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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
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Patrick Joseph Murray, Clifton Heights, Pa., as 
signor to Trisco Products, Inc., Philadelphia, 
Pa., a corporation of Pennsylvania 

Apisilication August 15, 
Claims. 

My invention relates to drying frames for stock 
ings or the like, particularly to supports for the 
drying frames. 
A purpose of my invention is to provide a Sup 

pOlt for a drying frame adapted to be mounted 
On a bracket in upright or vertical position and 
With a relatively flat under-surface so that it can 
be stood on its own bottom surface on a table or 
the like. 
A further purpose is to make the leg of a 

skeleton stocking form adjustable by bending one 
or both rods forming the front and rear of the 
Stocking form transversely at the end and pass 
ing them through a tubular opening or openings 
With whose walls the rod or rods are in adjustable 
flictional engagement. 
A further purpose is to provide a fitting, pref 

erably in the form of a casting, to support a vari 
able size drying frame, on which frame different 
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sizes of stockings may be placed, With Spring con 
tact of otherwise free ends of the frame for hold 
ing the frame in different adjusted positions. 
A further purpose is to valry the size of the leg 

portion of a drying frame made from Strip spring 
material for accommodation of different widths 
of stockings. 
A further purpose is to construct a fitting to 

Support the free ends of a strip material drying 
frame, with a receptacle upon the fitting into 
which one end of the Strip material is rigidly Se 
cured and an apertured receptacle upon the fit 
ting with which the other end of the strip ma 
terial is adapted to have adjustable connection, 
retained by friction in any desired position. 
A further purpose is to provide a bracket for 

supporting a strip material stocking frame, that 
can be placed upon a wall, door or other suitable 
support and which can be swung and latched into 
inner or Outer positionS. 
A further purpose is to provide indentations or 

slots in the hinge Support to make a Spring 
pressed latching connection between the strip ma 
terial of the bracket arm and the hinge Support. 
A further purpose is to provide a latch connec 

tion between an apertured fitting for a stocking 
frame and the extended end of a bracket, to hold 
the frame in predetermined rotatable positions. 
A further purpose is to provide a Spring Con 

nection between the ends of a stocking frame 
which are supported from a bracket arm. 
A further purpose is to provide a strip material 

shaped frame for drying stockings in which one 
end of the strip material is permanently secured 
to a support and the other end of the strip ma 

55 terial is adjustable outwardly away from the per 
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manently fastened end, to allow different sizes 
of stockings to be neatly fitted upon 
frame. - 

A further purpose is to apply tension to a wet 
stocking stretched upon a stocking frame by ad 
justably moving the front and back portions. 
apart, sliding either the front or back portion 
through a friction-gripping tubular opening, 

the shaped 

A further purpose is to telescope the strip mat. . 
terial of a stocking frame to move the front and 
back portions of the frame apart for the purpose 
of applying adjustable tension to the stocking 
during drying. 
A further purpose is to assemble a conveniently 

hinged bracket for supporting a stocking drying 
frame which is adaptable to swinging movement 
with respect to a door or wall with an arm. extend 
ing from the hinge of the bracket to support the 
stocking drying frame in a vertical position, the 
drying frame being free to rotate in its support to 
a predetermined extent due to a latch connection 
between the frame and the support. . . . . . 
A further purpose is to provide a stocking dry 

ing frame support which can be moved to differ 
ent positions for use by either a right- or left 
handed person. 

I have preferred to show one main embodiment 
only of the possible forms my invention may as 
sume with slight modifications of, part of the 
structure shown. Both the main embodiment 
and the modifications which have been selected 
are practical and efficient in operation and well 
meet the needs of service, as well as illustrate 
the principles involved. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved sup 
porting device mounted upon the extended arm 
of a bracket and with the bracket fastened to a 
door or other structure. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the structure 
of Figure i. 

Figure 3 is a front elevation similar to Figure 
2, but with the bracket arm in another position. 

Figure 4 is a front elevation similar to Figure 
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2 but with the stocking frames ShoWn in an 
other position. 

Figure 5 is a top plan view of Figure 1, with 
different positions of the Swinging arm and Stock 
ing frames shown in dot and dash lines. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a fitting used 
in assembling my invention. 

