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A process of providing a medium or high molecular weight polyester powder, the resultant polyester

polymer powder, and a powder coating composition that includes such powder; wherein the process includes:
providing or forming an ester oligomer; converting the oligomer to a polyester polymer by stirring at elevated
pressure and elevated temperature a reaction mixture that includes the oligomer and a nonreactive carrier
capable of forming an azeotrope with water and xylenes; removing water from the reaction mixture via
azeotropic reflux to provide a syrup including a medium or high molecular weight polyester polymer 1n the
nonreactive carrier; and applying a vacuum to remove the xylenes from the syrup and form a solid (which
may be 1n the form of a powder or subsequently formed into a powder) that includes the medium or high

molecular weight polyester polymer.
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A process of providing a medium or high molecular weight polyester powder, the
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resultant polyester polymer powder, and a powder coating composition that includes
such powder; wherein the process includes: providing or forming an ester oligomer;
converting the oligomer to a polyester polymer by stirring at elevated pressure and
elevated temperature a reaction mixture that includes the oligomer and a nonreactive
carrier capable of forming an azeotrope with water and xylenes; removing water from
the reaction mixture via azeotropic reflux to provide a syrup including a medium or
hjgh molecular weight polyester polymer 1n the nginreactive carrier, and applying a
vacuum to remove the xylenes from the syrup and form a solid (which may be m the
form of a powder or subsequently formed into a powder) that includes the medium or

high molecular weight polyester polymer.
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