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3 Claims.

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in a multi-color interchangeable flap
for ladies’ handbags.

The invention has for an object the construc-

5 tion of ahandbag and flap which is characterized
by the fact that the flap may be engaged and dis-

_engaged from the handbag and serve to close an

open top of the bag. ‘

Still further it is proposed-to characterize the

10 flap by the fact that it may be mounted on the
nandbag along both sides and either side opened
to open the handbag.

Still further the invention proposes to. provide
flaps of different colors and .shades which may be

15 used with one handbag body so that a purchaser
has a choice of flap to match a particular costume.

" _Still further the invention proposes.an arrange-

. ment which permits the flap to be mounted on the

handbag in several positions to compensate. for
20 extended or contracted- positions of the handbag,
due to.its contents.

Still further the invention proposes an arrange-
ment by which the flap may be locked -at one
side on the handbag to necessitate that the other
side be opened- during the normal opening and
closing of the handbag.

1t is a further object of this invention to pro-
vide the flap-and. handbag with fastening ele-
ments. arranged to require-that the flap be en-

30 gaged onthe handbag’ in -a specific manner. In
greater detail, it is proposed that a.different-num-
ber of snap fastener elements be arranged on
one side of the flap than onithe: other.

Still further the invention proposes to.arrange

: 35 the flap-so that it is of different colors at different

areas, for example, one-half to be one color
and the other hailf to be another color.

Wor further comprehension of the invention,

and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer-

40 ence will be had to the following description and
accompanying drawing, and to the appended
claims in which the various novel features of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

Tn the accompanying drawing forming a mate-

45 yial part of this disclosure:—

Fig.1lis & perspective view of a handbag con-
structed according to this invention.

Fig.21is a perspective view of the handbag with

50 the flap removed.

Fig, 3'is a perspective view of the flap per se.

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken on
the line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

T
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Tig, 5 is a view similar to Fig: 4 but illustrating

55 a modification of the invention.

(CL 150-—42)

Fig..6 is another fragmentary view similar to
_Fig. 2 but illustrating a still further modification.

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of a
handbag. constructed according to a modification
of this invention.

Fig. 8 is an elevational view of the flap shown
in Fig. 7 illustrated in detail. .

The multi-color interchangeable flap handbag,
_according to this invention, comprises a handbag

{0 with an open top 102 A flap member 11 is
.provided for closing said open top and is adapted
.to engage across the top and is capable of bending

along its. central longitudinal area to form side
arms ‘which -extend down the sides of the hand-
bag. TFastening elements (2 are mounted on
these side arms and coact with complementary
fastening -elements 13 mounted on the side faces
of the handbag by which the fiap may be secured
on the bag.

The handbag f0 is shown provided with handles
.14 by which it may be conveniently carried. The
- interior of the handbag may be constructed in
known:fashions, that-is, with various sizes and
types of -poekets and pocketbooks and lining ma-
terial, -and also provided with customary small
articles such as mirrors, compacts and the like.
These details will not be shown on the drawing
nor described in the specification as they form no
part of the invention.

The flap member i is cross-hatched in Fig. 1 .

to indicate that it is a different color than the ex-
terior .of the handbag. . Similar flaps, either of
the same shape or different shape, may be pro-
.vided, of different colors from each other or differ-

-ent shades from-each other to replace the flap 1. 3

Such flaps are not shown on the drawing since.
they would be mere duplication. The longitudi-
nal center line of the flap 11 is indicated by.the
dot and dash line AA. It is along this line that

the flap must be bent when engaged over the open |

top of the handbag. Either arm of the flap may
be opened to open the top of the bag. There is
therefore a choice in this respect.

In Fig. 5 a modification of the invention has
been disclosed which distinguishes from the prior
form in the provision of extra fastening elements
122 gdapted to cooperate with the fastening ele-
ments 13 when the flap is placed in a different
position. It is thus possible to place the flap

higher up or lower down on the handbag to com-~ 5

pensate for the extent to which the handbag is
filled with articles.