Figure 7 is an inverted perspective of the fit 
ting shown in Figure 6. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the bracket. 
and its mount used in my invention. 
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Figure 9 is a side elevation of my stocking 

frame and its fitting resting upon a Surface. 
Figure 10 is a side elevation illustrating a mod 

ified arrangement of applying the Supporting 
fitting. 

Figures 11 and 12 are fragmentary Side eleva 
tions of forms showing modified terminal fittings 
and uniting and providing adjustment between 
the side rods at the upper ends of the legs. . 

Figures 13 and 14 are sections of Figure 12 
taken upon lines 3-3 and 4-4. 

Figure 15 is a fragmentary side elevation of a 
modification of my invention. 

Figure 16 is a perspective view showing a mod 
ified type of bracket holder. 

Describing in illustration and not in limitation 
and referring to the drawingS:- 
As is very well known, stockings dried while 

upon a board are of much more uniform plane 
Surface than those which are not “boarded' dur 
ing drying and the appearance of which as a 
consequence is clouded by Wrinkles and irregular 
Crinkles. 
In the drawings illustrating my invention I 

have shown in detail a drying frame upon which 
a wet stocking may be mounted in position for 
drying. 
In my present invention I have provided a 

frame made of Strip material. One end of the 
strip material which forms the front leg portion 
of a stocking frame, is preferably rigidly fastened 
to a fitting. The fitting has a substantially flat 
lower Surface Which Serves as a base or Stand for 
the frame. The other end of the Strip which 
forms the rear leg portion of the stocking frame 
is adjustably Secured to the fitting, and the said 
rear leg portion can be moved away from the 
front leg portion to accommodate either different 
leg widths of stockings or to stretch the stockings 
for better drying, or both. 
My invention is also directed to a convenient 

and suitable Supporting device for holding a frame 
used for drying stockings. The frame, preferably 
made of a strip material, has its ends connected 
to a fitting which is mounted upon a bracket arm 
hinged to a bracket upon a door or Wall. 

I prefer to use a support for the stocking frame 
which can easily be moved out of the way of any 
one who might pass close to the frame. 
I have preferred to illustrate my invention by 

showing a pair of frames constructed of strip ma 
terial fastened to a single fitting. The reason for 
this preference is that stockings are usually han 
dled in pairs. - 

I expect my invention will find its widest use 
in private homes and for this reason I have pro 
vided a Swinging bracket for fastening behind a 
door, such as a bathroom door, where, when the 
door of the room is closed, the bracket and the 
frames upon it can be SWung OutWardly, so that 
the user can place a pair of damp stockings over 
the frame and the bracket can be folded against 
the rear of the door, after which the door can 
then be opened and the frame will be out of sight 
and reach from anyone in the room. Not only 
will there be an advantage in having the frame 
behind the door, to prevent bumping against the 
frame, but the placing of the frame beyond 
reaching distance Will prevent marring or injury 
to the fragile silk threads and prevent “runners' 
from Starting in the Stockings. 
In Figure 1 my drying frames 5 are shown 

mounted in a vertical position, upon a bracket 
arm 6 Suspended horizontally from a bracket 7 
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which is fastened to any suitable door, wall or 
like structure 8. - 
The frames 5, here illustrated as stocking dry 

ing frames of strip material, comprise front and 
rear leg portions 9 and 29 and heel and toe por 
tions 2 and 22. I have preferred to form a toe 
portion of hollow U members 23 adapted to tele 
Scopically engage about extensions 24 and 25 at 
the ends of strip material which is used to form 
the front and rear leg portions 9 and 20, thereby 
completing the shape of a stocking. Braces 26 
are placed between the strip material adjacent 
the extensions 24 and 25 to make the frames more 
rigid, being preferably welded to the frames. 
At the lower ends of one of the frames 5, one 

end of the strip material is bent at 27 to a position 
illustrated in dot and dash lines at 28, the strip 
material of the end 28 is then bent downwardly 
and the rear leg portion 20 is bent outwardly 
after which the end 28 is allowed to spring back 
into its original position. With respect to the front 
leg portion 9, With the end 28 entering one of 
the apertures 29 in the rear end of a fitting 30. 
The end 28 now assumes a position as illustrated 
at 3, and the Spring tension of the end as illus 
trated at 3, coming into contact with the walls 
32 of the aperture 29, will cause the ends 3 f to 
engage the Walls of the apertures and to hold 
the strip frame material in a set position. The 
Spring action is in the plane of the form. 

