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REUSABLE DELIVERY CONTAINER

Cross-Reference to Related Application
[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Application No. 62/361,187, filed July

12, 2016, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

Technical Field
[0002] This invention relates generally to containers and, more particularly, to reusable
containers.

Background

[0003] Delivering items to a location of a customer can utilize a variety of containers. By
some approaches, individual items can be packaged in single-use containers, such as cardboard
boxes or the like. Single-use containers, however, can be wasteful. Additionally, delivery

containers can be subjected to rough handling and various conveyor systems during use.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0004] Disclosed herein are embodiments of systems, apparatuses and methods
pertaining to a reusable container that can be used for the delivery of items. This description

includes drawings, wherein:

[0005] FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of a reusable container in accordance with some
embodiments.
[0006] FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective view of the reusable container of FIG. 1 in

accordance with several embodiments.

[0007] FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the reusable container of FIG. 1 in

accordance with some embodiments.

[0008] FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the reusable container of FIG. 1 in accordance

with several embodiments.

[0009] FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the reusable container of FIG. 1 in accordance with

some embodiments.
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[0010] FIG. 6 is a bottom plan view of the reusable container of FIG. 1 in accordance

with several embodiments.

[0011] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the reusable container of FIG. 1 in

accordance with some embodiments.

[0012] FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of a label area for a reusable container in

accordance with several embodiments.

[0013] FIG. 9 is a top perspective view of a reusable container having removable divider

walls mounted in an interior thereof in accordance with some embodiments.

[0014] FIG. 10 1s a front elevational view of the reusable container of FIG. 9 in

accordance with several embodiments.

[0015] FIG. 11 1s a top plan view of one of the divider walls mounted in the interior of

the reusable container of FIG. 9 in accordance with some embodiments.

[0016] FIG. 12 1s a front elevational view of the divider wall of FIG. 11 in accordance

with several embodiments.

[0017] FIG. 13 is a side elevational view of the divider wall of FIG. 11 in accordance

with some embodiments.
[0018] FIG. 14 1s a flowchart in accordance with several embodiments.

[0019] Elements in the figures are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not
necessarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions and/or relative positioning of some
of the elements in the figures may be exaggerated relative to other elements to help to improve
understanding of various embodiments of the present invention. Also, common but well-
understood elements that are useful or necessary in a commercially feasible embodiment are
often not depicted in order to facilitate a less obstructed view of these various embodiments of
the present invention. Certain actions and/or steps may be described or depicted in a particular
order of occurrence while those skilled in the art will understand that such specificity with
respect to sequence is not actually required. The terms and expressions used herein have the

ordinary technical meaning as is accorded to such terms and expressions by persons skilled in the
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technical field as set forth above except where different specific meanings have otherwise been

set forth herein.

Detailed Description

[0020] Generally speaking, pursuant to various embodiments, systems, apparatuses and
methods are provided herein useful for reusable containers and item delivery using reusable
containers. In some embodiments, the reusable containers described herein include removable
divider walls that can be used to selectively divide an interior of the container into multiple
smaller portions. By a further approach, the container and divider walls can have cooperating
components to mount the divider wall to the container. If desired, the container can be
configured so that the divider walls can be positioned at thirds and/or half of the container. In
several embodiments, the reusable containers described herein can also include bag handle
holding features so that bags placed therein are prevented from spilling contents during transport.
In some embodiments, the reusable containers described herein can also include bottom surface

portions configured to engage pop-up rollers and/or conveyor belts.

[0021] Reusable containers 10 having some or all of these features are shown in FIG. 1-
13. By some approaches, the container 10 can be of a rigid plastic material, so as to be reusable
and resilient to aid in the delivery of items. The container 10 includes a bottom wall portion 12
and a sidewall portion 14, which can be integral with one another and that together define an
interior 16 of the container 10. The bottom wall 12 includes upper and lower surfaces 18, 20, end
edges 22, and side edges 24. The bottom wall 12 can be preferably configured so deflect less
than 10 mm during use, and preferably less than 7 mm. The sidewall 14 includes inner and outer
surfaces 26, 28, end portions 30 that extend upwardly from the bottom wall end edges 22 and
side portions 32 that extend upwardly from the bottom wall side edges 24.

