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1. 
This invention relates to brackets for support 

ing curtain rails, and refers more particularly to 
that kind of bracket used for supporting rails 
Which are flanged or grooved at or near the upper 
edge, the bracket having an attachment portion 
adapted to be secured to the fixed structure 
formed by the upper part of the window frame, 
and having a portion adapted to embrace the top 
of the rail and engage over the flange, or engage 
in the groove of the rail. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved construction. 
According to the present invention the rail 

engaging portion of the bracket comprises a por 
tion for engaging over the outer side of the top 
of the rail, and a separate retaining member 
movably mounted on the bracket for engaging 
the inner side of the top of the rail and adapted 
to move automatically into its gripping position 
When the bracket is secured to the fixed structure. 
The attachment portion of the bracket may be 

constructed so that it can be fixed to a vertical 
face (face fixing), or it may be made so that it 
can be fixed to an approximately horizontal face 
(top fixing). Preferably the attachment portion 
of the bracket is so made that it can be used either 
for face fixing or top fixing. In a bracket of this 
kind the bracket may comprise two members, one 
forming a bracket member and incorporating the 
attachment portion, an arm extending from the 
attachment portion and terminating in a portion 
for engaging the outer side of the rail top and the 
other member consisting of a slide mounted on 
the bottom of the bracket and guided for sliding 
movement thereon in an endwise direction, the 
slide at one end being adapted to engage the rail 
and at the opposite end being capable of pro 
jecting beyond the face of the attachment por 
tion which is adapted to be secured against the 
face of the fixed structure, so that when a screw 
is inserted through the attachment portion to 
secure the said face against the fixed structure, 
the slide is automatically displaced by reason of 
the fact that the end thereof which projects be 
yond the face of the attachment portion comes 
into contact with the face of the fixed structure, 
causing the slide to be moved outwardly from the 
said face, and causing its other end to move into 
gripping contact with the rail; and, further, one 
end of the slide is mounted so that it can move 
towards and away from the bottom of the bracket 
member, and One of these two members, i. e. 
either the slide or the bracket, is provided with 
an inclined part cooperating With an abutment 
on the other member, so that when top fixing is 
used the slide forming the retaining member is 
moved by the fixing screw towards the bottom 
of the bracket, causing the said inclined part to 
displace the slide in an endwise direction into 
its rail-gripping position, . . 
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The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation showing 

the bracket fixed to a vertical surface and sup 
porting a curtain rail; - - - 

Figure 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2 
of Figure 1; - 

Figure 3 is a view in side elevation of the 
bracket before it is fastened in position; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the 
bracket and the slide; and 

Figure 5 is a plan view. 
In the construction illustrated the bracket 

member includes an attachment portion 0, which 
may be formed as three sides of a square. This 
bracket member may be made of a strip of metal, 
a portion of which is bent to form the attach 
ment portion, while another portion f is bent 
to form the fourth side of the square and termi 
nates in a portion f2 which is bent into channel 
form and provides an edge 3 which is directed 
towards the attachment portion. 
At the opposite end the strip is bent at right 

angles, at 4, to one side of the attachment por 
tion, and is then bent at right angles, at 5, again, 
this last portion f6 being of reduced width and 
being slotted, at 7, at opposite edges so as to 
produce a neckportion 9. This portion 9 extends 
through an opening f8 in the part f, and the 
portion 6 is employed to secure the two portions 

and 4 of the strip together. The end of the 
Strip has two parallel slits between which the 
portion 6 is disposed, and the metal 8 on the 
Outer sides of the slits extends across and in con 
tact with the upper side of the part if and resists 
any tendency for it to be bent upwardly. 

Further, at one corner of the approximately 
Square attachment portion the strip is slotted in 
wardly from opposite edges, as shown at 9. All 
four Sides of the Square are provided with open 
ings 20 approximately at the centre for receiving 
the fixing Screw. The arrangement is such that 
One side of the attachment portion can be secured 
by a fixing Screw 2 passing through opposite 
Sides of the attachment portion to a vertical 
face 22, and another side or top of the attachment 
portion can be secured to a horizontal surface for 
top fixing by a vertical Screw 23 passing through 
the top and bottom sides of the attachment por 
tion. 
The channel-section portion at one end of the 

Strip is adapted to be engaged over one side of 
the usual flange 24 provided at the top of the 
Curtain rail 25, the lower edge 3 of the channel 
Section portion engaging beneath the said flange. 
The Second member 26 of the bracket forms 

a slide and is formed as a strip of metal, and this 
Strip is doubled upon itself at a suitable position 
27 to provide upper and lower arms 28, 29. The 
lower arm 29 is mounted beneath the bottom of 
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the bracket member and is kept in engagement 
therewith by slotting one end of the arm, as 
shown at 30, the slot being of a width to engage 
the neck 9 of the downwardly-bent T section 
portion 6 formed on the bracket. This end of 
the arm 29 is bent into an upward curve termi 
nating in a downwardly-inclined portion having 
an end 35 which can engage beneath the rail 
flange 24. 
The second or upper arm 28 of the strip form 

ing the slide is provided with an inclined portion 
3 adjacent the bend formed by doubling the 
strip, and with an end portion 32 which is par 
allel to the lower arm. 29. 