It Will be obvious that the movement of the 
rear leg portion 20 outwardly or inwardly with 
respect to the front leg portion 9 will cause the 
rear leg portion to change the distance between 
the front and rear leg portions, thereby chang 
ing the frame to accommodate different widths 
of Stockings applied to the frame. 
The front leg portions 9 of the drying frames 

are permanently Secured in Sockets 33 of the fit 
ting 30, thereby joining the front leg portions 
9 with the rear leg portions 20 of the strip mate 
rial to complete the frame structure. 

For convenience of manufacture and in order 
to lighten the fitting and at the same time pro 
wide Suitable seating possibilities, the fitting 30 is 
reduced in Shape at 34 between the socket 33 and 
the walls 32 which receive the spring ends 3 of 
the strip material. 
At the bottom of the fitting 30 I provide a lon 

gitudinal recess 35 which joins with a vertically 
disposed aperture 36. The fitting 30 is placed 
upon the bracket arm 6 and the arm is placed 
in the longitudinal recess 35 with the vertical 
extension 6' from the bracket arm fitting into 
the aperture 36 in the fitting, thereby firmly sup 
porting the fitting upon the bracket, and the fit 
ting Supporting the drying frame. 

Lateral receSSes 37 are provided in the bottom 
of the fitting for purposes hereinafter described. 
The bracket arm 6 is provided at its inner end 

with a downward extension 62. The downward 
extension is placed at 7' through projections 
38 and 39 of the bracket T. The extension 62 
is secured in place on the bracket by a nut 40 
placed upon the threaded end 63 of the exten 
sion 6. A Spring 4 is interposed between the 
nut 63 and the projection 39 of the bracket, 
causing the arm B to be pressed into engagement 
With any one of recesses. 42, 43 or 44 as occasion 
demands. It Will be noted that the arm 6 which 
carries the fitting 30 can be swung into position 
to engage in any one of the aforesaid recesses 
42, 43 or 44. When in the position illustrated in 
Figure 8 the bracket arm will extend outwardly 
away from the bracket and in this position I 
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have found that the user is enabled to place 
stockings about the frames in a convenient man 
ner. 
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The bracket of course may be secured to any 
door or wall structure by means of screws, nails 
or any suitable fastenings inserted through aper 
tures 45. - - 

In Figure 3 I have shown my stocking frame 
SWung into what might be called an inactive posi 
tion and in which the bracket arm 6 is placed 
in the recess 42 and held in the recess by means 
of the spring 4f of the bracket pressing the arm 
into the recess. 

In Figure 4 I have illustrated my frames in a 
position which is suitable for the use of a left 
handed person. It Will be noted that the fitting 
30 is turned to a position whereby one of the re 
cesses 37 in the bottom of the fitting is utilized 
for engagement with the bracket arm, thereby 
causing the rear leg portions to assume a posi 
tion to the right of the front leg portions in this 
figure. The stocking frames as shown in Figure 4 
may be rotated 180° about the pivot 6' so that 
the front leg portions may be on the right, with 
the rear leg portions on the left. This is a con 
venient position for a right-handed person in 
“boarding' Stockings. 
I have found that it is not always convenient 

for the users of stocking drying frames to place 
a supporting bracket upon a Wall or door struc 
ture and my device adapts itself to use in a 
standing position as illustrated in Figure 9, in 
which the fitting 30 is placed upon a base or Sur 
face 46, merely having been lifted off the bracket 
arm. The bottom of the fitting 3) is fiat and pro 
vides a good Support. 
In Figure 10 I have illustrated a modification 

in which the rear leg portion 29 of the drying 
frame has its ends inserted into the tubular ex 
tension 33 of fitting 30 and the front leg portion 
9’ is provided with the ends 3A bent at right 

angles to the front portion 9 and inserted 
through apertures in the front end of the fitting 
and making spring engagement with the aper 
tures to allow the spring ends 3' to engage and 
hold the front leg portion 9' in an adjustable 
position with respect to the rear leg portion 25'. 