[0022] In some embodiments, the bottom wall upper surface 18 can be substantially
planar, including only variances, ridges, or the like of 4 mm or less, and preferably about 2 mm
or less. An example substantially planar bottom wall upper surface is shown in the cross-section

of FIG. 7. In the illustrated form, the bottom wall upper surface 18 has a 1.5 mm ridge therein.

[0023] Features of the bottom wall lower surface 20 are shown in FIGS. 2 and 6. During

handling, the container 10 can be conveyed and transported over various surfaces. For example,
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the container 10 may be conveyed by pop-up rollers during use. To engage the rollers, the lower
surface 20 can include one or more solid, substantially planar portions 34 extending along a
majority of a length thereof extending between the end edges 22 and/or a width thereof
extending between the side edges 24. In the form shown in FIG. 6, the lower surface 20 includes
substantially planar portions 34 that extend along the majority of both the length and width
thereof. More specifically, as shown, the substantially planar portions 34 include portions

disposed along both the side edges 24 and end edges 22 of the lower surface.

[0024] In another example, the container 10 may be conveyed on one or more conveyors,
such as conveyor belts, rollers, and transfers. In order to grip these conveyors, the lower surface
20 can also include patterned portions 36. The patterned portions 36 can be surface features or
ridges, or can be edges of upstanding walls extending within the bottom wall 12. Further, as
shown, the patterned portions 36 can extend along a majority of the length of the lower surface
20. If desired, the patterned portions 36 can be disposed between the substantially planar portions
34 along the length direction. In the illustrated form, the patterned portions 36 include an array of
triangles. Of course, other designs and configurations, such as rectangles, circles, or

combinations of shapes, can also be utilized.

[0025] As discussed above, the container 10 described herein can be disposed on
different types of conveyors and can transfer from one conveyor to another. The bottom wall 12
can be configured to ease the transfer between conveyors. By one approach, corners 38 of the
bottom wall 12 can be rounded so as to avoid catching on the various parts of the conveyors. In
one example, the corners 38 can have a radius of between about 3 mm and about 10 mm, and

more preferably about 6 mm.

[0026] Moreover, the bottom wall lower surface 20 can include upwardly tapering end
portions 40 that extend along the end edges 22 thereof. The upwardly tapering end portions 40
can extend upwardly at an angle with respect to horizontal of between about 5 degrees and about
30 degrees, preferably about 10 degrees and about 20 degrees, and more preferably about 12
degrees. Further, the upwardly tapering portions 40 can extend along the length of the bottom
wall lower surface 20 between the end edges 22 thereof between about 5 mm and about 50 mm,

preferably between about 15 mm and about 30 mm, and more preferably about 22 mm. Of
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course, if desired, the lower surface 20 could alternatively or also include upwardly tapered side

portions.

[0027] Additionally, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the bottom wall 12 can include hollow
portions 42 disposed between the upper and lower surfaces 18, 20 thereof. The hollow portions
42 can aid in cooling the container 10 after formation so that the bottom wall 12 maintains a
desired configuration and appearance. The bottom wall 12 can further include reinforcing walls
44 extending between the upper and lower surfaces 18, 20 thereof to strengthen the bottom wall
12 against deformation during use. The reinforcing walls 44 can be disposed in any desired

pattern, such as the triangular array shown.

[0028] By some approaches and as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the sidewall 14 can taper
outwardly as it extends upwardly from the bottom wall 12. So configured, the container 10 can
nest together in a stack of similarly configured containers for storage purposes. In one form, the
bottom wall 12 and sidewall 14 can be configured so that the container 10 can nest at least about
50% of its height into another container, more preferably more than 70% of its height, and even

more preferably about 80% of its height.

