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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOHN WESLEY HOLMES,
of the city and county of Dubuque and State
of Jowa, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Piano-Fortes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

The object of my invention is, by means of
an adjustable weight instead of a spring ap-
plied to the jack in a piano, to more etfect-
ually bring it back to position after it has
thrown the hammer,

The following is a description of my inven-
tion: .

In the drawing, the figure represents a side
view of a piano-forte key, jack, hammer, and
weight. ,

A represents a key of a piano. B repre-
sents the apright part of a jack in a piano.
B’ represents the base of the jack fastened to
the key.  C C C represent the hammer in a
piano, and D represents an adjustable weight
attached to the jack B. This adjustable weight
D (which may most conveniently be made of
metal, and weigh from one-half ounece to one
ounce) is attached to the upright part of the
jack B on the front side, and adjusted, by
means of a screw or otherwise, at such dis-
tance from the face of the jack, and from its
base, as may be necessary to make the action
of the key easy. This is for the purpose of

drawing the jack B back from its base, as
may be necessary to make the action of the
key easy. This is done for the purpose of
drawing the jack B back to position after it
has thrown the hammer, and saves the use of
a spring at the base of the jack now used for
that purpose, but more effective, as the spring
easily breaks, and is not always of the same
tension ; but the weight always remains the
same, :

This invention operates in the following

‘maunner: When the key A is struck the jack

B and B/, resting thereon, is thrown upward
and forward, which action causes the hammer
C to strike -the cord, and the weight D, ad-
justed as before described, draws the jack
back to its position in a state of rest.

Having thus described my invention, what -
I claim as new, and for which I desire Letters
Patent, is—

The adjustable weight D, applied to the
jack of a piano-forte key for the purpose of
drawing the jack back into position after
throwing the hammer, substantially as de-
scribed. ’

Signed this 16th day of March, A. D. 1876.

JOHN WESLEY HOLMES.
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