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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

EPHRAIM K. SHEPPARD, OF PITTSTOWN, AND WILLIAM 8. SHEPPARD, OF
' NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 590,710, dated September 28, 1897,
Apﬁlication filed April 8,1897. Serial No. 631,403, (No model.) ;

To all whom it may concern: .
Beitknown that we,EPHRAIM K. SHEPPARD,
residing at Pittstown, Hunterdon county, and
TWiILLIAM S. SHEPPARD, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex, State of New Jersey,
citizens of the United States, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Fruit-Jar Holders; and we do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-

thereon, which form a part of this specifi-
cation.

The object of this invention is to provide
an implement adapted to serve, in connection
with the ordinary fruit jars or cans, in hold-
ing said jars in the canning operations when
the said jars are highly heated and cannot
comfortably be handled by the naked hands;

{ion at a low cost of manufacture, one that
can be employed in connection with glass
jars without danger of breaking the glass,
and to secure other advantages and results,
some of which may be referred to hereinaf-
ter in connection with the description of the
working parts.

The invention consists in the improved
fruit-jar holder and in the arrangements and
combinations of parts thereof, all substan-
tially as will be hereinafter set forth and
finally embraced in the clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the views,
Figure 1 is a plan of the improved imple-
ment. TFig. 2 is a-side view of the same, and
Tig. 3 is a sectional view taken at line =,
Trig. 1. )

Tn said drawings, a indicates two metallic
sections, preferably of cast metal. Said sec-
tions are pivoted or hinged together at one
end, as at b, and at the opposite ends are
provided with handles, as at ¢ ¢, the pivotal
ears d dand the said handles ¢ ¢ being formed
integral with the body portions of the cast-
ings. Between the said handles ¢ ¢ and piv-
otal ears d d the said seetions are made semi-

circular, as at e, the semicircular parts ex-
tending oppositely and the -concavities co-
inciding so as to form, when the device is
shut, a complete circle inclosing the mouth
or neck of the jar or the body thereof. To
secure a broad bearing on the jar, the said
semicircular portions are provided with in-
tegral flanges f, and to obtain the requisite
strength we have formed on the convex sides
of the semicircles strengthening-ribs g. The
said flanges f also serve as keepers to receive
series of cushions 2. Said cushionsare pref-
erably made of rubber, to conform to the
flanges f, inclosing the same, as shown in Fig.
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3, and Dbeing thus held in proper operative -

relation, )

The inner sides of the cushions, where they
engage the fruit-jar, are provided with ribs,
as shown in Fig. 1, to obtain a stronger fric-
tional contact with the jar. One of the han-
dles ¢ is provided with an integral loop %,
which extends around the-opposite handles,
inclosing the same, and thus limiting its
opening movements so that the said handles
-will always be held at a point convenient for
grasping. The loop % also serves to prevent
lateral movement of the sections in relation

to one another, so that there will be no lat-

eral strain upon the hinge or the ears d d
thereof, such as would tend to break the same,
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and the semicircular jars are kept in proper -

alinement or in a given plane, so that the
pressure will be properly brought upon the
opposite sides of the jar to hold the same
firmly. The handles are preferably made
hollow on their inner sides, so as to.reduce
the weight of the device. Adjacent to said
loop 7 on the inner sides the said handles are
provided with a pintle or pintles %, also cast
integral with the casting in the preferred con-
struction, and on which is arranged a spring 7,
which serves to hold the handles normally
in their open position at the outer limit of
the loop.

In operating the device the normally open
handles are grasped by the hand and the
semicircular portions of the sections or cast-
ings are passed over the top of the jar to the
desired point of grasping the same. Pres-
sure is then brought upon the handles to
close the same together, when the jar will be
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grasped with a yielding pressure due to the
cushions and will be held with great firmness
without any danger of being broken or of the
hands being burned or rendered uncomfort-
able.

After the filling operation by simply relax-
ing the grasp the device will open and may
then De withdrawn from the jar.

The holder may be employed in opening
the jar after standing a greater or less period,
and when the cover is held by the cementi-
tious action of the contents, it serves to give
a purchase or leverage upon the jars when
unscrewing, so that the opening is rendered
more easy. Italsomayserve in like manner
when the cover is serewed upon the jar.

Having thus described the invention, what
we claim as new is—

1. The combination with the hinged sec-
tions or castings provided with handles at one
end and hinged at the other, one of said han-
dles being provided with a loop 4, formed in-
tegral therewith for limiting and guiding the
movements of the other section or casting,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination with the sections a, a,
hinged as at 0, and provided with semicircu-
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lar oppositely-flanged portions e, which are
cushioned as at %, the cushions inclosing the
flanges, the said semicircular portions having
integral handles ¢, ¢, and means for limiting
the opening movements of said handles, of a
spring normally holding the said sections in
their open position, substantially as seti forth.

3. The improved fruit-jar holder compris-

ingtwo castings having coinciding oppositely-

extending semieircular portions with vertical
flanges f, and strengthening-ribs g, handles
¢, ¢, and a loop cast upon one of said handles
and inclosing the other and limiting its move-
ments and cushions 2, #, comprising pieces
of molded rubber which inclose said flanges
/, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
we have hereunto set our hands this 1st day
of April, 1897, _

EPHRAIM IX. SHEPPARD.
WILLIAM S. SHEPPARD.
Witnesses for E. K. Sheppard:
P. C. LITTLE,
A. L. BEST.
Witnesses for W. S. Sheppard:
CHARLES H. PELL,
C. B. PITNEY.
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