In Fig. 6 another embodiment of the invention
has been disclosed which distinguishes from the
prior forms in the fact that there is a provision
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by which one or the other side arms of the flap
may be releasably secured on the handbag. Ac-
cording to this form of the invention the fasten-
ing elements 12’ are in the form of stud elements
mounted upon the flap and cooperative with
socket elements 13’ mounted upon the side wall
of the handbag.

The socket elements 13’ are formed with open-
ings extending completely through from one
side to the other so that the socket elements 13’
project from the inner faces of the handbag.
Small pins (6 are adapted to engage through
openings 171 formed in the stud portions {2’ of
the snap fasteners to hold the snap fasteners
locked. These pins 16 are attached to small
strings 18 attached to the inner walls of the
handbag so that they will not become lost and
will always be in Dosition, ready for use.

As shown in Fig. 6, the flap Il can only be
opened by opening the right hand side. Thus,
this right hand side will be the side normally
used to open and close the handbag. If it is de-
sired the pins {6 in the left hand side may be
removed and then the left side may also be
opened. If it is desired the right hand side may
be locked in position and then the flap will only
open from the left hand side.

In the modified form of the invention. illus-
trated in Figs. 7 and 8 there is g handbag 10 hay-
ing an open top 102, A flap member fic is pro-
vided for closing the said open top and is adapt-
ed to engage across the top and is capable of
bending along its central longitudinal area to
form side arms which-extend down the sides of
the handbag. There are fastening elements i2c
mounted on one of the side arms and one of the
sides of the handbag 8, and other fastening
elements 12¢ mounted on the other of the side
arms of the flap and the other side of the handbag
10. These fastening elements f{2¢ and 12¢¢ gre of
different numerical amounts, or differently
spaced so as to require that the flap be placed
on the handbag with one side arm against one
of the faces of the handbag. Because of the
different quantities of the fastening elements on
each of the side arms of the flap it is immediately
evident which way the flap is to be placed on the
handbag.

The side arms or flaps are imprinted or colored
with different colors indicated by the cross hatch-
ing 19 and 20. This is shown to merely indicate
that different sections of the flap may be orna-
mented with distinctive designs.

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be
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understood that I do not limit myself to the
brecise constructions herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and modifications
coming within the scope of the invention, as de-
fined in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:—

1. A combination multi-color interchangeable
flap and ladies’ handbag comprising a handbag
with an open top, a flap member for closing said
open top and engaging across said top and hayv-
Ing side arms of substantially equal height ex-
tending down the sides of said handbag at the
outside thereof, and fastening elements on ad-
jacent faces of said side arms and cooperative
with complementary fastening elements on the
side of the handbag, said fastening elements be-
ing selectively openable whereby the flap may be
opened on either side of
the handbag.

2. A combination multi-color interchangeable
flap and ladies’ handbag comprising a handbag
with an open top, a flap member for closing said
open top and engaging
ing side arms extending down the sides of said
handbag, fastening elements on adjacent faces
of said side arms projecting through the sides of
said handbag when in closing position and co-

operative with complementary fastening ele- *

ments on the side
operable from the
the fasteners on one

of the handbag, and means
inside of the bag When
side are closed for locking

said fasteners to prevent opening of the bag .

from that side.

3. A combination multi-color interchangeable
ﬂgp and ladies’ handbag comprising a handbag
with an open top, a flap member for closing said
open top and engaging across said top and hav-
ing side arms extending down the sides of said
handbag, fastening elements on adjacent faces
of sald side arms having stud portions, said fas-
tening elements projecting through the sides of
said handbag when in closing position and co-
operstive with complementary fastening ele-
ments on the side of the handbag, said comple-
mentary fastening elements comprising socket
portions and means operable from the inside
of the bag when the fasteners on one side are
closed for locking said fasteners to prevent open-
ing of the bag from that side, comprising pins
engageable through said stud bortions of said
fasteners when said stud portions are passed
through complementary socket portions.

IRVING D. KRAUT.

the handbag to open :

across said top and hav-
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