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This invention relates to easel structures and 
mOre particularly to an easel structure including 
3 Supporting leg and a Supporting leg brace Or 
10Cking tongue for use in connection with dis? 
play mountS. 

HeretOfore display mounts have been provided 
With easel props or supporting legs for holding 
Said mounts in display position on Surfaces Such 
aStableS, deSks Or counters and these Structures 
have uSually included a latch of Some type for 
holding the Supporting leg in obliquely extended 
COSition at the rear of the mount Structure. 
FOfne of the prior Structures have been of Such 
nature as to require manual manipulation and 
CarefuladjuStment, andit is?therefore?the prin 
cipal object of this invention to provide a device 
of the character described, which is Very Simple 
in its structure and which requires Only a Singie 
manual movernent by the USer to both adjuSt the 
SUpporting 1eg in rearwardly extending mount 
SUpporting position and latch it in Such adjusted 
position, 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will appear from a reading of the Specification in 
1ight of the draWing forming a part of this appli? 
Cation, andin which draWing: 
Fig.1 is a view Of a Section of blank Stock in 

which the necessary incisions have been Cut tO 
form the Supporting prop andits brace or locking 
tOngU1e; - 

Fig.2 is a rear?face perSpective view showing 
the Supporting 1eg in collapSed position With the 
brace or locking tongue extending through a Slot 
in the leg; 
Fig.3 is a rear-face perSpective View Showing 

the relation of the Supporting leg and locking 
brace during movement of the leg into Operative 
p0Sition; 

?"ig.4 is a rear-face perspective view Similar 
to that shown in Fig?5, but showing the Support 
ing leg nearits extended position; and 
Fig.5 is a rear-face perspective View showing 

the relation of the Supporting leg and its locking 
tongue when the leg has been swung to its fully 
open orextended position, 
The display mount includes a panel 10 and a 

backboard 12, the panel and backboard being 
substantially Co-extensive fixed in face-to-face 
relationship in the completed mount as shown 
in Figs. 2 to 5. Within the backboard I2 is 
formed a supporting leg 4 having one end there 
of attached to the backboard as at 16, So that the 
1eg I? may swing outwardly into obliquely dis? 
posed position for Supporting the mount The 
1eg i4 has provided therein a slot 18. which is in 
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Dart defined by a Wal120 having therein a notch 
22. 
In the pane1 I0 is formed an imperforate brac? 

ing tongue 24 which has one end 26 thereOf 
resiliently attached to the panel |0, thus permit 
ting the tongue to Swing rearwardly away from 
the body ofthe panel. 
The body of the tongue 24 is of such width that 

it is freely reCeived in the Slot i8 and the Widest 
portion thereOf is Such as to Contact the Slot de 
fining edges 23 and Span the notch 22 in the slot 
16, The free end of the tongue 2& has a reduced 
portion 23 which is adapted to enter the notch 22 
in the supporting leg l& and thereby hold the leg 
in extended OY motant Supporting p0sition. 
When the tongue 24 is extended through the 

Slot 18, Contact between the wide body of the 
tongue 2? and the Slot defining Walls 20 in the 
supporting leg #A willgenerate a Camming force 
against the face of the tongue 24 When the Sup 
porting leg !4 is manually moved rearwardly into 
mount Supporting position When the Support 
ing leg l4 has been moved to fully Open position, 
the reduced end 28 of the tongue 2& due to the 
resilient mounting thereof?will snap into the 
notch 22. 
More particularly the invention is adapted for 

eXecution in inherently resilient materia1 Such aS 
Cardboard Stock. The pane1 !0 and the back 
board I2 may be fabricated from Separate pieces 
of St0ck?although it is Contemplated that a single 
piece of Stock may be utilized and in Such event, 
the panel and the backboard need Only be folded 
into face-to-face relationship after the various 
Cutting Operations have been performed thereOn. 
In its broad sense, the invention contemplates 

