposed closely to 
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gether so that the track approximates a single, 
continuous rail. This, in conjunction With the 
rigid, “frozen” type of joint afforded by the pres 
ent splice bars and rails, results in rail end batter 
and Wear being Substantially eliminated and in 
the Smooth passage of rolling stock over the 
track. In short, there is obtained according to 
the present invention a track condition approxi 
mating continuous rails, and yet the rails are 
readilly removable and replaceable. 
WithOut further description it is thought that 

the features and advantages of the invention will 
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, 
and it will of course be understood that changes 
in the form, proportion and minor details of con 
struction may be resorted to, without departing 
from the spirit of the invention and scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A rail joint of the class described including 

the rails having transversely disposed serrations 
in both their head and base fillets, splice bars 
haWing both their upper and lower inner corners 
provided with transverSely disposed serrations 
adjustably interlocking With the fillet serrations 2:5 
of the rails to prevent longitudinal movement of 
the latter, and track bolts connecting the splice 
bars and providing means for wear take-up 
thereof. 

2. A rail joint of the class described compris 
ing the rails having transversely disposed serra 
tions in the under sides of their heads and in 
Upper sides of their base flanges and respectively 
extending into the head and the base fillets of 
the rails, a splice bar having head and base trans- 3; 
Verse disposed serrations for interlocking cooper 
ation With Said irail serrations, and track bolts 
for diraWing the splice bar inwardly relative to 
the rails. 
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