I have also illustrated in Figure 10 a Series of 
graduations 4 upon the extension 3' by which 
the user is enabled to determine the exact ex 
tent of movement of one leg portion with respect 
to the other. The graduations 4 are shown as 
slight depressions which assist in holding the rod 
in any set position. 
In case a larger or smaller size of foot exists in 

the stocking to be dried, the U-shaped telescopic 
member 23 is provided for enlarging or reduc 
ing the size of the foot portion of the stocking. 
The U-shaped tubing makes a close enough fit 
with the extensions 24 and 25 to entrap air in 
side when the U-tube is moved in Ward, or create 
a partial vacuum when the U-tube is moved out 
Ward, thus opposing change of position of the 
U-tube. A good friction fit between the U-tube 
and the extensions 24 and 25 also tends to hold 
the adjustable foot in any desired position. 
In Figure li the fitting 30' is shown as having a 

transverse cylindrical opening at 29' to hold and 
permit adjustment of the straight transverse end 
of one of the side rods, which may be either 9 
or 20. The friction of the transverse end 48 
within the fitting is sufficient to hold the rod in 
any desired adjustment. 
In Figure 12 the side rods 92,202, 93 203 have 

been made separable So as to allow for convenient 

packing of the form during travelling and are 
joined in use by sleeves 49. 
In Figures 12, 13, and 14 the fitting by which 

the upper ends of the leg rods are united and 
held in adjusted position has been made from 
preSSed metal, the sheet 50 being bent at 5 to 
Surround the longitudinal part of the leg rod 93 
and the metal edge at 52 being bent to surround 
a slight turn 53 of this rod and to form a cyl 
inder within which the end 312 of rod 203 may 
be fitted, to give sufficient friction for holding in 
adjusted position, and may be held. The walls 
of the cylindrical opening through which the end 
3 passes may be desirably flattened so as to ex 
ert increased lateral pressure against the end 
3° and hold the end 32 in any desired position. 
The otherwise free edge of the metal is bent at 
54 and folded back on the rest of the metal so 
aS to COVer the raw edges of the cylindrical bends 
5 and 52. The finish formed is found to be im 
proved-from one standpoint at least-by having 
the inner edges 55 and 56 of the metal which is 
bent back upon itself not merely lie against the 
Cylinders formed from the rest of the metal but 
Overlie outWardly turned terminal edges 57 and 
58 from these cylinders, so that the terminal 
edges from the cylindrical material are over 
lapped by the portion of the sheet metal which is 
bent back so that its edge abuts against or lies 
beneath the cylindrical surfaces. 
In order that the form of Figure 12 may be 

hung up to balance suitably, it is apertured at 59. 
The structure of Figure 12 has only one form to 
each fitting, rather than a pair as in the other 
figures. 

In Figure 15 I show a tube 58 which friction 
ally engages the bent portions 59 and 60 on the 
front and rear rods 9 and 28 of the drying form. 
In adjusting the front and rear rods with respect 
to One another, both rods move With respect to 
the tube 58, which holds the rods in any set 
position. 
In the bracket holder shown in Figure 16 but 

a single boss 38' is used having a bearing open 
ing 6i. The boss is made slightly longer in this 
figure than in the illustration of Figures 1 to 5 
and 8, where two bearings are spaced. The same 
Spring retraction of the pivot rod is used as in the 
other figures in order that the swinging bracket 
arm may be held conveniently in laterally ad 
justed positions. 

It will be evident that my bracket arm has a 
plurality of positions (three shown) with respect 
to the bracket pivot support Or holder, and that 
the fitting and stocking frames or forms have a 
plurality of positions (three shown) with respect 
to the bracket arm. The bracket arm may be 
either parallel to (against) the surface to which 
the bracket holder is secured, on either side of 
the bracket, or transverse to (extending out 
from) said Surface. The fitting and stocking 
frames or forms may either be parallel to the 
bracket arm or transverse to the bracket arm, in 
position for "boarding' stockings by a right 
handed or a left-handed person. The fitting and 
stocking frames or forms may also be wholly re 
moved from the bracket arm. 