prop and Supporting tongue Structures that are 
separately forrned and SubSequently attached to 
the mount panel and backboard?but in its most 
specific and presently most desirable form the 
Supporting Structure?including the supporting 
1eg ! ? and the locking tongue or brace 24, are 
formed directly in their reSpective Sections Of 
stock. Thus when the whole structure is folded 
flat the Supporting leg 1? and its locking brace 
or tongue 24 will assume a position in the plane 
of the stock respectively from which they are 
formed and thus add nothing to the bulk Or 
thicknessof thefinal product. 
Accordingto the inveration, the brace or looking 

tongue 2? in the pane1 46 is formed by Severing 
the board along Substantially parallel lines 33. 
These lines define the widest portion Of the body 
Of the brace The line 26 along Which the tonglle 
24 is integrally hinged to the panel 6 is prefer 
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ably a devious line which adds a greater degree 
of resilience to the tongue The efficacy of a de? 
vious hinge line for adding resilience to a hinge 
structure is taught in my pending appliCation 
Seria1 No.606,649 filed July 23?1945, now Patent 
2,472,405. 
The free end of the tongue terminates in the 

reduced portion 23, whichis defined by a pair Of 
incut shoulders 32 extending inwardly from the 
paralle1side edges 39. 
The supporting leg f4 may be fornied in"the 

backboard by severing the board along a pair of 
divergent 1ines 34 which generally define the 
side edgeS 0f the leg The 1ineS3?earejointed-by 
a transverse 1ine 36, thereby providing a free end 
upon which the supportingleg I4 may"restwhen? 
the1eg has been Swung in!9-m9"nt-supportièg 
position. Herein the hinge 1ine ?6 may be made 
in a variety of Ways as?for example, ?sCoring? 
along the 1ine !6 the material from which the 
backboard:is eonStructed. Thergeneral Configu? 
ration of the slot 18 is of little consequence?SO 
1ong?as the slot is sufficiently wide and-deep to 
freelyaCCommodate the brace?or locking tongue 
24. As it may be Seen-by reference to Figs..2 
through 5, the locking tongue 24 must extend 
through the slot !3 for the intended-function of 
the Support One Of the Slot defining Walls is 
preferably along a Straight line as indicated; by 
?he reference numeral 20,-thereby providing a 
bearing Surfaee for the inner face of the Wide 
por?ion of the tongue-24.duriag.the-extension Of 
the supporting 1eginto operative position Spe 
cifically the endwall.2}.oftheslot 18.has formed 
therein a-notch 22 which is so.related to the re 
duced-end 28 of the tongue 24 that the reduced 
end may fallinto the notch-22,?and when in Such 
position the'shoulders?32-on the free end-of the 
tongue 24 about the?inner face Of the Supporting 
1eg?l??and thereby hold the legin positive en 
gagenaent while it .is?in itS Open-Or mount Sup? 
porting p0Sition. 
As hereinbefore pointed out, the tongue-2? is 

resiliently attached to the panel-I0?along the 
1ine 26?and advantage is taken 0f the resilient 
nature Of the attachiraent to inSure that the re? 
duced-end-28.of.the tongue 24 will move up.into 
the-notch 22.andremain there while the support 
ing.structure is in Operative.p0Sition. 
By making uSe of the deviouS Score line 26 as 

taught in my appliCation for patent hereinbefore 
mentioned the reduced end 28 of the locking 
tongue 24.SnapSup into the notch 22 with a dis 
tinctly.audible Soundand.with ConSiderable.force, 
it being the tendenCy of the tongue 2? to return 
to.its closed or.retracted.position within its cut 
out in?the panel i under the influence of its 
hatura1 resilience. 
The reduced end 23 and the shoulders 32'at 

the free-end of the tongue 24 define between 
thern a notch at .the inner end Of each of the 
shoulders and this notch is of sufficient depth to 
pass into the notch 22 of the supporting 1eg I? 
and the Outwardly diverging Walls of the tongue 
notches extend Sufficiently farto engage"the rear 
orouter surface of the supporting1eg?44 atrareas 
1aterally spaced of the slot 22. Bythis means the 
legis limited in its outward?movement as wel1 as 
positively retained against a Collapsing movenient 
in aninward direction. 