[0029] In order to lower the weight of the container 10, and use less material for the
container 10, the sidewall 14 can include a plurality of openings 46 extending therethrough. The
openings 46 enable air flow through the container interior 16. If desired, the openings 46 can
have a height that less than half, and preferably less than a third, of a height of the sidewall 14.
So configured, the sidewall 14 can maintain structural connections around the relatively smaller
openings. The sidewall 14 can also include handle openings 48 disposed on the end portions 30

and/or side portions 32 thereof.

[0030] The openings 46 and handle openings 48 can also be configured to minimize
spillage from within the container 10. More specifically, lowest ones of the openings 46 and/or
handle openings 48 can be spaced from the bottom wall upper surface 18 by an amount to
contain a predetermined amount of any liquids spilled within the container 10. In one example,
the openings 46 and/or handle openings 48 can be spaced from the bottom wall upper surface 18

by at least 10% of a height of the sidewall 14. In another example, the openings 46 and/or handle
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openings 48 can be spaced from the upper surface 18 by between about 10 mm and about 50

mm, preferably between about 20 mm and about 40 mm, and more preferably about 30 mm.

[0031] As shown in FIGS. 3, 4, and 8, the sidewall 14 can also include one or more label
areas 50 on the outer surface 28 thereof. Each of the label areas 50 can be configured so a label
adheres to different portions thereof with different adhesive strengths, which enables easy
removal of the label while also ensuring that the label stays affixed during use of the container
10. In one form, the label area 50 can include one or more smooth portions 52 configured to
allow a label adhesive to fully adhere thereto and one or more heavily roughened or textured
portions 56 configured to prevent a label adhesive to adhere thereto or minimize adherence
thereto such that the portion of the label applied to the heavily textured portion 56 can be pulled
away from the label area 50 with little or no effort needed to overcome an adhesive force. In a
further form, the label area 50 can include one or more lightly roughened or textured portions 54
configured to allow a label adhesive to partially adhere thereto. In other words, the smooth
portions 52 can have a first level of adherence of an adhesive label thereto, the lightly textured
portion 54 can have a third level of adherence of the adhesive label thereto, and the heavily
textured portion 56 can have a second level of adherence of the adhesive label thereto, where the
first level of adherence is relatively stronger than the second and third levels of adherence and

the third level of adherence is relatively stronger than the second level of adherence.

[0032] In the illustrated form, the heavily textured portion 56 of the label area 50 is
disposed in a corner 58 thereof to provide a convenient gripping area for a user when removal of
a label is desired. Further, the lightly textured portions 54 can be disposed in a pattern to
distribute the relatively lower adhesion across a majority, or entirety, of a width and height of the
label. For example, as shown, the lightly textured portion 54 can intersect one or more of top,
bottom, or side edges 60, 62, 64 of the label area 50. In the illustrated form, the lightly textured
portion 54 is disposed in an m shape. Further, the heavily textured portion 56 can be disposed in

multiple corners 58 and/or along one or more of the edges 60, 62, 64.

[0033] The sidewall 14 can further include one or more pairs of bag handle holders 66, as
shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. The handle holders 66 are configured to retain the handles of bags
therein during transport of the container 10 so that the bags remain in an open, upright

orientation and do not spill their contents. Further, because the bags can be held in an open
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configuration, a user can easily determine how much free space a bag has and can easily identify

items in the bag.

[0034] By one approach, the handle holders 66 include a notch or depression 68 in the
sidewall 14 and one or more retaining arms 70 that project over an open top 72 of the notch 68.
The retaining arms 70 define an opening 74 therebetween so that the handles of the bag are
retained within the notch 68 until they are lifted upwardly through the opening 74. This
minimizes the handles becoming inadvertently dislodged during transport. By one approach, the

handle holders 66 are disposed in a top edge 76 of the sidewall 14.

