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This invention appertains to new and useful 
improvements in chain fasteners and more par 
ticularly to a fastener which is especially adapted 
for use on dump trucks and the like for retaining 
the usual tail gate in the desired position. The 
present invention is a continuation in part of the 
Subject matter of my co-pending application 
Serial No. 19,640 which was filed January 8, 1937. 
The principal object of the present invention is 

to provide a fastener with which a chain can be 
easily engaged and held at any point along its 
length. 
Another important object of the invention is to 

provide a simple and expedient means. Whereby 
the tail gate can be held against Self-opening in 
a positive manner or held in an open position if 
desired. 
Other important objects and advantages of the 

invention will become apparent to the reader of 
the following Specification, 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of the 

container portion of a dump truck showing the 
invention installed thereon. 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of a portion of the invention in longitudinal sec 
tion. 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the fas 
tener. 

Figure 4 is a top plan view. 
Figure 5 is an end elevational view. 
Referring to the drawing, wherein like numer 

als designate like parts, it can be seen in Figure 1. 
that numeral 5 generally refers to the dump truck 
body which consists of a bottom wall 6, front wall 
and side walls 8-8. Numeral 9 denotes the 

usual tail gate hingedly connected to the bottom 
6 as at 0. 
A croSS member at the free edge of the gate 

9 has its end portions projecting laterally of the 
gate and to each of these ends is connected the 
chain 2 of the fastener means generally referred 
to by numeral 3. 

Each of these fastening means is of the same 
Construction, and a description of one will suffice 
for both. It can be seen that the fastener in 
cludes an elongated tube 4 secured by U-members 
5 to the side wall 8 and in the forward end of 

this tube 4 is the cross pin f6 to which one end 
of the coiled extensible spring member 7 is se 
Curred. 
The other end of the Spring 7 is secured to the 

forward end of the chain, while the rear end of 
the chain extends outwardly of the tube 4 and 

(C. 24-16) 

connects as before stated, to the adjacent end Of 
the cross member f. 
The fastener shown in Figure 3 is generally re 

ferred to by numeral 9 and consists of the plate 
20 laterally of which extends the flange 2 de 
formed to provide the elongated finger or tongue 
22 and the upwardly disposed barrel 23, the for 
ward portion of this barrel having a notch 24 
formed therein. 

It can be seen in Figure 4, that the inner edge 
or rear edge of the tongue 22 tapers outwardly 
and forms a continuation on one side of the V 
shaped notch 25 in the plate flange 2 immediately 
in front of the forward end of the tube or 
barrel 23. 
As can be seen in Figure 3, the bottom of the 

barrel 23 is on a plane with the tongue 22 and to 
properly fasten the chain which is always dis 
posed through the barrel 23, the chain is offset 
downwardly between the forward end of the 
barrel 23 and the tongue 22 SO that the chain 
passes under the tongue. 22. This Will cause Such 
an offset in the chain that it will not pull through 
the barrel 23. To release the gate 9, the chain 
must be pulled somewhat rearwardly through the 
barrel 4 so that the link under the tongue 22 can 
be released to a point above the tongue 22 where 
upon the gate can be lowered and retained at any 
point by again disposing the chain under the 
tongue 22. 
When there is a loading against the tail gate 9, 

the gate can be eased downwardly by letting the 
links slip through the notch 24 from a point lat 
erally of the barrel 23. It will furthermore be 
understood that the notch 25 is of wedge shape 
so that the downwardly disposed link extending 
between the finger 22 and the barrel 23 Will have 
a tendency to wedge in the slot and the lateral 
projection of the finger 22 prevents any tendency 
of the chain slipping laterally and becoming dis 
placed from the fastener. . . . 
While the foregoing Specification sets forth the 

invention in specific terms, it is to be understood 
that numerous changes in the shape, size andma 
terials may be resorted to without departing from 
the Spirit and Scope of the invention as claimed 
hereinafter. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 

1. A chain fastener of the character described 
comprising a structure attachable plate provided 
With an outwardly extending portion, said out 
Wardly disposed portion having a V-notch, the 
edge portions of the plate at the V notch defining 
a chain-receiving pocket one leg of the outwardly 
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disposed portion of the plate at the V-notch being 
Constructed to provide a horizontal barrel, said 
barrel being disposed at right angles to the longi 
tudinal extent of the complementary legs, said 
complementary legs being disposed on substan 
tially the same plane as the barrel, said V-notch 
having its crotch portion terminating at a point 
approximately on a plane vertically extending 
through the axis of the barrel. 

2. A chain fastener of the character described 
Comprising a structure attachable plate provided 
with an outwardly extending portion, said out 
Wardly disposed portion having a V-notch, the 
edge portions of the plate at the V notch defining 
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a chain-receiving pocket One leg of the Outwardly 
disposed portion of the plate at the V-notch being 
Constructed to provide a horizontal barrel, said 
barrel being disposed at right angles to the longi 
tudinal extent of the complementary legs, said 
complementary legs being disposed on substan 
tially the same plane as the barrel, said V-notch 
having its crotch portion terminating at a point 
approximately on a plane vertically extending 
through the axis of the barrel, said barrel having 
a link receiving notch at its end adjacent the 
V-notch. 
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