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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN E. D_UNG—AN; OF HARRISVILLE, OHIO,

CREDIT-ACCOUNT FILE.

1,058,951,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed September 20, 1912, - Serial No. 721,401,

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Joux E. Dunean, a
citizen of the United States of America,‘and
resident of Harrisville, county of Harrison,
and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Credit-
Account Files, of which the following is a

© specification.
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This invention relates to credit account
files, and more particularly to a case or cabi-
net for the systematic keeping of credit ac-
counts. . ‘ ’ -

The primary object of the invention is to
provide an improved. apparatus for facili-

-tating the keeping and handling of the du-

plicate sales-slips commonly employed in
mercantile houses, S

A further object is to provide a filing de-
vice wherein -a large number of receptacles
or slip - containers are so arranged as to
economize space and at the same time afford
ready and convenient access thereto.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a device of the character mentioned
in which the arrangement of the receptacles

. of containers is such that any one thereof
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"tion; Fig. 8 is a vertical section on the line

55

may be instantly moved from its normal po-
sition to a position affording convenient and
ready access thereto, remaining in the last-
named position until replaced, thus indicat-
ing that it is in use and preventing to a
large extent mistakes in filing slips and in
returning slips to their places. And a still
further object of the invention is to provide
a receptacle which remains closed when oc-
cupying normal position and which cpens

automatically, exposing its contents, when it’

is actuated to move to working position.

With these and various other objects in
view, the invention resides in the features of
construction, arrangement of parts and com-
binations of elements which will hereinaf-
ter be fully described, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification, in' which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the inven-

tion, one of the rveceptacles being shown in

lowered, working positiony IFig. 2 is a top
plan view of a broken’ portion of the same,
also showing a receptacle in lowered posi-

3—3,Fig.1; Fig.4 is an enlarged broken sec-
tion taken on the irregularbroken line 4—4,
Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail perspec-
tive view illustrating the hinge connection
for the filing receptacles and the shock-ab-

sorbi,ng'spri_ng‘employed with each recepta-

cle; and Tig, 6 is an enlarged detail per-
spective view of an open receptacle.
Referring to said drawings‘in which like
designating characters distinguish corre-
sponding parts throughout the several
views—I1 indicates a casing or cabinet which
may be of any appropriite form for ¢ontain-
ing the mechanism comprising the invention.
Located within said casing is a plurality of

- Patented Apr. 15, 1913.
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superposed horizontal rows or tiers of filing -

receptacles, generally designated by the nu- .

meral 2, which normally stand” on end
in more or less closely fifted vertical posi-
tions, presenting their rear edges forward,
Said rows or tiers are arranged in stepped

relation—that is, each superposed row is dis-

posed rearward of the next row therebelow,
as is clearly shown in Fig. 8. The recepta-
cles of each row are separately pivoted,as by
hinges 8, upon a horizontally disposed rod 4
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which has its ends suitably mounted, as in -

notches:or recesses 5 provided in upwardly
and rearwardly inclined bars 6 located
within the ‘casing at opposite sides.
hinges 8 are fixed upon the front- edges of
the lower ends of the receptacles as they oc-
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Said

cupy -their normal upright positions. Serv- .

ing as an auxiliary support for the recepta-
cles of each row is a horizontal rod 7 upon
which the said lower ends of the receptacles

85

rest at points adjacent to their rear edges, .

said rods 7 having their opposite ends
moimted in- substantially upright shift-bars
8 which are adapted to be elevated, or shift-
ed lengthwise, throngh suitable keepers or
guides, as 9 and 10. arranged at appropriate
points, as on.the sides of the casing. The
lower ends of said shift-bars are supported
upon the faces of a pair of cams 11 which
are eccentrically mounted upon a suitably
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journaled rod 12 having one end projected .

outside the casing and carrying a knob 13
wherehy it.may be rotated by hand. As is
apparent, when the bars 8 are elevated, the
varions rows or tiers of receptacles are
thereby rocked forward from. their normal
upright positions, -indicated in dotted lines
in Fig. 8, to the forwardly inclined full-line
positions-shown in said figure.