In View of my invention and disclosure vari 
ations and modifications to meet individual whim 
or particular need will doubtless become evident 
to others skilled in the art, to obtain all or part 
of the benefits of my invention without copying 
the structure shown, and I, therefore, claim all 
Such insofar as they fall within the reasonable 
Spirit and Scope of my invention. 
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Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is:- - 

1. A skeleton stocking form comprising front 
and back rods united at the foot and having ends 
adapted to be moved toward and from each other 
at the upper end of the leg in combination with 
a sheet metal fitting adjustably uniting the ends 
of the rods having the sheet metal turned at ad 
joining corners to form cylinders substantially 
one transverse to the other, the one rod end 
being retained in one of the cylinders and the 
other rod end being retained in the other of said 
cylinders and the metal between the points of 
entry of the rods into the fitting being bent to 
form a finish for the edges of the cylinders. 

2. A bracket holder, a bracket arm in the holder 
adapted to swing around the axis of the bracket, 
an upturned pivot at the Swinging end of the 
bracket arm, a stocking form, a fitting secured 
at the leg end of the stocking form, having an 
opening substantially in line with one of the 
edges of the form which engages around the up 
turned pivot and having grooves in the bottom 
of the fitting to engage the bracket arm in dif 
ferent angular locations of the form, whereby the 
form can be shifted from right to left position 
for Stocking mounting and in either mounting 
position can be shifted by Swinging the bracket 
arm to bring the form close to the support of 
the bracket holder. 

3. A Stocking form having a pivot opening gen 
erally parallel to the length of the form and 
grOOved at one end of the form in two directions, 
a SWinging bracket arm upturned at the outer end 
to fit the opening, engaging within the grooving 
to hold the form in differing positions and down 
Wardly turned at its inner end, a bracket holder 
affording pivot support for the inner end of the 
bracket arm and spring means pressing the arm 
down Wardly into the holder to retain it in ad 
justed position against relative projections upon 
the holder, whereby the stocking form and bracket 
Can be SWung about the inner end of the bracket 
arm and the stocking form can conveniently be 
SWung about the Outer end of the bracket arm. 

4. A pair of forms having foot and leg portions 
terminating in spaced front and back rods and 
a fitting apertured for one rod of each form, 

50, Said apertures being generally parallel with the 
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length of the form and the walls of said aper 
tures of the fitting rigidly engaging the rods, the 
fitting having a vertical pivotal passage between 
said apertures and being grooved on the bottom 
at angularly spaced positions around the passage 
and having other apertures transverse to the piv 
otal passage within which the other rods of the 
forms are adjustably mounted. 

5. A fitting for pivotal support of a stocking 
form having openings at opposite ends of the 
fitting, those at one end transverse to those at 
the other and adapted to receive. the terminal 
rods of stocking forms, said fitting having a piv 
otal opening between and parallel to the open 
ings at One end and a groove across the openings 
at that end and transverse thereto and a pair of: 
skeleton stocking forms comprising spaced rods 
terminating at the leg ends of the forms in rod 
ends which enter the openings at the ends of the 
fitting, one pair of rod ends being transverse to the 
rods and adjustable in their fitting openings. 

6. A fitting for a stocking form comprising a 
fitting end having a pivot opening and having 
terminals. On opposite sides of the opening and 
parallel to it for reception of ends of stocking 
forms, said fitting end being grooved transversely 
to the axes of said pivot opening and terminals 
and grooved also in a direction at an angle to 
the first groove and transverse to the pivot open 
ing and an extension of said fitting receiving the 
other ends of the stocking forms in a direction 
transverse to the pivot opening. 

7. A skeleton stocking form of metal rod bent 
into the outline of a stocking, having front and 
rear portions joined at the foot end, one of which 
portions is bent at the leg end generally trans 
Versely to the length of the form and in the 
general plane of the form to produce an extension, 
a fitting separate from the rod having two open 
ings, one of which openings extends upwardly and 
longitudinally of the form and receives and firmly 
Supports the other rod portion in upstanding posi 
tion and the other of which openings extends 
transversely of the form and by its walls sur 
rounds and adjustably frictionally engages the ex 
tension, and Supporting means for the fitting 
holding the stocking form substantially vertical 
with the toe end upward. 
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