[0035] As shown in FIGS. 1-3 and 9-13, the container 10 can further be configured to
include one or more divider walls 78. The divider walls 78 are configured to mount to the
sidewall 14 to divide the container interior 16 into multiple smaller portions 79. By some
approaches, the divider walls 78 can include outwardly projecting portions 80 configured to

mount to slots 82 in the sidewall 14, as described below.

[0036] Details of the slots 82 are shown in FIGS. 1-3. The slots 82 are provided in pairs

that align with one another across the container interior 16. The slots 82 are configured to guide

the divider wall 78 to a locked position as the divider wall 78 is mounted to the sidewall 14. The
locked position can restrict the divider wall 78 from lateral movement within the container

interior 16.

[0037] Each slot 82 includes edges 84 that define an opening 86 through the sidewall 14
with a top portion 88 and a bottom portion 90. The edges 84 within the top portion 88 can be
relatively wider than the outwardly projecting portions 80 of the divider wall 78 so that the
divider wall 78 can be easily oriented and mounted therein. The edges 84 can be downwardly
tapering so that the opening 86 is relatively larger at the top thereof and relatively smaller at the
bottom thereof, which guides the outwardly projecting portions 80 of the divider wall 78 as the
divider wall 78 is shifted downwardly. The edges 84 of the bottom portion 90 of the opening 86
extend generally parallel to one another and are spaced closely together so that the bottom

portion 90 has a relatively narrow width as compared to the top portion 88.

[0038] If desired, the sidewall 14 can include a stop or shield portion 92 disposed on the
outer surface 28 thereof. The stop portion 92 can be disposed outwardly of the opening 86 and
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cap the top portion 88 thereof to thereby provide a stop for the outwardly projecting portion 80
of the divider wall 78. As shown in FIG. 10, the stop portion 92 is configured to enclose a top of
the divider wall outwardly projecting portion 80 when the divider wall 78 is mounted to the

sidewall 14.

[0039] Details of an example divider wall 78 are shown in FIGS. 9-13. As shown, the
divider wall 78 includes a main body portion 94 with side edges 96 configured to generally
extend along the sidewall 14 of the container 10 and a bottom edge 98 configured to generally
extend along the bottom wall 12 of the container 10 when the divider wall 78 is mounted within
the container 10. As set forth above, the divider wall 78 further includes outwardly projecting
portions 80 that extend laterally away from the side edges 96 of the main body portion 94 along a
top portion 100 thereof.

[0040] The outwardly projecting portions 80 include a neck portion 102 that extends
laterally away from the side edge 96 of the main body portion 94 and a transverse panel portion
104 disposed outwardly of the neck portion 102. The panel portion 104 extends generally
transverse to the lateral direction of the neck portion 102 to form a T shape therewith. So
configured, the divider wall 78 can mount within the slot 82 by sliding the neck portion 102
thereof into the opening 86 so that the panel portion 104 is at least partially disposed outwardly

of the sidewall outer surface 28.

[0041] As discussed above, the sidewall 14 can be configured to taper outwardly as it
extends upwardly away from the bottom wall 12. So configured, the divider wall 78 is mounting
to a wall that is angled outwardly with respect to vertical. As shown in FIG. 12, by one approach
the panel portion 104 can extend generally vertically. So configured, a top portion 106 of the
panel portion 104 can be disposed within the opening 86, while a bottom portion 108 thereof is
disposed outwardly of the sidewall 14 to extend along the outer surface 28 thereof. With this
configuration, the neck portion 102 is utilized to extend through the narrow width bottom portion
90 of the opening 86 so that the sidewall 14 is trapped between the bottom portion 108 of the
panel portion 104 and the main body portion 94.