Herein the Structure has been illustrated as 
Comprising a Supporting panel and-a backboard. 
It follOWS Of COurSe?that display material may 
be Supported directly On the panel However in 
many inStances additional mount members will 
be Carried by the Supporting pane1 10 and"the 
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4 
utility of the invention is?therefore not in any 
sense restricted to the use of a structure having 
only a display material Supporting panel. 
In using the display mount, the brace or lock? 

ing tongue 24 is projected through the Slot I8 in 
the supporting leg 14. It will be noted there 
fore?that the inner face of the tongue 24 Will 
?bear with considerable force against the outer 
face of the supporting leg in the area above the 
slot f8. In order to "erect the structüre into 
mount supporting"position,"it is merelyriecessary 
to manually engage the Supporting leg l& and 
move it outWardly into an oblique position about 
itshingeline?I6. This movement willefectively 
cam the locking tongue 24 toward a generally 
.hörizontä1"pGsition This canaming action will 
continue until the1eg I& has been moved into 
fülly open position??at which time the notch 22 
willregisterwith the reduced end26 ofthe tongue 
24 and the resilient nature of the tongue mount? 
ing Will be efective to move the tongue upWardly 
relative?to-the-slot in the leg??.to theréby?inter 
engage the Slot 22 and the reduced.end of the 
1ocking tongue 24. Inasmauch as special provision 
has been made to insure the resilience of the 
1ockingtongue 24, the reduced freeend portion-28 
ofthe tongue will be"held'in'itsupward limit of 
raovement within the "notGh 22 without any 
danger whatever-of a separation betweenthe in? 
terengaged-parts. Similarly continued outward 
movement of the leg Ig is inhibited bythe over 
hanging.portion ofthe?notches formed between 
the Shoulders 32 and"the reduced end;28 at the 
freeend ofthelockingtongue24. 
While"theiriverition"has been described.in'one 

Speéific and presently preferable?embodiment?it 
is Contemplated thatrchangesniay be madethere 
in without departing from he spirit ofthein 
Wention. 
Iclaim: Adisplaymount comprisingasupportingpanel 

and a Substantially"co-extensive backboard fixed 
in face-to-face relation a mount supporting leg 
formed"in Said backboard and having one end 
thereofrattached-to'said backboard"for'swinging 
movement the peripheraledges of said'1eg"being 
infrictionalcontactwiththe correspondingedges 
of the backboard recess in which the same is formed.aslotinsaid1egincludingaslot defining 
Surface having'a notéh"therein, said noteh posi 
tioned in the portion of Saidslot defining surface 
facingthe end OfSaid mount Supportinglegat 
tached tosaid backboard, animperforatebracing 
tonguerattached torsaid'parielin theareaunder 
Said leg Said tongue having a free end"disposed 
toward the attached end ofsaid legand having 
itsotherendresilientlyattached tosaid panelfor 
Swinging movement along'a line in said panel 
that is located adjacent the bottom of said slot 
When Said Supporting leg and said panel.arein 
face-to-face relation whereby said tonguermay 
be rotated'and extended through'said slot and 
1ierin a plane substantially parallelto andadja 
cent saidsupportinglegwhensaidsupportingleg 
and"Said panel are in face-to-face relation?the 
body ofsaid tongue beingoflesswidth than said 
Slot?toprovide forfreemovement of the tongue 
throughthe slot but sufficientlywide.and so dis 
Posed ?as to Contact With One face of Said?slot 
definingsurface and innotch'spanningrelation 
Whenthe Sameis extended through saidslot, and 
a-reduced area at the free end of said tongue 
adapted to enter Said notch whereby contact 
between'the bodyofsaid tongueand the defining 
Surface Cf ?Said slot will Cam said"tongue out 
Wardlywhen the?tongue isextendedthrough the 
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slot and the legis moved outwardly and the re? Nurnber Name Date 
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