This upper arm 28 of the slide is slotted cen 
trally at 33, and the metal on either side of the 
slot engages in the grooves or notches 9 at the 
corner of the attachment portion of the bracket. 
The Slide 26 forming the retaining member 

is further slotted centrally and longitudinally 
at 34 so as to provide an opening through which 
the fixing Screw can be inserted for top fixing, 
the slot allowing the Slide to move in an end 
Wise direction as the Screw is inserted. 
With the construction described the Slide 26 

can be moved into a position in which one of 
its ends 27 projects from one end face of the 
attachment portion O of the bracket. The upper 
and lower arms 28, 29 of the slide are spaced 
apart, the end portion 32 of the upper arm 28 
engaging the upper Surface of the lower limb 

of the bracket. When face fixing is used 
the projecting portion 27 at one end of the 
Slide comes into contact with the fixed structure 
Of the WindoW frame and the slide is forced along 
in an endwise direction until its opposite end 
35 engages under one side of the flange 24 of 
the curtain rail. In this way the fiange of the 
Curtain rail is gripped between the channel 
Section portion f2 of the bracket and the end 
35 of the Slide. 
When top fixing is used the insertion of the 

fixing screw from below and through the slot 
34 in the slide and the openings in the top and 
bottom of the attachment portion gradually : 
forces the doubled-over end 2 of the slide up 
Wardly, causing its inclined portion 3 to en 
gage abutments formed by the upper edges 36 
of the slots 9 in one corner of the attachment 
portion. As the fixing screw is inserted the 
slide is moved along automatically by the force 
produced by the pressure between the inclined 
part 3 and the edges 36, in an endwise direction, 
causing the end 29 of it to grip the curtain 
rail. 

BracketS constructed in accordance with the 
present invention enable the curtain rail to 
be placed in position by moving it transversely 
to its length. In other words, it is not necessary 
to slide the curtain rails into the brackets in 
an endwise direction. This feature enables the 
brackets to be mounted on the fixed structure 
before the rail is placed in position. If this 
practice is adopted the brackets are first secured 
to the fixed structure either by face fixing or 
top fixing, but the fixing screws are not driven 
home, so that the retaining member of each 
bracket will be in a position to enable the rail 
to be placed in position between the gripping 
portions of the slide and the bracket. When 
the rail is in position the fixing screws are 
driven home, causing the slide to move endwise 
and to grip the rail firmly. 
Although the construction in accordance with 

this invention enables the brackets to be fixed 
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to the fixed structure before the rail is placed 
in position, should the operator prefer to do 
SO he can mount the brackets on the rail prior 
to fixing the brackets to the fixed structure. 
The construction in accordance With this in 

Vention can be carried into effect by shaping and 
bending two strips of metal So that the bracket 
can be cheaply produced and assembled; and, 
further, the brackets are fixed and the rail is 
gripped. by inserting a single screw through the 
attachment portion of each bracket. 
What I claim then is: 
1. A bracket for Supporting a curtain rail 

having a flanged top comprising a strip of metal 
bent at a position between its ends to form a 
rectangular loop forming an attachment portion 
and having two end portions which are disposed 
in contact and form an arm projecting from said 
attachment portion, one of said end portions 
being bent at the end into a channel for engag 
ing over one side of the rail flange, opposite 
edges of the strip being slotted at one corner 
of the loop, and a retaining member formed as 
a strip having one end bent at an acute angle 
to the plane of Said strip, said end having a 
longitudinal slot and projecting into said rec 
tangular loop at its slotted corner, the sides of 
the slot in the retaining member being guided 
On the ends of the slots in the corner of the 
loop, and further guiding means on the arm for 
guiding the other end of the retaining member, 
Said retaining member being capable of project 
ing beyond the end face of said loop, both pairs 
of opposite sides of the loop having holes for a 
Securing Screw, whereby when a screw is passed 
through either pair of holes and secures the 
bracket to a fixed structure the retaining mem 
ber is moved endwise so that it grips the rail. 

2. A bracket for Supporting a curtain rail hav 
ing a flanged top comprising a strip of metal 
bent at one position into open rectangular form 
Opposite Sides of which have screw holes, this 
rectangular part forming an attachment portion 
Which can be secured to a vertical or to a hori 
ZOntal Surface, an arm formed by the two end 
portions of the strip, said arm having a channel 
shaped end for engaging over one edge of the 
curtain rail flange, a slide movably mounted and 
guided on the arm for engaging the other edge of 
the curtain rail flange, one end of said slide pro 
jecting beyond the end face of the attachment 
portion before the bracket is fixed, said end hav 
ing a portion which is inclined to a side of the 
rectangular attachment portion and which pro 
jects into it at one corner, said inclined por 
tion engaging a surface of the attachment por 
tion, whereby the bracket is secured and the 
slide is moved into the rail-gripping position by 
the insertion of the fixing screw through either 
pair of Screw holes, 
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