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SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 863,511, dated May 24, 18867.

Application filad November 29, 1886. Serial No. 220,156, (No model.}

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WirLIaxm C. DODGE, of
‘Washington, District of Columbia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Towel-Racks, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to that class of devices
denominated ‘‘towel-racks;’and the invention
consists, primarily, in forming the rack of a
single piece of wire bent to therequired form,
and in eertain details of constraction, as here-
inafter more fully described. v

Figure 1 isa perspective view of a rack com-
plete with a towel attached. Figs.2and 3 are
front views of the same, showing slight modifi-
cations; and Figs. 4 and 5 represent certain
other modifications.

The object of this invention is to produce a
simple and efficient device that can be fur-
nished very cheaply, and can be made orna-
mental, if desired. ’

To make a'towel rack on my plan, I take a
piece of wire about two and a balf or three
times as longasthe width of anordinary towel,
and about the diameter of that ordinarily used
to form the spiral springs for bed-bottoms, and
bend one end of it over, so as to form an open
hook, b, as shown in Fig. 1. Then, about an
inch from this hook, I bend thewire to aver-
tical position, as indicated at f, Fig. 1, and
about two inches from theaungle f, I give the
wire one entire turn, thereby forming an eye,
@, as shown, and at the point which is toform
the opposite end of the rack bend it so as to
form another eye, ¢, then extend it down to
form a vertieal portiou, B, corresponding to

- the part B, then make a bend, f’, eorrespond-

10

45

50

ing to the bend f at the right-hand end, extend
the wire out horizontally a distanee corre-
sponding to the part which has the hook b
formed on it, then bend it laterally at a right
angle, and extend it across to the point of be-
ginning or hook b, all as clearly shownin Fig.
1. By this method I form of a single piece of
wire the two end brackets, B and B', united at
top by the part A and the supporting-rod G,
this latter being left sprung outward a little
at its free end, so that when the towel T has
been slipped thereon and the free end is
placed in the hook b it will be held secure
therein, and the towel be held properly in
place and a little distance from the wall to

which the rack is secured, the eyes a serving
the purpose of holes for the screws or hails that
are to hold the rack in place, as shown.

Instead of forming the right angle f in the
brackets B and B/, the lower bar or rod, ¢, may
be thrown out from the wall the required dis-
tance by curving the posts B and B', as shown
in Fig. 4, either plan being adopted, as the one
or the other may be found most convenient in
manufacture. S0, too, the eyes ¢ and @', in-
stead of being formed by bending the wire
around in a circle, as shown in Fig. 1, may be
made in the form of a loep, as represented in
Fig. b,thereby avoiding the crossing of the wire
upon itself, as is done in Fig. 1; or ‘the eyes
may be dispenscd with and the wire be simply
bent at a right angle at the corners, as repre-
sented in Fig. 3, a nail or screw at these cor-
pers serving to hold it in'place; or the eyes
may be formed at other poiuts on bar A.

1f it be desired to make the article more or-
namental, it may be secured by clips or cor-
ner-pieces E, as shown in Fig. 2, these being
preferably formed of sheet metal, and stamped
with a groove in them to receive the wire at
the corners, as shown, so that when fastened
to the wall, as represented, they will hold the
rack securely in place.
- Instead of two clips, asingle one may be
used by placing it at the center, as shown in
Fig. 3. When two are used, as represented
in Fig. 2, that portion of the bar A shown in
dotted lines may be cut out or omitted, as the
clips E will hold the brackets securely in po-
sition, the same as the part A does in Fig. 1,
where the elips are not used. 'When a single
clip E is used, as shown in Fig. 3, the bar A
may be continued entirely across, as in Fig. 1,
if it be designed for use with an endless towel;
but if designed to be used for supporting the
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other style of towel ordinarily used in bed- -

rooms, then the hook b may be dispensed with,
and the bar C and the brackets B and B/, with
the bar A, may all be made of a single piece,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the part A in Fig.
3 having its ends terminating at the center of
the clip B, as shown in dotted lines, or simply
extend under the elip far enongh to be held se-
curely in place.
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It is obvious that the supporting-rod C, in- -

stead of being made integral with the bracket
B, as represented in Fig. 1, may be made ofa
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separate piece and be hinged or joined thereto
by an eyejoint and operate the same. So,
too, instead of being made integral with the
two brackets B and B/, as represented in Figs.
2 and 3,1t may be a separate piece, and be held
in eyes formed on the projecting ends of the
brackets; but that would require more labor
and material, and hence I prefer to make the
entire rack, aside from the clips, of a single
piece of wire.

The clips B and the whole rack may be made
of brass, and may be gilded or plated, thus
rendering it highly ornamental. The form
shown in Fig. 1 will be made more especially
for kitchen use and the like, and it will ordi-
narily be made of wire bronzed, and without
any clips, thus produeing a very cheap and yet
efficient article for the purpose designed, while
the style shown in Figs. 2 and 3may be made-
of more expensive material and highly orna-
mental, as the clip or clips may be made in a
great variety of designs and of various sizes,
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thus adapting the rack to be used wherever
and under all the varying conditions in which
such an article can be required. It can be
made by machinery, and can be turned out

rapidly and in large quantities and at a very

small cost.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A towel-rack composed of wire bent to
form the two end brackets, B and B’, and the
towel-supporting rod C,substantially as shown
and described.

2. In combination with & towel-rack com-
posed of wire bent to form the end brackets, B
B',and the towel-supporting rod C,one or more
metallic elips, B, substantially as shown and
described.

W. C. DODGE.

Witnesses:
WALTER S. DODGE,
WirriaMm W. DODGE.
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