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To all whom Ut may concern:

Be it kpown that I, Jouxy NELSON, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Ottawa, in
the county of Franklin and State of Kansas,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Bed-Rail Fasteners for Metallic Bed-
steads; and I do declare the following to bea
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention is an improved bed-rail fas-
tener for iron bedsteads adapted for readily
attaching a bed-rail to a bedstead-post, so that
it may be readily detached therefrom, and for

-so securely connecting the bed-rail to the bed-

stead-post that the same cannot become cas-
ually detached therefrom. )

My invention consists in the construction
and combination of devices hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top plan view, partly in section, of a bed-
rail fastener embodying my improvements.
Fig. 2 is partly a side elevation and partly a
longitudinal sectional view of the same, taken
on the plane indicated by the line ¢ @ of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the
same, taken on the plane indicated by the line
b b of Fig. 1. '

My improved bed-rail fastener comprises a
post member 1, a bed-rail 9, a rail member 2,
and a key 8. The post member, which may
be wrought or a casting and is usually the lat-
ter, is provided with an eye 4, through which
the post 5 extends, and has a tenon 6 project-
ing from the eye, the latter being formed with
a shoulder 7 at the inner end of the tenon.
The tenon may be square or of any other
shape in cross-section, according to the cross-
sectional shape of the bed-rail. An opening
8, whichis wedge-shaped and hasdownwardly-
converging sides, is made vertically through
the tenon at a suitable distance from its outer
end. The bed-rail 9, which is here shown as
L-shaped in cross-section, is adapted to bear
against the upper and under sides of the tenon,
as shown in Fig. 8, and is provided at its ends
with the member 2, which is a sleeve that re-
ceives the end of and is secured to the bed-
rail and forms a socket thereon for the recep-
tion of the tenon. The said sleeve or socket

member is provided with an opening 10 to

register with the opening 8 of the tenon, the
rail being here shown as provided with asimi-
lar opening 11. When the bed-rail is thus
attached to the bed-post member, the key 3,
which is wedge-shaped, as shown, is placed
in the alined openings of the tenon of the
bed - rail and socket member 2 and serves
to draw the end of the bed-rail and its socket
member firmly against the shoulder 7 of the
post member and to lock said bed-rail and the
said members 1 2 together, as will be under-
stood. To disconnect the bed-rail from the
post, it is only necessary to first remove the
key. It will be understood that the latter
when engaged with the members of the post
and bed-rail serves to effectually prevent cas-
ual disengagement thereof. It will also be
understood that my improved bedstead-rail
fastener is exceedingly simple in construction
and isexceedingly strong and durable and may
be manufactured at slight cost.

The bed-rail may be of any shape in cross-
section, and the same is true of the socket
member of the tenon of the post member. I
do not desire to limit myself in this particular.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-

| quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The combination of a post member having
an eye for the reception of a post, and a tenon
of cross-sectionally-rectangular form project-
ing from one side of the eye and having a
shoulder at its inner end; a bed-rail of angle
metal having two sides bearing against the
two sides of the tenon: a sleeve, of cross-sec-
tionally-rectangular form, on the end of the
bed-rail, two of the sides of the bore of the
sleeve bearing against two of the sides of the
tenon, the other two sides of the bore of the

sleeve bearing against the outer sides of the

bed-rail, said tenon having a transverse wedge-
shaped opening, and said bed-rail and sleeve
having openings coincident therewith, and a

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

go

95

100

105




2] ‘ 800,006

wedge-shaped key in said openings and lock- my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
ing the bed-rail, the sleeve and the sleeve

| nesses.
member to the tenon of the post member and

drawing the ends of the bed-rail and sleeve JOHN NELSON.
5 against the shoulder at the inner end of the Witnesses:
tenon, substantially as described. VERNON SMITH,
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set | " J. S. GRANGER.
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