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To CA, it'? O1, it inctly coiceviv. 
Be it known that I, BASIL JOHN FISHER, a 

subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid 
ing at Ashborough, in the county of Randolph 
and State of North Carolina, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Or 
namental Knobs or End Pieces for Cords, 
Lines, Laces, and Similar Devices, of which 
the following is a full and complete specifi 
cation, such as will enable those skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
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the same. 
This invention relates to that class of de 

vices which are generally known as “orna 
mental knobs or end pieces for cords, lines, 
laces, and similar articles.” The purpose of 
such knobs or end pieces is not simply that 
of acting to ornament the line to which they 
are attached, but rather to form a pendant or 
distinct and visible means to facilitate grasp 
ing the end of the line to pull upon the same. 
These knobs or end pieces have also the pur 
pose of concealing the free end of the line or 
lace, and must therefore be of a generally or 
namental character. 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

device which will possess a degree of superi 
Olity in both of these respects. 
My invention consists in a rigid and pref 

erably metallic strip stamped into the form 
of a knob or hollow spherical body adapted 
to surround the knot which is usually tied in 
the line or lace to which devices of this char 
acter are attached, the remainder of the said 
metallic: strip forming at the end of the knob 
a tubular body or extension which surrounds 
the line above said knot and forming at the 
bottom of said knob a conical or outwardly 
directed body or extension. 
My invention is particularly adapted for 

use in connection with the ends of shoe-laces 
and the ends of the cords of window-shades, 
but may be employed in any analogous con 
nection. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the foll 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which 

Figure is a side view of the end of a cord 
provided with my improved ornamental knob 
or end piece; Fig. 2, a sectional view of the 
knob or end piece and showing the manner of 
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connecting the cord there with, and Fig. 3 a. 
view opposite to that of Fig. 1. 

In the drawings forming part of this speci 
fication, and in which the separate parts of 
my invention are designated by the same ref 
erence-numerals in each of the views, I have 
shown a short piece of cord 5 representing a 
line or lace. 

In the practice of my invention I take a 
piece of any desired metal suitable for the 
purpose and stamp the same into the form of 
an end piece or line attachment open at both 
ends and longitudinally split along the side 
where the edges of the metal join, as shown 
at 6 in Fig. 1, the opposite side being also 
split for a portion of its length, as shown at 
7 in Fig. 3, this latter split being essentially 
desirable in forming the device from a sheet 
or strip of stamped metal. 
My newly-invented knob or end piece com 

prises a main central body or knob 6, spher 
ical in form and of a sufficient size to receive 
a good-sized knot tied upon the end of the 
line to which it is attached. From the upper 
portion of this knob projects an integral tu 
bular extension 7, which is of a diameter suf 
ficient to approximately closely fit the line or 
lace. From the lower portion of the knob 
projects an integral end or flange 8, which, 
from the point of junction with the knob, pro 
jects outwardly or flares in conical form. The 
base of this end or flare 8 is convoluted or 
fluted, as shown at 8. 

In the operation of the invention the cord, 
line, or lace is passed through the device, so 
that the end thereof projects beyond the base 
of the end or flange S. This end is then tied 
into a knot 9 of a sufficient size to be self 
preventive of being pulled through the tubu 
lar extension 7 when ultimately seated within 
the knob 6. The line or lace is then pulled 
so as to draw the knot 9 through the conical 
end 8 into the knob 6. This is not difficult 
and can readily be done even though the knot 
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is necessarily larger than the opening of the 
knob 6 at its junction with the end of the 
flange S. Particularly in the form of device 
I have shown in the drawings this seating of 
the knot can be easily effected without per 
ceptibly compressing or loosening the same, 
since the splitting of the device at 6 and 7 
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naturally has a tendency to make the end 8 

5 

yield as much as the knot itself would yield 
under the pull of seating the same in position. 
Thus the knot passes into the knob, where it 
remains, being substantially unable to pass 
through the tubular extension 7 when pull 
ing on the line, and yet being unable to pass 
out again through the end 8 in any contrary 
movement of the knob, or, in other Words, the 
device cannot slide up the line, leaving the 
knot exposed, as would be the tendency par 
ticularly in a shoe-lace. If it is desired to 
remove the device from the line either for the 
purpose of shortening the line or placing the 
knot higher up thereon or else transferring 
it to another cord, line, or lace, the knot can 
be first taken out of the knob by pulling on 
the end piece, whereupon said knot can be 
unitied or cut off and the device removed. 

In grasping the device for the purpose of 
pulling upon the line the knob 6 is grasped 
by the hand, or in the case of small lines by 
two of the fingers, which naturally place them 
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selves immediately above the knob, as is the 
habit in grasping any knob in the various 
uses thereof. If the hands or fingers encircle 
the under portion of the knob, they will abut 
against the conical end 8, which will afford 
an added hold, or if only the top of the knob 
is seized and in pulling the line or lace the 
strain or reaction thereof causes the fingers 
or hands to slip and the knob to pass through 
the same the conical or flared end 8 will pre 
vent the entire device from slipping through 
the fingers and will insure that a sufficient 
hold is maintained upon the line until a more 
complete grasp is obtainable. In this connec 
tion the convolutions of the conical end also 
strengthen the same against a tendency to 
yield inwardly or to be crushed by the fingers, 
while they also invariably serve to maintain 
the integrity of the conical end, besides add 
ing that ornamental appearance to the device 
which is necessary and desirable. 

It will be understood that in referring to 

the upper and lower portions of the knob I 
mean those which have that position when the 
device is employed upon a vertical line and 
which are in other connections respectively 
nearer the fixed end of the line and the free 
end of the line. . 
My invention is not limited to the exact 

construction or shape herein shown and de 
scribed, but only to the essential elements 
constituted by the several portions of the de 
vice shown in the drawings which are requi 
site for producing the advantages and objects 
of my invention, and I reserve the right to 
make any alterations therein which may fairly 
come within the scope of the invention. 

Having fully described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A knob or end piece for laces, cords, and 
lines, comprising a hollow body formed into 
a central knob adapted to receive a knot tied 
in the line, a tubular extension projecting up 
Wardly from said knob to surround the line, 
and a conical end upon the lower side of the 
knob, the apex of which communicates with 
the interior of said knob and flares down 
wardly therefrom. . 

2. A knob or end piece for lines, cords, and 
laces, comprising a hollow body formed into 
a central spherical knob adapted to receive a 
knot tied in the line, and provided at one end 
with a tubular extension upon the top thereof 
to surround the line above said knot, and pro 
vided at its opposite side with a larger con 
ical end, the base of which is directed out 
wardly, and is convoluted or fluted. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 13th 
day of April, 1898. 

BASIL JOHN FISIER. 
Witnesses: 

M. A. KNOWLES, 
S. L. HAWKSHURST. 
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