[0042] If desired, the panel portion 104 can have a configuration similar to the opening

86 with a downwardly tapering top portion 106 and a relatively narrow width bottom portion 108
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and the downwardly tapering top portion 106 of the panel portion 104 can be sized to fit within
the top portion 88 of the opening 86. So configured, a user can slide the divider wall 78 vertically
into the container 10 aligned with the slots 82 thereof and the top portion 106 of the panel
portion 104 will eventually abut the downwardly tapering edges 84 of the opening 86.

[0043] By one approach, the container 10 can include pairs of slots 82 disposed at thirds
of the length thereof between the sidewall end portions 30 so that when the divider walls 78 are
mounted thereto, the divider walls 78 generally divide the container interior 16 into thirds. By a
further approach, the container 10 include a pair of slots 82 disposed at half of the length thereof.
By a preferred approach, the container can include both options so that a user can selectively

divide the container interior 16 into thirds, half, or more, as desired.

[0044] In some forms, the handle holders 66 can be aligned above one or more of the
slots 82. So configured, when a user hangs a bag therefrom and a divider wall 78 is mounted
within the slots 82, the bag will hang against the divider wall 78, on a side of the user’s choosing,
which in combination prevents the bag from spilling and also restricts lateral swinging of the bag

during transport.

[0045] The container 10, configured as described herein, is particularly capable for use in
transporting goods from a distribution center through a supply chain to a customer. More
specifically, when items need to be delivered to a customer, the items commonly must be
transported between several different locations and over an array of conveyor mechanisms.
Further, the items can be perishable or damageable, so careful handling can be important. After
the contents for the container 10 are determined 202, a user can mount or install 204 one or more
of the divider walls 78 into the container 10. Thereafter, the user can load 206 the items into the
container interior 16, such as by using the handle holders 66 and/or divider walls 78, so that the
items are securely held within the container interior 16 and separated and/or held stationary as
needed. Thereafter, the container 10 can be loaded onto one or more conveyors and conveyed
208 thereby within a distribution center or the like. Then, a user can transport 210 the container
10 to a delivery vehicle and transport 212 the container with the delivery vehicle to a customer.
At the location of the customer, the user can then unload 214 the container 10 to deliver the

items to the customer.
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[0046] In some embodiments, a reusable container for use in transporting goods from a
distribution center through a supply chain to a customer is described herein that includes a
bottom wall having upper and lower surfaces, side edges, and end edges; a sidewall having side
portions extending upwardly from the bottom wall side edges and end portions extending
upwardly from the bottom wall end edges, the bottom wall and sidewall defining an interior;
multiple pairs of slots in the sidewall side portions, each pair of slots having one slot disposed in
each of the sidewall side portions that are aligned with one another across the interior, each slot
including an opening extending through the respective sidewall side portion; and one or more
removable divider walls, each including a main portion sized to extend between the sidewall side
portions and outwardly projecting portions configured to extend through the openings of one of
the pair of slots to mount the removable divider wall to the sidewall and selectively divide the

interior into multiple interior portions.

[0047] In several approaches, the openings of the pair of slots are configured to guide the
outwardly projecting portion downwardly as the divider wall is mounted to the sidewall and lock

the divider wall against lateral movement.

[0048] In further approaches, the openings of the pair of slots can be downwardly
tapering with a narrow width bottom portion; and the outwardly projecting portions of the
removable divider wall include neck portions and panel portions disposed on the neck portions.
The neck portion can be configured to extend through the respective opening and the panel
portion can be configured to extend adjacent to an outer surface of the respective sidewall side
portion such that the sidewall side portion is disposed between the panel portion and the main
portion of the removable divider wall at least adjacent to the narrow width bottom portion of the

respective opening.

[0049] In further approaches, the multiple pairs of slots can include two pairs of slots
disposed along the sidewall side portions to divide the interior into thirds and a pair of slots

disposed along the sidewall side portions to divide the interior in half.

[0050] In some approaches, the sidewall includes one or more pairs of bag handle holders
in the sidewall, where each of the pair of bag handle holders is configured to receive a handle of

a bag so that a bag mounted thereto is held in an open configuration within the interior.