. Liocated directly beneath the lower end
of each receptacle 2 when the latter occu-

an upwardly and forwardly inclined lever
14 ‘whose lower end is pivotally mounted
upon the rear end of a substantially heri-
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| pies upright position is the upper end of -
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zontal lever 15 which is pivoted interme-
diate its ends upon a suitable support, as
16, and hLas pivoted upon its front end the
lower end of an upright stem 17 which
carries a key 18 upon its upper end. As is
obvious, depression of one of the keys 18 will
thrust upward the lever 14 associated there-
with and accomplish the forward swinging
of the receptacle 2 leeated thercover, said
receptacle turning on its hinge and falling
upon.the inclined upper ends of the recep-
tacles of the row next below, or, if the
tipped-over receptacle be cne from the low-
ermost row, it falls upon an inclined rest 19
provided at a suitable point, as shown in
Fig. 3. As a means of relieving the shock
whick would otherwise be incident to the
fall of a receptacle when thrust forward in

the manner indicated, a suitable spring, as

20, is provided for each receptacle, whereby
such shock is partially absorbed, said spring
being coiled or partially coiled about the
rod 4. Apertured guide-bars 30 are pro-

vided at. suitable points for maintaining the .

levers 14 in properly alined. positions. Stop-
pins 81 directed through the levers 14 nor-
mally rest upon said bars 30, limiting the
downward movement of said levers.

Jach receptacle is composed of sheet

wetal and comprises a substantially trough-
shaped back 21 and side members 22 and
23 hinged, as shown in IFig. 6, to the oppo-
site lateral edges of said back. The mem-
ber 22 has an inturned flange 24 along the
length of its outer lateral edge, and the
member 23 has inturned flanges 25 along
the lengths of its ends. Said flanges are of
a"width corresponding substantially to the
thickness of the receptacle when closed;
thus, when closed, the receptacle constitutes
an inelosure for the sales-slips, accounts, or
other records contained therein. - v

As is obvious, when the receptacle oceu-
pies its normal position in a row, the sides
are closed tegether and the contents are dis-
posed upside downj ana, when said recep-
tacle is thrust forward from the row, the
side members 22 and 23 naturally fall apart,
asstming the open downwardly inelined po-
sitions shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 6, exposing
the contents in convenient position for ex-
amination, in which position removal of
slips, or filing of additional «lips, may be
readily accomplished.  To replace a recep-
tacle, the sides are closed together and the
recepiacie thrust back into placd by hand.

The provision of the two folding sides for
the recepiacle affords two filing spaces. one
of whichiis adapted to conlain a custoner’s
cales-slips while the other is adapted to con-
tain the cnstomer’s account vecord.  Thus
the necessity for keeping (he uecount record
in o place apart from the sales slips, as
heretofore; is obviated.

Suitable retaining elips, as 26 and 27, may
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be provided on the inner faces of the mem-
bers 22 and 23, respectively, as shown in
Fig. 6, and a spring clamp 28 is preferably
provided on the side member on which the
slips arve to be held.

When tilted forward by rotation of the
knob 13, each row of receptacles constitutes
an inclined support for receptacles dropped
from the next row thereabove, as is most
clearly illustrated in the upper part of Iig.
8 wherein a dropped receptucle is shown in
dotted lines. : ‘

- The keys 18 are designed to carry the
names of individual customers, thus pre-
venting the loss of time necessitated in
searching for a custom~r’s number, as when
numerals or other designating characters are
used, and also effectually guarding against
the mistakes common to the use of such
characters. Numerals or other designating
characters may be associated with the posi-
tions of the various keys, as shown in Fig.
2, said numerals serving to indicate the
number of the customer’s account trans-
ferred to some other container or filing case,
as when the customer’s slips become too
numerous to be contained in the filing re-
ceptacle of the present device assigned to the
account of such customer.

