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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR E. BRIGGS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Cin 
cinnati, county of Hamilton, State of Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Brackets and Supporting De 
vices for Railings, &c., of which the following 
is a specification, w 
My invention relates to a bracket or sup 

porting device for railings, balustrades, &c.; 
and it consists, essentially, of a supporting 
arm. With Suitable means for attachment to a 
Wall, counter, or bar at one end and at the 
other end provided with a compressible split 
collar, which forms a seating for the meeting 
ends of the rail-sections. In such construc 
tions it is common to employ metallic brack 
ets, generally of brass, and to use in connec 
tion there with wooden rails or bars extend 
ing from bracket to bracket in such a manner 
as to stand outwardly from the wall or piece 
of furniture to which they are attached for 
the purpose of affording protection to the 
Same. Heretofore in such constructions it has 
been customary to employ an outwardly and 
upwardly extending arm provided with a col 
lar, info which and through which the rail or 
rails were placed. It often occurs, however, 
that the timber of the rail or rails which are 
employed have been improperly seasoned, and 
the consequent shrinkage will cause a loosen 
ing at the seating of the rail in the collar of 
the bracket-arm, and it is this disadvantage 
Which has heretofore obtained in such struct 
ures which my present invention is designed 
to obviate, and which I will now proceed par 
ticularly to describe in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, which form a part 
of this specification, and in which 

Figure I represents a rear view of my im 
proved bracket, showing the two ends of the 
meeting rails in position within the same. 
Fig. II represents a side elevation of my im 
proved bracket with the rails removed. 
In the drawings, A and B represent the two 

rails, and a b their meetingends, which meet 
ing ends are located within the collar C of the 
bracket, This collar C is provided with an 
arm D, which extends outwardly and up 
wardly from the wall or counter E and to 

which it is attached by any suitable means, . 
as by screws F, extending through the flat 
portion or face G of the bracket. The collar 
C is subdivided at a point G. (see Fig. I) and 
extends downwardly therefrom in tWo Sec 
tions I and J, each of which is a part or con 
tinuance of the main body of the collar C. 
The collar C, with its two extensions or fin 
gers I and J, being made of metal, are to a 
certain extent compressible, and are made SO 
for the purpose of yielding to the draw of the 
screws K and L when it is desired to tighten 
the collar or collars around the ends a b of 
the meeting rails A. B. The purpose of this 
invention will therefore be seen. When the 
rails. A B are inserted into the collar of the 
bracket and are by means of Screws K and L. 
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secured from turning and held tightly in 
place, the construction of the rail is com 
pleted. If, however, any shrinkage of either 
of the wooden rails takes place from time to 
time and exhibits a tendency to become loose 
in the collar, the screws K or L, as the case 
may be, may be tightened and take up the 
shrinkage of the timber. It will also be seen 
that where the one timber or rail has a greater 
shrinkage than its fellow or meeting rail the 
division of the collar C into parts I and J 
permits of separate adjustment and each can 
be loosened or tightened irrespective and in 
dependent of the other. 

Having thus described my invention, the 
following is what I claim as new therein and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent: 

1. A bracket or support for railings, &c., 
consisting of an outwardly-extending arm and 
a compressible split or divided collar, so as to 
provide separate adjustment to the meeting 
ends of the rail-sections. 

2. In a bracket for supporting railings, bal 
ustrades, &c., the combination of the out 
wardly and upwardly extending armD and the 
collar C, subdivided at H, as shown, and pro 
vided with separate extensions I and J, allar 
ranged as and for the purposes set forth. 

ARTHUR E. BRIGGS. 
Witnesses: 

ISAAC KINSEY, 
H. W. KRUNZBURG. 
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