-10 -
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[0051] In further approaches, the one or more bag handle holder portions are disposed
along an upper edge thereof. The bag handle holder portions can include a notch in the upper
edge of the sidewall and arm portions extending over portions of the notch to retain handles of

bags within the notch.

[0052] In further approaches, the bag handle holders, in combination with the one or
more divider walls, can be configured to hold bags within the container in a substantially

stationary, upright configuration to prevent spillage of loose items.

[0053] In several approaches, the bottom wall bottom surface can include solid planar
portions extending along a majority of a width thereof between the end edges where the solid

planar portions are configured to engage pop-up rollers for conveyance.

[0054] In further approaches, the bottom wall can include a patterned portion having a
plurality of walls having lowers edges exposed along the bottom wall bottom surface where the
patterned portion extends along a majority of the width of the bottom wall between the end edges

thereof and 1s configured to engage conveyors for conveyance.

[0055] In some approaches, the bottom wall side and end edges can have a rounded
configuration to avoid catching on conveyance mechanisms. In further approaches, the bottom
wall bottom surface can include upwardly tapering portions extending along the end edges

thereof that are configured to enable smooth conveyor transfer.

[0056] In several approaches, the sidewall can include a label area on one or more of the
side and end portions thereof. The label area can include a smooth portion configured to have a
first level of adherence of an adhesive label thereto and a textured edge portion configured to
have a second level of adherence of the adhesive label thereto, where the first level of adherence

is relatively stronger than the second level of adherence.

[0057] In further approaches, the textured edge portion can be a heavily textured portion,
and the label area can further include a lightly textured portion configured to have a third level of
adherence of the adhesive label thereto, where the third level of adherence has a strength

between the first and second level of adherence.

-11 -
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[0058] In some approaches, the sidewall can include one or more openings extending
therethrough where the sidewall has no openings extending therethrough at least along 10% of a
height thereof adjacent to the bottom wall to minimize leakage of liquids spilled within the

container.

[0059] In several approaches, the bottom wall and sidewall are configured such that more

than 70% of the container nests within another similarly configured container.

[0060] In some approaches, the bottom wall and sidewall are of a rigid plastic material

and integral with one another so as to minimize deformation during use.

[0061] In several embodiments, a container for use in transporting goods from a
distribution center through a supply chain to a customer that includes a bottom wall having upper
and lower surfaces, side edges, and end edges; a sidewall having side portions extending
upwardly and outwardly from the bottom wall side edges and end portions extending upwardly
and outwardly from the bottom wall end edges, the bottom wall and sidewall defining an interior;
multiple pairs of slots in the sidewall side portions, each pair of slots having one slot disposed in
each of the sidewall side portions that are aligned with one another across the interior; one or
more removable divider walls, each divider wall including a main portion sized to extend
between the sidewall side portions and panel portions disposed outwardly of the main portion,
the removable divider walls configured to mount to the sidewall by being oriented above the pair
of slots and shifted downwardly, each slot guiding the corresponding panel portion into a locked
position so that the divider wall is restricted from lateral movement, the divider wall selectively
dividing the interior into multiple interior portions; and one or more pairs of bag handle holders
of the sidewall, each bag handle holder of the pair of bag handle holders configured to receive a
handle of a bag so that a bag mounted to the pair of bag handle holders is held in an open

configuration within the interior.

[0062] In some embodiments, a method of use in transporting goods in a reusable
container from a distribution center through a supply chain to a customer is described herein that
includes determining contents for a reusable container, the reusable container having an interior
defined by a bottom wall and a sidewall; mounting one or more divider walls to the sidewall of

the reusable container to selectively divide the interior into multiple portions; loading items

-12-
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disposed in one or more bags into the reusable container by hanging handles of the bags on one
or more bag holders of the sidewall; conveying the reusable container through a distribution
center on a conveyor; transporting the reusable container to a delivery vehicle; transporting the
reusable container via at least the delivery vehicle to a customer; and unloading the one or more

bags from the reusable container at a location specified by the customer for delivery.

