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(57) Abstract: A photoacoustic measurement device (10) comprising with a light
emission unit that emits measurement light (L) and a probe (11) having multiple
acoustic detection elements, said photoacoustic measurement device further com-
prising a determination unit (28) which determines whether the probe (11) is in
contact or not in contact with the subject (M), and a light intensity control unit
(for example, a switch control unit (36) and an intensity switching unit (37))
which controls the intensity of the measurement light to a first intensity or a
second intensity that is greater than the first intensity according to the determina-
tion result of the determination unit (28). The determination unit (28) carries out
determination on the basis of the manner of change in multiple acoustic signals
detected by the multiple acoustic detection elements.
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