. The keys are arranged in a series of rows,
and, in order that cach key may be of suf-
ficient length to bear a customer's name, two
or more adjacent rows are cemploved for
each row of receptuacles, said rows of keys
having staggered relation, as shown in g,
2. In the embodiment herein illustrated,
twenty-five receptacles ave contained in each
row, and two rows of keys are employed for
manipulating cach row of receptacles,

Iaving thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to seenve by Tet-
ters Patent, is— '

L In an account file, o plorality of Gling
receptacles arranged in superposed  rows
having stepped relation, and means for
seleetively thrusting said receptacles for-
ward from said rows, each row constituling
a support for receptacles thrust forward
from the next above row.

2. In an account file, o plurality of filing
receptaeles arvanged insuperposed rows have
ing stepped relation, eacli veceptacle having
a pivotal mounting, means for prefiminarily
tipping said rows forward and key-operated
means for selectively swinging said vecep-
tacles forward on theiv mountings.

B Inanc aceount file, a plurality of filing
receptactes arranged in superposed  rows
having stepped relution, said  receptacles
embodying laterally swinging slip-contain-
ers being disposed on end and presenting
their rear edges. forward, and means for
selectively theusting said receptacles for-
ward from said rows,

4. Tu an account filey a plurality of filing
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receptacles . arranged in edgewise position
in superposed rows having offset stepped
relation, and means for selectively advanc-
ing said receptacles from their normal posi-
-5 tions in the rows to reclining positions,
wherein they receive support from below.

5. In an account file, a plurality of filing
receptacles arranged In edgewise position
in superposed rows having offset stepped

10 irelation, each receptacle having a ‘pivotal
" . mounting, and means for selectively moving
said receptacles on their mountings from
their normal positions in the rows to reclin-
ing positions. '

6. In an account file, a plurality of fold-
able self-opening independently movable
filing receptacles arranged in upright edge-
wise position in. superposed rows having
offset ” stepped relation, and key-operated
20 means for selectively advancing said recep-

tacles out of said rows to positions exposing

* their contents. _

7. In an account file, a plurality of filing
receptacles arranged in edgewise position in

25 superposed rows having offset stepped re-
lation, -each receptacle having a pivotal
mounting, and key-operated means for se-
lectively swinging said receptacles from said
rows to a position overlying the next row

30 therebelow.

8. In an account file, a plurality of fold-
able filing receptacles arranged in super-
posed rows, said receptacles being folded
when in position in said rows, and means

35 for selectively moving said receptacles from
said rows, said receptacles being adapted
to unfold automatically when so moved.

9. Tn an account file, a plurality of fold-
able filing receptacles arranged in super-

40 posed rows, said receptacles being -folded
when in position in said rows, each of said
receptacles having a pivotal mounting, and
selective means for swinging said receptacles
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forward on their mountings to positions ex-
posing their contents. )

10. In an account file, a plurality of fold-
able filing receptacles arranged in super-
posed rows having stepped relation, said re-
ceptacles being folded when in position in
said rows, and key-operated means for mov-
ing said receptacles from said rows into re-
clining positions wherein they are supported
by the receptacles of the next row there-
below. _ '

11. In an account file, a plurality of filing
receptacles arranged in upright position
and in superposed rows having stepped
relation, means for preliminarily tipping
said rows forward from their normal up-
right positions, and means for seléctively

thrusting said receptacles forward from

said rows.

192. In an account file, a plurality of filing
receptacles arranged in upright position and
in superposed rows having stepped relation,
manually operated shift-bars whereby said
rows are caused to assume a forward incli-
pation, and means for selectively thrusting
said receptacles forward from said rows.

13. In an account file, a plurality of filing
receptacles arranged in upright position and
in superposed rows having stepped relation,
means for preliminarily tipping said rows
forward from their normal upright posi-
tions, and means for selectiveiy swinging
said receptacles forward from said rows, the
downwardly inclined upper surface of each
forwardly tipped row constituting a sup-
port for receptacles swung from the next
row thereabove.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature’

in presence of two subscribing witnesses.
: -JOHN E. DUNGAN:
Witnesses:

H. K. Duxntap,
1. D. Morris.
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