[0063] In several approaches, mounting the one or more divider walls to the sidewall can
include orienting the divider wall above a pair of slots disposed in the sidewall of the reusable
container and aligned across the interior thereof; and shifting the divider wall downwardly so
that outer panel portions thereof are guided by the pair of slots to a locked position with the

sidewall.

[0064] In some approaches, loading the items disposed in the one or more bags into the
reusable container can include disposing the handles of the bags in a pair of bag handle holders
disposed in the sidewall such that the bag is held in an open configuration by the pair of bag
handle holders.

[0065] In several approaches, conveying the reusable container through the distribution
center on the conveyor can include engaging pop-up rollers with smooth bottom surface portions
of the reusable container; and engaging conveyor belts with patterned bottom surface portions of

the reusable container.

[0066] Those skilled in the art will recognize that a wide variety of other modifications,
alterations, and combinations can also be made with respect to the above described embodiments
without departing from the scope of the invention, and that such modifications, alterations, and

combinations are to be viewed as being within the ambit of the inventive concept.
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CLAIMS

What 1s claimed is:

1. A reusable container for use in transporting goods from a distribution center through a supply
chain to a customer, the container comprising:

a bottom wall having upper and lower surfaces, side edges, and end edges;

a sidewall having side portions extending upwardly from the bottom wall side edges and
end portions extending upwardly from the bottom wall end edges, the bottom wall and sidewall
defining an interior;

multiple pairs of slots in the sidewall side portions, each pair of slots having one slot
disposed in each of the sidewall side portions that are aligned with one another across the interior,
each slot including an opening extending through the respective sidewall side portion; and

one or more removable divider walls, each including a main portion sized to extend
between the sidewall side portions and outwardly projecting portions configured to extend into the
openings of one of the pair of slots to mount the removable divider wall to the sidewall and

selectively divide the interior into multiple interior portions.

2. The container of claim 1, wherein the openings of the pair of slots are configured to guide the
outwardly projecting portion downwardly as the divider wall i1s mounted to the sidewall and lock

the divider wall against lateral movement.

3. The container of claim 2, wherein the openings of the pair of slots are downwardly tapering with
a narrow width bottom portion; and the outwardly projecting portions of the removable divider
wall include neck portions and panel portions disposed on the neck portions, where the neck
portion is configured to extend through the respective opening and the panel portion is configured
to extend adjacent to an outer surface of the respective sidewall side portion such that the sidewall
side portion is disposed between the panel portion and the main portion of the removable divider

wall at least adjacent to the narrow width bottom portion of the respective opening.
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4. The container of claim 1, wherein the multiple pairs of slots include two pairs of slots disposed
along the sidewall side portions to divide the interior into thirds and a pair of slots disposed along

the sidewall side portions to divide the interior in half.

5. The container of claim 1, wherein the sidewall includes one or more pairs of bag handle holders
in the sidewall, each of the pair of bag handle holders configured to receive a handle of a bag so

that a bag mounted thereto is held in an open configuration within the interior.

6. The container of claim 5, wherein the one or more pairs of bag handle holders are disposed
along an upper edge of the sidewall, the bag handle holders including a notch in the upper edge of
the sidewall and arm portions extending over portions of the notch to retain handles of bags within

the notch.

7. The container of claim 5, wherein the bag handle holders, in combination with the one or more
divider walls, are configured to hold bags within the container in a substantially stationary, upright

configuration to prevent spillage of loose items.

8. The container of claim 1, wherein the bottom wall bottom surface includes solid planar portions
extending along a majority of a width thereof between the end edges, the solid planar portions

configured to engage pop-up rollers for conveyance.

9. The container of claim 8, wherein the bottom wall includes a patterned portion having a plurality
of walls having lowers edges exposed along the bottom wall bottom surface, the patterned portion
extending along a majority of the width of the bottom wall between the end edges thereof and

configured to engage conveyors for conveyance.

10. The container of claim 1, wherein the bottom wall side and end edges have a rounded

configuration to avoid catching on conveyance mechanisms.
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11. The container of claim 10, wherein the bottom wall bottom surface includes upwardly tapering
portions extending along the end edges thereof, the upwardly tapering portions configured to

enable smooth conveyor transfer.

12. The container of claim 1, wherein the sidewall includes a label area on one or more of the side
and end portions thereof, the label area including a smooth portion configured to have a first level
of adherence of an adhesive label thereto and a textured edge portion configured to have a second
level of adherence of the adhesive label thereto, the first level of adherence being relatively

stronger than the second level of adherence.

13. The container of claim 1, wherein the sidewall includes one or more openings extending
therethrough, the sidewall having no openings extending therethrough at least along 10% of a
height thereof adjacent to the bottom wall to minimize leakage of liquids spilled within the

container.

14. The container of claim 1, wherein the bottom wall and sidewall are configured such that more

than 70% of the container nests within another similarly configured container.

15. The container of claim 1, wherein the bottom wall and sidewall are of a rigid plastic material

and integral with one another so as to minimize deformation during use.

16. A container for use in transporting goods from a distribution center through a supply chain to
a customer, the container comprising;:

a bottom wall having upper and lower surfaces, side edges, and end edges;

a sidewall having side portions extending upwardly and outwardly from the bottom wall
side edges and end portions extending upwardly and outwardly from the bottom wall end edges,
the bottom wall and sidewall defining an interior;

multiple pairs of slots in the sidewall side portions, each pair of slots having one slot

disposed in each of the sidewall side portions that are aligned with one another across the interior;
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one or more removable divider walls, each divider wall including a main portion sized to
extend between the sidewall side portions and panel portions disposed outwardly of the main
portion, the removable divider walls configured to mount to the sidewall by being oriented above
the pair of slots and shifted downwardly, each slot guiding the corresponding panel portion into a
locked position so that the divider wall is restricted from lateral movement, the divider wall
selectively dividing the interior into multiple interior portions; and

one or more pairs of bag handle holders of the sidewall, each bag handle holder of the pair
of bag handle holders configured to receive a handle of a bag so that a bag mounted to the pair of

bag handle holders is held in an open configuration within the interior.

17. A method of use in transporting goods in a reusable container from a distribution center through
a supply chain to a customer, the method comprising;:

determining contents for a reusable container, the reusable container having an interior
defined by a bottom wall and a sidewall,;

mounting one or more divider walls to the sidewall of the reusable container to selectively
divide the interior into multiple portions;

loading items disposed in one or more bags into the reusable container by hanging handles
of the bags on one or more bag holders of the sidewall;

conveying the reusable container through a distribution center on a conveyor;

transporting the reusable container to a delivery vehicle;

transporting the reusable container via at least the delivery vehicle to a customer; and

unloading the one or more bags from the reusable container at a location specified by the

customer for delivery.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein mounting the one or more divider walls to the sidewall
comprises:

orienting the divider wall above a pair of slots disposed in the sidewall of the reusable
container and aligned across the interior thereof;

shifting the divider wall downwardly so that outer panel portions thereof are guided by the

pair of slots to a locked position with the sidewall.
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19. The method of claim 17, wherein loading the items disposed in the one or more bags into the
reusable container comprises disposing the handles of the bags in a pair of bag handle holders
disposed in the sidewall such that the bag is held in an open configuration by the pair of bag handle
holders.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein conveying the reusable container through the distribution

center on the conveyor comprises:

engaging pop-up rollers with smooth bottom surface portions of the reusable container;

and

engaging conveyors with patterned bottom surface portions of the reusable container.
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